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In my career as a photographer and educator, I’ve noticed one unique personality trait shared among the most talented

artists: They obsess over details, yet somehow manage to obsess without becoming “perfectionists.”

What’s wrong with being perfect? Well, nothing, except the fact that “perfect” doesn’t exist within the subjective world

of art. So perfectionism actually becomes a stone-cold killer to your creativity.

I want you to keep that in mind now, as we approach a topic many consider challenging —lighting for color. Like many
who teach lighting for photography, I tend to focus heavily on the other three properties of lighting first (quantity,
quality, direction) and avoid color. That’s because you really can make quantum leaps in your technique by simply

learning to “shape” light, and color kinda falls into a separate category.

But if you want your work to rise to the top, it’s time you started obsessing over color. You can use it to set a mood,

preserve the finest details, and even alter time. So let’s get started!

Image © Blume Photography

15 behindtheshutter.com



In Living Color: Getting Tones Right for Timeless Images | Phillip Blume

16 Shutter Magazine . August 2019

O Blume Photography

©

Images

BEYOND WHITE BALANCE

Before you begin changing colors to tell a story, you need a clean palette to work on. That means capturing
colors cleanly and accurately in the camera—what we commonly call “white balance.” But it gets more complex

than you might think.

I know, it’s easy, right? Just set your camera to “auto” white balance and shoot. I’ll admit, of all the automatic
features cameras offer today, auto white balance is probably the most accurate and useful. If I’m shooting natural
light portraits on a wedding day, I don’t feel guilty using it if it saves me time. This is exactly what I mean when
I warn photographers against perfectionism—sometimes you need to run-and-gun. You can fix the white balance
later in post, and that is perfectly acceptable. Or if you’re especially savvy and want to save time, you may even
adjust your camera’s white balance pre-sets, such as “cloudy” or “incandescent,” through the day as needed. But

often, even that extra effort isn’t enough!

For example, what if the bride is getting ready in a hotel room with warm incandescent lamps, white daylight

flooding in through a window, and that all mixes with the slightly more blue tone from your flash?

For a mixed-light scenario like this (and really any time I begin shooting in a new environment), I use a simple
yet scientifically accurate tool, the X-Rite ColorChecker Passport. The newest version of the ColorChecker

Passport is a thin, hard-shell protective case that packs in a lot of features.

1. White Exposure Card. Like the original Color-Checker, the first full-size card in this Passport is a
balanced white, which you can use to find perfect exposure. Although I personally use this feature the
least (I rely more on my camera’s spot-meter capability and the classic Sunny 16 Rule), it still comes
in very handy for commercial shoots where exposures must be consistently perfect. Remember, if your
exposure is even one stop too dark or too bright, you may clip important shadows or highlights in your
image. If you “clip” data, that part of your image is gone—you’ve lost the opportunity to improve its

color in post-processing, and it just looks muddy.

2. 18-Percent Grey Card. Especially useful for color enthusiasts is a full-size grey card in the Passport.
By choosing a manual Kelvin temperature as your white balance, then filling your frame with this card
and taking a preliminary picture, you can align the red-blue-green channels of your histogram for perfect
white balance in camera. An even faster way to do this in most cameras, such as my Sony a7iii, is to open

anew “custom white balance,” then take a photo of the grey card. Voila! It’s that easy.

3. Finally, the Passport includes a complete set of color patches to help you create unique color profiles

in post-processing (using the X-Rite plugin for Lightroom and Adobe Camera Raw).

It’s amazing! [ never realized how drab and inaccurate the color range in my photos was until I used this. All sorts
of environmental conditions contribute to the flat color palette—just like a light flare can wash out your image
exposure, color reflection from the environment often tricks your camera into choosing the wrong range of colors
for an image. As a result, the vegetation in a landscape scene may appear the same shade of green when, in fact,
there’s a host of green shades going underappreciated; or, the full range of color in your subject’s skin tones may
be muted by the way your camera interpreted her red blush. But the solution is simple: Take two seconds to snap
a reference photo in each new location/light scenario, choose that image as your color profile in post, and watch

the full range of colors come back to life!
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AMBIENT LIGHTING AND SKIN TONES

If you struggle with muddy or off-colored skin tones, as alluded to above, it’s probably a result of missed
exposure (which you must then correct in post, with varying degrees of resulting quality degradation), or more

likely missed white balance.

Remember the scenario above, in which the bride is in a hotel room with incandescent lighting, yet white

daylight is flooding in, and you have your own flash to consider as well? You can fix this!

The fly-by-the-seat-of-your-pants fix might be to turn off all the incandescent lights, then just use the window
light and your flash (which is reasonably well “daylight balanced” to resemble the color of sunlight) as fill. But
what if you want to feature the lamps or, similarly, preserve the real-life ambiance of a reception room’s candlelit

dinner?

Again, start by choosing the Kelvin scale as your camera’s white balance. Then, measure the color of the most
ever-present ambient light—the one you don’t want to turn off or change. Ideally, place your X-Rite Passport
under the warm lamplight (or candlelight), then photograph it to create a custom white balance. But if I didn’t

have my Passport or I was rushed, I would remember the following rule of thumb:

The color temperature of clear daylight is approximately S000K. If you’re outside at clear noonday, just
choose Kelvin as your white balance and scroll to “5000” — as a result, white objects will look truly white, and
everything touched by the sun will have accurate color. To make the scene look cooler, scroll down to a lower

number; to make it warmer, scroll up higher.

You can judge it by eye on your camera’s live-view monitor for a start. But for reference, you should scroll
up to 6500K to warm an overcast day, or nearer to 10,000K to warm it under full blue skies; on the other end,
incandescent bulbs require a 2500K setting, and scroll all the way down toward 1800K to balance out extremely

warm candlelight.

Now you’ve colored your ambient light. But your subject’s skin is all a mess! Let’s fix it using gels.

19 behindtheshutter.com
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The most basic way to use gels (tinted plastic filters) is as a corrective measure. So let’s consider that first.

In the example above, let’s say I set my Kelvin white balance to 2000K (somewhere between the setting for

color-perfect candlelight and incandescent bulbs). But now my portrait subject’s skin looks blue!

First, ask yourself, “What light source is exposing my subject?” In this case, let’s say that my flash and some
daylight from the window are exposing her, and both now look extremely blue since we cooled down our

camera’s white balance to match the warmer lights. Now we have to neutralize the unwanted color.

Gels allow me to change the color of a light source itself. Well, I don’t have a 4x5 sheet of orange gel to warm the
window, but I can easily change the flash’s color. I simply add a full CTO (“‘color temperature orange”) gel on the
front of my white-blue-colored flash. Now it’s as warm as the lamplight, and everything blends beautifully. (Just

remember, gels cause you to lose one to two stops of flash output, so be prepared to increase your flash power.)

But what about that pesky window light? Everything in lighting is about ratios. So you have the option to
decrease your camera exposure to any degree you wish, making the window light appear darker and darker until
it disappears. Just be sure to retain as much of the desired lamplight as necessary for your shot while doing this.

If you have to, just block the window and any light source that’s offending the shot.

Now for the real fun. Start using colored gels not only to capture a scene more accurately, but also to create

realities that don’t exist!

Set your Kelvin to about 5600K. Use a blue gel on a white wall to create a “blue sky” background. Now use
another flash with a CTO gel as a backlight for your couple to create the appearance of warm sunlight. Fill in
their faces with a reflector. Even indoors on a rainy wedding day, you can make portraits that mimic the sunny

outdoors.

Or, take dark exposure and shift your white balance much warmer, turning a drab sunset into a fiery red one.

Use your flash to light your silhouetted couple, but remember to add a blue gel to cool it back to a natural tone.

behindtheshutter.com
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CRI, LEDS AND FLUORESCENTS

When lighting for color, also keep in mind the little-discussed concept of CRI (color rendering index). To
understand it, imagine a white beam of sunlight passing through a prism, then all the colors of the rainbow
appearing out of the other side. But some artificial lights don’t produce a pure enough light to carry all those
component colors inside. Think of bad fluorescent lights or a DJ’s purple LED light, for instance; no matter
how far you slide your white balance tool in Lightroom, there’s no changing it—everyone’s face is pure purple

forever.

When people discuss the huge price difference among certain lighting brands, I often hear them say “light is
light. There’s no reason to pay more.” While it’s partly true that you pay for the status of some name brands,
it’s also true that many cheaper brands have a lower CRI, and this negatively affects the color range in your lit

photos.
This is only a small issue with most strobes, but it’s especially problematic in modern LED video lights. When

buying, be sure to look for lights with a CRI above 85; anything over 90 is excellent. This is why the Westcott

IceLight, for example, costs significantly more than many competitors —it boasts a CRI of 96.

CONCLUSION

You can use color powerfully to set a mood, alter the time of day, and create consistency across large commercial

shoots. With so many options, it can get overwhelming.

As a judge at print competitions, I’ve seen so many images that are technically correct, but have no emotion or
“soul.” On the opposite side, I’ve judged hundreds of images that were probably created by artistic individuals
who had a story to tell, but the images fell apart because the artist simply lacked the technical knowledge to

create what they envisioned.

You don’t have to be perfect, but give yourself a head start—begin obsessing over color now! [l

LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

Phillip and Eileen Blume are award-winning photographers just crazy enough to believe art
can change the world. Having transformed their small-town home studio into a top brand, they
now work with clients worldwide. The Blumes specialize in wedding and fashion photography,
and continue to focus on what matters most to them: charitable projects that include adoption
advocacy and documentary filmmaking to benefit children living in extreme poverty. Phillip
is @ monthly contributor to Shutter Magazine, and together the Blumes speak at numerous
top industry events, have appeared on CreativelLIVE and have shared their inspiring vision of
more meaningful photography from the TEDx stage. They are owners of three photography
brands, including a newborn studio, and are the proud founders of ComeUnity Workshops for
photographers who seek balance. They live with their children in rural Georgia.

theblumes.com
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YOU KNOW YOU SHOULD BE BLOGGING

Let’s face it. This isn’t the first or last article you’ll read telling you that you should be blogging. Blogging

is good because:

IT CREATES NEW CONTENT ON YOUR WEBSITE
which is good for SEO. Search engines (and humans) love to see that your website is constantly evolving in

order to bring the best content to your viewers. If the bot sees that your last update was in 2017, it’s going

to assume your website is outdated, and demote you in the ranks.

YOU ACTUALLY OWN YOUR CONTENT
Unlike images you post directly to social media, the content you post on your blog is always under your

control. Social media platforms DO come and go. Friendster, MySpace, and Periscope are all perfect

examples. Instead of investing energy to create content for Zuckerberg, create it for yourself instead.

IT INCREASES WEB TRAFFIC
When a potential client views your blog, they are only one click away from seeing the rest of your website.

Provided your content is good (keep reading for more on content), they should be enticed to stay and click

around. Plus, all that additional traffic tells search engines that you’re valuable.

IT BUILDS TRUST IN YOUR BRAND

An evolving blog shows that you are working consistently and are in demand in your market. Furthermore,

the right content can position your brand as an expert in photography and/or your specific niche.

DUDE. IT’S FREE MARKETING
I’m not saying you shouldn’t be paying for ads on Facebook, on Google, or in local magazines as part of
your marketing strategy. But if you have an avenue for free marketing that brings prospects to your website,

why wouldn’t you use it?

But it’s not enough that you are blogging, it’s how you are blogging that matters!
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YOU’RE DOING IT WRONG IF

Hopefully I’ve convinced you that blogging is an important part of your marketing mix. Good blogging
needs to have a mix of quality and quantity to be effective. You’re not maximizing your blog’s potential if:
YOU’RE NOT BLOGGING. An obvious one, but it can’t work if you don’t do it.

YOU’RE NOT BLOGGING ENOUGH

I know, it’s like pulling teeth to sit down and write. You’re a photographer, not a writer—I feel this. But if
you’re blogging infrequently, or your posts are too short, your efforts won’t pay off. You don’t need to post
every day —some experts suggest it might lead to reader burnout or come across as spammy —but you do
need to make it a part of your routine. Aim for posts that meet the SEO standard of 300 words or more for

best results. This means that you can’t just blog photos! Words are important.

YOU’RE ONLY BLOGGING CLIENT WORK

So you just shot an AMAZING wedding. You’ve got eleventy billion photos you can’t wait to share. You sit
down to blog and write—what? “Joe and Amy got married at this gorgeous hotel in Anytown USA. Amy’s
dress was beautiful! And these wedding details are totally #swoon.” Boring, right? You hate writing those
blog posts. They’re the reason you gave up on blogging. They’re painful to write. And guess what? Pretty

much everyone but Joe and Amy thinks they’re painful to read.

The thing about recent client work is that it’s what bloggers refer to as “decaying content.” This means it’s
going to get a bunch of hits when you first post it—probably from Joe and Amy’s family —and then your
analytics will drive right off a cliff back to zero. There’s no reason for anyone to come back to this content

later. Future brides aren’t searching for “Joe and Amy’s wedding.” No one cares.
This means, in order to get engagement back up, you need to post another recent client. And another!
And another! Kinda like the endless treadmill you’re already on with social media. And aren’t all of us

exhausted with that cycle?

Fortunately, there’s a better way to use your blogging energy.
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MAXIMIZING YOUR BLOG TO MARKET

YOUR PHOTOGRAPHY STUDIO

So you know you should be blogging, but blogging client sessions is painful and yields few results
in the way of new leads or lead conversion. As a photographer, what else are you supposed to blog?

Read on, friend.

IT’S ABOUT THEM, NOT YOU

Remember when I said that no one is Googling “Joe and Amy’s Wedding”? It’s true. If your target market
is couples getting married, what are their concerns? What kind of information are they looking for on the
internet? Inspiration photos, sure. But dig deeper. Do they need help with their timeline? Are they curious
if it looks weird in their photos to have more bridesmaids than groomsmen? Start thinking about your blog

as a way to cater to your future client with helpful information.

FOCUS ON EVERGREEN CONTENT

This helpful information that you’re writing becomes what is called “evergreen content.” This is content
that is not tied to a specific recent event (a la Joe and Amy) and is therefore relevant long after it’s originally
written. Evergreen content has the propensity to become what bloggers call a “compounding” post. The
opposite of a decaying post, a compounding post gains more and more viewership over time as it climbs

the ranks in search engine results.

Note that your blog does not have to be 100-percent evergreen content. It should be a mix of evergreen
and decaying content. So keep posting your recent weddings and sessions, but mix in some helpful
how-to’s and listicles to keep leads coming back. Check out the video that accompanies this article for some

topic ideas.
HELP LEADS KNOW, LIKE, AND TRUST YOU

Your online presence should be geared toward helping leads get to know you, like you and trust you, before
they reach out and inquire about a session. In addition to your educational/helpful content, consider articles
that communicate your “why” as a photographer. Share personal anecdotes and opinions. Find a way to

become more than just another photographer. Become a real person.

behindtheshutter.com
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BLOG FIRST, SOCIAL MEDIA SECOND

Let’s get the traffic pattern right. If you post an image on Facebook, the person viewing it stays on Facebook.
And you’re already on a constant uphill battle to keep your social media content buffer full. You’re trying

to swim upstream. Let’s flip the script.

Write your blog content first. Decide on your message, write the text, create the images. Then drip those
out to your various online outlets over time. This works for decaying and compounding posts alike. For
example, you’ve just blogged Joe and Amy’s wedding as decay filler for your blog. Now, take one favorite
image and one excerpt of their story to post on social media. Hook viewers in with a taste, then link to the

blog post so they can read the rest.

Two days later, choose a different image and a different excerpt from the same blog post, and post to social
media again. If you play your cards right, you can get several social media posts from one blog post. Think

about that. Your social media job just got easier.

Now, let’s go one step further. You can take this blog post and turn it into email content for your newsletter.
Use the same strategy: a killer image with click-worthy text, with a link to the post. This is an effective way
of reviving old leads. You know those leads who inquired, and then ghosted? They probably got busy and

forgot to follow up. Remind them you exist.

PRO TIPS

PRO TIP #1: BUILD YOUR LINKS

Search engines look at whether or not you’re linking out to other sites, and whether other sites are linking
back to you, as a measure of trust in your site. Use your blog as an opportunity to build those links. Wedding
blog? Link to the vendors that serviced the wedding. Portrait blog? Link to the location, the makeup artist,
or where to buy specific wardrobe items. Ask those vendors to link back to you when they share the images
on their own blogs or social media. Some vendors will actually pay you for the traffic you send their way.

Amazon has a notable affiliate program. You could even make money off those links!

PRO TIP #2: ADD READ TIMES TO INCREASE LINK CLICK THROUGH

Have you seen how news and popular blog sites have a little note that says something like “three-minute
read” beneath the article title? That’s a handy metric known as read time. Research shows that posting read
time actually encourages people to click through to your article. People are notoriously busy and distracted

these days, so showing that your article won’t take too much of their time is a plus.

Article read times are calculated based on the number of words in the article and the speed the average
person reads. It’s simple math, but rather than do that work yourself, you can install one of many handy

plugins that will calculate and post this info for each blog post.

PRO TIP #3: KEEP ‘EM CLICKING

To really maximize your blog’s unique appeal and SEO power, keep your viewers clicking. At the end

of your post, don’t send them packing! Instead, include links to other posts they might enjoy. Or, have a
call-to-action for them to contact you. Ask them to share the post on their own social media. Give them

somewhere to go, so that they don’t leave.
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BUILD VALUE AND THEY WILL COME

There are a lot of tips, tricks, rules, SEO tactics, and more to building your blog. And it all can get pretty
technical pretty quickly. But creating a blog that people actually want to read is really the main goal.
Create content that is informative, interesting, helpful, sharable and/or entertaining. If people find that your
content provides value, they will be much more likely to come back, inquire and eventually convert. And

isn’t that what marketing is all about? W

LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

Just a few years after Jeff and Lori found themselves struggling to survive while living in the
basement of their studio, back in 2012, they are the proud owners of a brand-new home on the
coast of North Carolina. The owners of Wilmington’s Indigosilver Studio offer boutique boudoir
portraiture and wedding photography. They are also the founders of The Shoot Space, their
educational resource for photographers. Their Shutter Magazine column, The Business Corner,
is dedicated to helping you grow your photography business.

indigosilverstudio.com
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The power to be creative in
more ways than ever before

Big lights in a small package

Both are seriously small with the B10 similar in size
to a medium camera lens and the B10 Plus around
the size of a large camera lens. That said, both lights
punch significantly above their weight with the B10
delivering five times the power of a speedlight and
the B10 Plus, twice that amount. Light that's natural
and beautiful with a soft, gentle fall-off.

True flexibility

You can shoot video with continuous light, and both
brightness and color temperature are easily adjusted
to blend with the ambient light. For convenience,
you can just as easily mount either light on a camera
tripod as on a light stand, and because both lights
are super lightweight, you can even use them
handheld.

Lights you can grow with

With a dozen light-shaping tools in our compact

and lightweight OCF family, and 120 more available
from the full Profoto family, you can create and
shape any kind of light with both the B10 and the B10
Plus. A range of Profoto AirT TL options for wireless
trigger and control means they are compatible with
any major camera brand, while the Profoto app lets
you play with light and shadow to create amazing
images with either light from your smartphone.
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Photographer
©Marie Barsch
www.mariebaersch.com

Location
Kerala, India
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Shooting with the

world’s smallest studio light

Light that’s both natural and beautiful

Because we designed the A1X with a round head
rather than the typical rectangular shape used by
other on-camera solutions, the light it delivers is both
natural and beautiful. That spread of light can also be
easily adjusted from a wide setting, where the light
has a soft smooth fall off to something narrower and
more focused - with just a simple twist of the zoom
ring on the head.

More than light

Being able to work with light is the key to creating
better, more creative images. That’s why the

A1X comes with a dedicated set of light-shaping
modifiers that, thanks to a built-in smart magnetic
mount, can be easily clicked on and off or stacked

to help you achieve exactly the effect you want.
These are a Dome Diffuser, Bounce Card and a Wide
Lens included with the A1X and a Gel Kit and a Soft
Bounce as optional extras.

AIrTTL means built-in convenience and versatility
With AiIrTTL you have a huge amount of built-in
flexibility. TTL allows you to lock in the perfect
exposure instantly, giving you far greater degree of
control and a significantly faster workflow. It’s pretty
much point-and-shoot; it’s easy, fast and precise.
And the ‘Air’ feature means you can communicate
with another A1X or other Profoto light seamlessly,and
High-Speed Sync is right there when you need it.

No more worrying about battery life

The A1X has its own exchangeable Li-lon high
capacity battery pack that lasts up to four times
longer than AA batteries with no performance fade,
and a facility to recharge quickly. So, you can shoot
for longer with confidence.

Never miss a shot

The A1X can keep up because it recycles four times
faster than most on-camera solutions - that’s every
1.0 second at full power. Put simply, you’ll never miss
a shot.

Photographer
©Ruby Law
http://www.rubylaw.photos

Location
Beijing, China

The world’s
smallest studio light

© Ruby Law
Location Location
Beijing, China Beijing, China
The gear The gear

1x Profoto A1X with Dome Diffuser 1x Profoto A1X with Soft Bounce

1x Profoto A1X with Dome Diffuser
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“Before the B10 Plus, bringing flas More power of small
to a remote location when you have
limited luggage size meant you he

to compromise between size anc
power. Now with 500Ws in suc
a small package, | don’t have t¢
compromise - and that’s one le
thing to worry about”

© Marie Bérs

Location Location
Kerala, India Kerala, India

The gear The gear

2 x Profoto B10 Plus 2 x Profoto B10 Plus

1x Profoto Umbrella Deep White 1x Profoto Umbrella Deep White
1x Profoto Collapsible Reflector
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YOUR BUSINESS

WEEKLY LIVE WEBINARS | PRIVATE FACEBOOK GROUP | PRICING & MARKETING CRITIQUES

PLUS BONUS CONTENT WORTH OVER $400
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PRICING CRITIQUES
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The actionable items that Sal gave us
put our studio on the path to cross the
1 million dollar mark just a few years later.

-Michael Anthony
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Photography is so much more than "what camera do you own?" If you understand lighting, you are well on your
way to conquering one of the most difficult aspects of photography. Without light, you are not making an image.

We need light. We should crave light, in all its forms.

This concept of "golden hour" is such utter nonsense. I mean, give me a break. So, you are going to limit your
shooting time to one particular part of the day? And you think you are going to make money in photography? At
the end of the day, a professional photographer must know how to create great images at any time of day and in

any lighting conditions.

For the record, there are no silver bullets when it comes to lighting. Yes, we will all gravitate towards a favorite
light source or lighting pattern, but we must be committed to learning everything we can about the different types

of light. This knowledge will open up a whole new world of creativity for you.

Below are some of the ways I use light to create beautiful images for my clients.

As photographers, we tend to RUN from hard light. It scares the crap out of us, right? Well, just like I alluded to
above, we need to learn how to use all light. Using only soft, warm, golden-hour light is easy. Anyone can do it.

Step out of your comfort zone.

Hard light can be very easy to work with if you practice. Over the years, I went from being intimidated and

avoiding it at all costs, to embracing it and creating some gorgeous images with it.

Now, don’t get me wrong, hard light can be a disaster if not done right. You have to watch the shadows on your

subject’s face. No one wants ugly shadows and racoon eyes.

behindtheshutter.com
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LIGHTING: Westcott Solix 2-Light Kit
EXPOSURE: F1.2 @1/200, ISO 200
CAMERA: Canon 5D Mark IV

LENS: Canon 85 mm /1.2

I love continuous light. Why? Because it's EASY. Yes,
even as a professional, I like easy. What you see is what
you get. Now, it's rarely as powerful as strobes, but

that’s ok. It's about having the right tool for the job.

It becomes very important to pay attention to your
lighting patterns here. That should be easy, since
you can see exactly what it will look like in-camera.
Something else to consider: Don’t use a single light.
Make sure you are using multiple lights where you can
to create dimension in the image. I like to use a main
light and a kicker light. This gives a very nice look with
dimension. You would be shocked at just how versatile

having just two lights can be.
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LIGHTING: Profoto Silver Reflector, Large
EXPOSURE: F1.2 @1/2000, ISO 50
CAMERA: Canon 5D Mark IV

LENS: Canon 85 mm /1.2

The reflector is likely the most under-utilized tool in your bag. If you don’t have one, get one now. I use my
reflector as much as, if not more than, any other tool in my arsenal. Why? Again, it’s easy. Not only is it easy,
it’s quick. No matter where I am, I can find a sliver of light. And even on cloudy days, I can add this right under

my subject to get a nice bounce of light.

This is perfect for headshots in the field. This is my number-one light source when I am on-location in open

shade. Your subjects won’t be blinded, and the light will look very natural.

My preference is a silver/white reflector. I am not a fan of gold or mixed, and white is rarely powerful enough to

give me the light I am looking for in open shade. Try it—1I think you will love the results.
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LIGHTING: Profoto Al, Off-Camera
EXPOSURE: f8.0 @1/200, ISO 50
CAMERA: Canon 5D Mark IV
LENS: Canon 24 mm

This is where the fun really begins for me. I love a dark and dramatic look. My goal is to create something
cinematic for my clients. In addition, I want to create something that no one else can do. This is a much more
difficult shot. You are trying to overpower the sun with your flash. You want to darken the scene overall and use

flash to illuminate your clients.

Think of this in two parts. Take your test shot without using flash. The sky should be a deep, dark blue, and the
overall scene should be damn near black. Your subject will also be super dark. Then, once the scene looks the
way you want, add light. This is where you will use flash to throw light on your subject and make them pop out

from the scene.

My inspiration from this comes from many trips to art museums. If you look at paintings from different periods,
the artists use light and dark to drive you through the frame. In addition, they use color very intelligently for the

same effect.

Image © Salvatore Cincotta Photography
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November 4-6, Los Angeles, CA

Superstar. Keynote speaker.

Photographer Annie Leibovitz is coming to MAX! Leibovitz's photos
include some of the most well-known portraits of our time and her work
has appeared in museums and galleries all over the world. Join us to hear
LIGHTING: Profoto B2 with Red Gel, Profoto B LIGHTING: Profoto Al with Blue Gel, her story, and see how it can inspire your own creative life.

with Teal Gel + OCF Beauty Dish Profoto Al with CTO Gel
EXPOSURE: f5.6 @1/200, ISO 50 EXPOSURE: f4.0 @1/80, ISO 1000

CAMERA: Canon 5D Mark IV CAMERA: Canon 5D Mark IV
LENS: Canon 85 mm /1.2 LENS: Canon 24 mm f/4

Gels are just fun. In the beginning,I was very intimidated by gels. Trying to make sense of them was overwhelming.
Today, they’re just another tool in the bag. They can be used creatively or correctively. So, how do I use them?

Well, it depends. There is no right or wrong answer here. It really is about the goal of the image you are creating.

In a corrective situation, you are trying to balance light with the scene. In a creative situation, you are using
colors to create a unique piece of art. Word to the wise: Don’t overdo it. I love gels, but I am only willing to create
a few frames with them. You never know what the client will want or like on their walls. Sure, on a commercial
project, gels might be exactly what is called for. However, with weddings or portraits, you might find that one

or two is all you need.

Have fun, and experiment. ll

Learn more at adobe.com/go/maxshutter

Sal Cincotta is an international award-winning photographer, educator, and author, and the
publisher of Shutter Magazine. Sal's success is directly tied to the education he received in
business school. He graduated from Binghamton University, a Top 20 business school, and has

worked for Fortune 50 companies like Procter & Gamble and Microsoft. After spending 10 years Sh M . d $400 'F ” 'F
in corporate America, Sal left to pursue a career in photography and has never looked back. utter agazine readers save on atullconterence pass.

salcincotta.com Use promo code P19MSM when you register.
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product

spotlight

with Salstse ot

Profoto AIX Profoto Connect

Why the Profoto A1X and Connect?

Portable power that’s easy to use? The Profoto A1X adds just that to their already incredible lineup.

It’s no secret, I am both a fan and avid user of the Profoto A1—1I own six of them. This is one of the most versatile

lights I have ever owned.

So what do I think about the new A1X? Faster recycle time and 100 more full-power flashes? What’s not to like, let

alone love?

The Profoto A1X allows me to create natural and beautiful light anywhere, anytime.

And for those of you wanting a more simplistic approach to trigger control, the new Profoto Connect is the answer.
It is a button-free trigger that will control all Profoto AirTTL lights. With only three settings—auto, manual and

off —it simplifies the system to make it easier to use to create well-lit images.

Check out the new Profoto A1X. You will not regret it.

LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

For more information, visit profoto.com/in/alx
or profoto.com/us/connect

behindtheshutter.com
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Now that we’ve covered how to safely store and manage your RAW files, we can talk shop: managing your master
catalog. I have lightly touched on why we have to do everything in a single catalog, but there is so much more
to it than just importing, editing and exporting files when it comes to this Digital Asset Manager (DAM). With
Lightroom, you can manage all your files in one place and finally get a handle on the chaos of wedding season.
In this article, I am going to show you how to properly manage your catalog so you can finally shoot a wedding,

import files, and work faster on your edits than you ever have before.

It all starts with a plan and sticking to it. I will show you how in this seven-part series on how to step up your

Lightroom game.

Over the next six articles, in order, you’ll learn how to properly manage Lightroom catalogs so you’ll be ready to
cull and sort your images while you import. Then, you will learn to Color Correct from the basics to the advanced
stuff, leading you to a solid creative edit workflow with Photoshop. Once you dial in your editing, you’ll be ready
to export and finalize your images. After exporting from Lightroom, you may want to take them into Photoshop,
and I will show you how to keep things organized across the programs. For now, let’s jump into the most important

step in Lightroom when it comes to efficiency: prepping RAW file previews.

This module can be accessed by striking the “G” key. I refer to it as the grid mode because I usually have the images
displayed this way.(1) In this view mode, you have the ability to filter the previews by text, attributes and metadata.
If these filters aren’t visible, strike the backslash “\” key. These options become more useful for culling and editing
your images once we get there.(2) From the menu bar, choose View > View Options, or hit CMD + J to adjust the
details for each preview cell. I prefer to see the file name, attributes and badges. To quickly toggle between grid

views, strike the “j” key.(3)

The more useful view mode for selection is loupe mode. These view options can be adjusted in the next tab within
the View Options dialog box.(4) I prefer to keep the camera info visible. For viewing individual images, I find
that leaving the side panels and film strip visible is very distracting; plus, the image needs to be larger. To drop the
side panels, hit the Tab key; to remove all three panels, hit Shift + Tab. You will notice when your cursor scrolls
over these panels that they automatically appear.(5) To keep this from happening, right-click next to the arrow and

choose Manual. You have total control over the panels with the Shift and Tab keys.
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Once in loupe mode, I use the arrow pad to cycle through images quickly. Images load quickly because the 1:1
Previews have already been rendered. Now, I prefer working in Lights Out mode.(6) To do this, you can strike
the L key twice to darken your screen. This allows us to focus on the best-of-the-best shots. Along with this tip,
I recommend using the Auto Advance option—just press Caps Lock to initiate it.(7) What this does is, when you
apply an attribute like a flag, a star rating, a color label, etc., it advances to the next image automatically. This is a
massive time saver when having to go through over 4500 images, because very second counts. Let’s review how

to apply attributes for selecting images.

Using attributes is essential when selecting images. These attributes include flags, color labels and star ratings.
(8) Hotkeys bring a new level of efficiency for going through thousands of images. Add a flag to an image by
selecting the “P” key.(9) Reject images by selecting the “X” key.(10) To unflag an image, strike the “U” key to

« 9

reset it.(11) You can also toggle between flag and unflag by striking the key.(12) Even easier to apply a flag,
strike Command + Up Arrow; to remove it, hit Command + Down Arrow.(13ab) To reject it as an unusable image,
strike Command + Down Arrow again. I recommend using the least complicated method to reduce thinking about
how to select, and just hit the correct key. Flags are very simple, but so is hitting the 6 key to add or remove the

red label.(14)
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If you are using the auto-advance feature I highly recommend only adding the pick flag. If you are using the auto-
advance feature, I highly recommend only adding the pick flag instead of using both the pick and reject flags. You
can refine your images once you are done culling, immediately applying a rejected flag to all un-flagged images
and un-flagging the picked ones. Then, you can filter out all rejected photos to further cull your images. This is an
efficient way to save time and stick with a simple plan when culling—simple is key! (15) This can be down by
holding Option, Command + “r”’ key. This immediately sets all unflagged images as rejected and all flagged images

as unflagged. This is a perfect option for choose useable images and quickly reject bad shots.(16)

Color labels are simple to add by using the number keys 6 through 9. The color tags ascend by striking 6 for red,
7 for yellow, 8 for green and 9 for blue.(17) Hitting these same keys again removes the attribute. Lightroom even
allows you to customize this feature: From the menu bar, select Metadata > Color Label Set > Edit.(18) You can
rename what keyword the color labels are referred to as. For example, I changed the green label to Samples, yellow
to Revised, green to Deluxe edit, blue to Premium edit and purple to Signature edit.(19) Then click in the presets
drop-down menu to save the current settings as a new preset. In order to see these keywords, make sure labels are

a column for metadata filters.(20)
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Star ratings are a great tool for adding levels of importance when selecting. Number keys 1 through 5 add stars,
and 0 removes ratings.(21) You can also use the “[* to increase and ”’]” option to decrease ratings.(22) My normal
process is to select images worth delivering to the client in 3 stars, then select impact images to edit with 5 stars.

This averages a total delivery of 1,600 digital negatives, with 800 of those as color-corrected proofs.(23)

When it comes to culling out images I first remove shots with soft focus, subjects with eyes closed and unflattering
expressions.(24abc) From there, I work to reduce duplicate moments to refine my final selection.(25) As stated with
the rating review process, if it’s a deliverable duplicate I'll 3-star it and 5-star the best image form the sequence.
(26) I find that when shooting through a moment of the wedding day, while culling I often find three or four great
shots of the same thing. These are all deliverable images, but keep in the mind when selecting 5-stars for your
client to preview you want to create impact. You do not want them getting anxious to see the rest of the day while
you show a hundred shots of the groom getting ready, no matter how good each of these shots may be. This will
lose the impact of your work and ultimately create a bad experience for your client when they should be spending

more money.

Selecting should be simple right, choose the images you would show your clients and dump the rest. This should be
the quickest way to remove the just plain bad shots. Either apply a pick flag, star or color label and most importantly

turn on Caps Lock.

Before you get started, it really helps to cull with your RAWs attached and 1:1 previews built as I mentioned in the

previous article. Build these at import and go get some coffee. Trust me, it’s worth not waiting 2 seconds for each

behindtheshutter.com

61



7-Part Series to Step up Your Lightroom Game: Part 3 Cull & Sort Your Files | Dustin Lucas

62 Shutter Magazine August 2019

I do not have a simple formula to help you cut down your final selection and cull in 30 min. Instead follow the
objective way to keep an image, by asking yourself these questions. 1: Is this image Sharp? 2: Are the eyes closed
unintentionally? 3: Is their expression flattering? 4: Do you have 3 or more of these same shots, moments? 5: Would
you want to sit through a slideshow of getting ready for 10 min? Keep it simple and cull out the non-essential shots

from the preview and deliver those duplicates later.

Now that we’ve prepped and culled this wedding the fun stuff begins, Color Correction. Tweaking each image to
perfection is not what I am talking about when it comes to Color Correction either. More to follow on that in the
Part-4 of this series. Getting back to Culling, this step can be the most defeating part of getting started if it takes you
days to complete. Whether you are getting hung up on the time it takes or just choosing shots to keep, you have to

plan and prep files. Above all, take the time to import, build 1:1 previews at import and wait a day! Wl

LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

Dustin Lucas is a full-time photographer and educator focused on the wedding industry and
the academic world. After achieving his master of fine arts degree, a career opportunity opened
once he began working with Evolve Edits. Through teaching photography classes and writing
about photography, Dustin continues to expand his influence on art and business throughout
the industry.

evolveedits.com
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3 Different Light Setups That Work Anywhere | Michael Anthony

Location-based photographers need to be able to create
lighting under any circumstance, at any time. Once a
photographer’s schedule becomes more and more filled
as their business begins to grow, the luxury of shooting all
clients during the beautiful, golden-hour, natural light will

become a thing of the past.

Thankfully, modern technology has allowed us to work in
any scenario by offering high-powered, battery-operated
strobes. This allows us the ability to create lighting setups
that would have been nearly impossible in the past without
very high-end equipment and lots of space. Today, with
lights like the Profoto B10 Plus, we are free to create

beautiful images with a small footprint.

For those who have been following my Shutter Magazine
articles for the last five years, you may recall many of the
lighting-specific articles that I have written. Today, I am
going to show you three different light setups that work in

any given scenario.
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Image © Michael Anthony Photography

UNDERSTANDING LIGHT RATIOS

Now, I have always stayed away from teaching lighting ratios, as they can seem complex for those just getting
started with off-camera flash. Today, however, I am going to walk you through light ratios. Light ratios are often
represented as two numbers with a colon separating them. The colon can be interpreted as the word “to.” The
key light is often your first number, and the fill light is often your second number. For instance, if a light ratio
is 1:1, that means that the key light and the fill light are equal in power. Putting both at an equal distance from
your subject on opposite sides of your subject’s face will result in flat lighting (provided that the modifiers are

the same), as both lights are equally filling the shadows.

It is important to understand light ratios today, because they will be the basis for what I am teaching you.

To obtain your light ratio, you will need to use a light meter. This isn’t always practical, so it’s best to practice
these techniques until you are able to eyeball them. Some of the more modern-day lights like the Profoto B10
and the Flashpoint Pro line have very accurate power outputs, so setting your fill two stops lower than your key
can work as well, providing you calculate stop lossage through the modifiers and distance, but I prefer to leave

math out of it as much as possible.

UNDERSTANDING THE INVERSE SQUARE LAW

Another obscure term that I have avoided because it tends to create a lot of confusion is the inverse square law
(ISL). The ISL is not a photography-specific term, but more of a physics one. It is often used to describe the

relationship between distance and light characteristics.

The ISL covers a lot of ground in regards to light behavior, but for today I want you to understand just two
concepts. First, the farther the distance from your subject, the more gradual the transition of light. Second, the
farther the distance you get from your subject, the less intensity the light will have. The second concept you
probably have discovered for yourself over time, but the first will affect your imagery once you learn how to

master it.

So with that being said, let’s jump into three light setups that will work in any scenario.
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1. CLAMSHELL (3:1)

This is your basic studio lighting setup that says that your key light should be three times more
powerful than your fill light. Doing this allows you to fill in shadows that are created by your key
light by filling them in, but still allows you to preserve the crucial highlight-to-shadow transition

that is so essential for three-dimensional photography

It also allows you to control that contrast to your liking. Having a three-to-one ratio is ideal for

retaining good tonality but still preserving detail in the shadow areas.

For this type of setup, I prefer to use a stripbox for my key light, and either a large light source like

a softbox or bounceflash for my fill light.

Now, with all fill light, it’s important that you allow your light to spread out. You can do this by
utilizing the inverse square law, and moving the light farther away from your subject, which will

allow it to spread. Use your light meter to measure your light intensity.

The most common way that I use this technique is to bounce my key light into the corner of a
room, and then use my strip light on my subject OR utilize window light controlled by curtains.

As always, it’s best to find natural light first, then move onto off-camera flash if it’s not available.
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2. FOCUS LIGHT WITH FILL

This light setup is a bit different than what many of you have practiced in the past.
It involves a minimum of two light sources and will take advantage of the inverse

square law again.

The purpose of this look is to craft dimension on your subject and on the entirety of
the scene independently. It will allow you to bring dimension to your subject’s face,

while still lighting an overall scene.

In order to do this, you will need your fill light to be much larger than your key —for
example, this could be a softbox for your key light with sunlight reflecting off a
building for your fill (think natural light first). You could also use a softbox for your
fill light and a speedlight for your key. You get the point, right?

This will allow you to focus light on your subject while still lighting your overall

scene, thereby reducing contrast and keeping a more dynamic lighting composition.

It’s best to use this lighting setup in situations that are not super contrasty to begin
with. Open shade is one place this works well; the reason is that it’s not too easy to get

enough power out of your light with your larger modifier on it from far away.
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3. CROSS LIGHT WITH BACKLIGHT

This light diagram is what I call an anywhere studio. This works well if you have a boring scene that you need
to add interest to. I do this all the time in getting-ready rooms, or any other time that I need to make something

extraordinary out of something that was pretty dull in person.

To do this, you will need three lights. Modifiers are up to you here, but I recommend a gel for your backlight,
and I recommend you match your modifier with your surrounding ambient light. So for instance, if you are in
shade, use a larger modifier; if sunlight is falling on your background, then you’ll want a harder modifier. It will

most likely be the latter.

You can use this in conjunction with a fill light on the opposite side of the key between a 3:1 and 5:1 ratio, but

it’s entirely up to taste here. I recommend playing around with it in order to find a look that you like.

Your kicker should be used opposite your key light to give three-dimensionality to your subject. I recommend
that you use a 5:1 ratio for subjects with light hair and a 3:1 ratio for subjects with darker hair. Don’t get all
caught up in those numbers, however; it’s best to get set up and adjust by eye, but the sample ratios I gave you

should give you somewhere to start.

Your backlight should be used to give dimension between subject and background, as an abrupt change in

luminosity or color can give you that separation.

The important part here is not to overpower your backlight. Remember, my number-one rule in lighting is that
your subject should be at least as bright as the brightest part of the image to ensure the viewer’s attention goes

where it needs to go.
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LIGHTING DOESN’T HAVE TO BE COMPLICATED

Photographers tend to overcomplicate lighting often. It’s understandable, because when we start bringing terms
in like “Inverse Square Law” and “3:1 Ratios,” it can be a bit overwhelming. The important part is that you are
always practicing, so if these terms don’t quite make sense yet, then I want you to just practice the diagrams I
laid out in this article. If you want more insight into light position, check out the video that I made to go along
with this article on Behind the Shutter’s YouTube Channel. Hl

LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

Michael Anthony is the owner of Michael Anthony Studios, a wedding photography studio based
in Los Angeles. He has won multiple awards in international image competition for his creative
use of light, storytelling and environmental portraiture. The five-member team at Michael
Anthony Studios photographs around 60 weddings and over 200 portrait sessions a year.

michaelanthonyphotography.com
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The one thing you can count on when you’re shooting on location is that you can’t count on anything . . . except a
variety of challenging lighting situations. These all fall squarely into what I like to refer to broadly as “bad light.”
Bad light is any quality of light that is inconsistent with the lighting desired for the images you’re about to capture.
This can be anything from harsh, mid-day sunlight, to blown-out backgrounds, to underexposed foregrounds, to
gray overcast days lacking light, direction and contrast. Essentially, bad light is the light you’re just given rather
than the light you actually want. More often than not, what mother nature provides isn’t what’s going to work best
for our images. As you’ve probably experienced more than once, natural lighting conditions are as unpredictable as
they are changeable; as the saying goes, “subject to change without notice.” As working photographers, we need to

prepared to deal with these situations.

The good news is that for every lighting challenge you’re likely to encounter on location, there also exists a lighting
solution to help you overcome that particular obstacle. It's all about developing the skills and know-how and arming
yourself with the tools necessary to work around what you’re given so you can create what you want. After all,

making pictures is about “creating” something that didn’t previously exist, isn’t it?

That’s where Shutter Magazine and these monthly tutorials come in. Together we’ll arm you with the knowledge
and skills you need to take your images and businesses to new heights. The gear, while important, is secondary to
the knowledge and skills you’re building. Once you understand the hows and whys of the techniques, the gear will
fall into place. For many of you, this is gear you may already own but are underutilizing or haven’t fully mastered.
If you don’t currently own a piece of gear called for below, don’t sweat it and think you can’t apply the following
techniques— trust me, you still can! It took me years of hard work and trial-and-error to acquire the tools I now use.
Keep in mind, there are brands and tools for just about every budget. Equipment can also be rented and borrowed,

and eventually budgeted for.

This article is largely an outgrowth of the three lighting classes I taught at this year’s Shutterfest. Each class focused
on a different aspect of location lighting, but upon reflection at the end of the day, the one unifying theme was
overcoming bad light. Let’s look individually at each of the lighting challenges you’re likely to encounter on a

regular basis and the tools and techniques you need to tackle them.
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HARSH SUNLIGHT

With the bright overhead sunlight you’re likely to encounter shooting on location at midday come harsh, unflattering
shadows and a hard quality of light rarely useful for image making. Your main refuge from this awful light is
finding open shade. This can be the shadow cast by the side of a building, an overhang, tree cover, etc. Absent the
availability of onsite shade, diffusion panels, which cut and broaden the light, are the go-to solution. These come
in a wide variety of sizes, from small hand-held pop-up models all the way up to large 12x12 panels. Collectively,

they are referred to as scrims.

It depends entirely on the prevailing lighting conditions but sometimes a diffusion panel is all you need. Typically,
I'll add a fill flash for a kiss of light that provides sparkle in the eyes and allows more control between the
background and foreground exposure. More on that later. Additionally, I like to add a pop-up reflector below the
subject to brighten their eye sockets and the area below the chin. You simply vary the distance of the reflector to
adjust the brightness as desired. Combining these three techniques works like a charm, knocking down the harsh

light, brightening the eyes, and producing very flattering, even light—every time.
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OVERCAST SKIES

Every shoot is a series of problems that need to be solved, and the lack of light is as much of problem as too much
light. This was the case during each of my Shutterfest classes. I had planned to demonstrate the techniques above,
and I did so, but without the aid of bright sunlight to fully illustrate the results. The Saint Louis weather had other
ideas. However, three days of overcast, rainy weather did provide an equally usefully opportunity to demonstrate
the lighting techniques I use when there’s an absence of light. With overcast days, you get gray, bluish, flat lighting

with little to no contrast. Not my favorite, and just as problematic as harsh light.

In this scenario, my go-to solution is a combination of one or more strobes, the appropriate modifier for the desired
quality of light, reflectors, and in many cases, the use of orange gels to reintroduce the warm-toned light absent
without sunlight. The goal is replicating a sunny day. When you work with ambient light and strobe, it’s important
to keep in mind that you’re working with two independent sources of light, each controlled independently using
different camera and strobe settings. Having two independent light sources allows for unparalleled control between
the foreground and background exposure, and coupled with high-speed sync this makes balancing exposures

significantly easier.

Images © Michael Corsentino

87 behindtheshutter.com



Turning Bad Light Into Great Light | Michael Corsentino

88 Shutter Magazine . August 2019

Image © Michael Corsentino

The basic rule of thumb when working manually is that the contribution of ambient light, in this case the dominant
light source on location, is controlled by adjusting the camera’s shutter speed. On the other hand, the amount
of strobe contributed to the exposure is controlled by adjusting the power output of the strobe or dialing in an
FEC (Flash Exposure Compensation) value when using TTL. This makes balancing the foreground subject and
background a snap. If your background is too bright, you simply use a faster shutter speed to lessen the amount of

ambient light. You then use strobe to properly illuminate the foreground subject.
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My typical workflow, as you’ll see in each of the three location shoots in this article, is as follows. The first thing
I do is establish an ambient exposure without any flash. This way, I can judge what my next steps should be
and decide which, if any, tools need to be added. Next, I’ll add a key light to illuminate the foreground subject,
matching or exceeding the ambient light value. In overcast scenarios, I’ll add a second strobe gelled with CTO

(color temperature orange gel) opposite the key light and behind the subject to add the missing warmth of the sun.

My next step is seasoning to taste the amount of ambient light contributed to the overall exposure. In cases where
the background is too bright and falls way out of balance in relationship to the foreground, I’ll employ shutter
speeds beyond my camera’s maximum sync speed using high-speed sync. High-speed sync is extremely useful, as
it allows you to use shutter speed to balance your exposure rather than adjusting your aperture. This is especially
important when shooting on location, where you’re likely to be relying on your aperture for creative effects such
as reducing distracting backgrounds and keeping the focus on your subject. High-speed sync means you’re not
forced to shoot at £22 to bring the exposure into balance. Instead, you can shoot with much wider and more pleasing
apertures and use a shutter speed anywhere up to 1/8000th of second to control the ambient light. Then, you

simply adjust the power of the strobe illuminating the subject as needed. It’s that kind of control that makes this

photographer a happy man! H

LEARN MORE.

Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

Michael Corsentino is an Orlando, Florida-based editorial fashion and portrait photographer. In
addition to his busy shooting schedule, Michael is a passionate educator, teaching workshops
domestically and internationally. He is an author of two books, writes a monthly lighting
column for Shutter Magazine and is a regular contributor to Photoshop User magazine and
JointheBreed.com.

michaelcorsentino.com
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BOX

SWITCH

Having the right tool for the
job is critical to creating the
perfect image. Knowing that
I can easily switch between
light sources and modifiers by
simply changing inserts, now
that’s true power and control!

SAL CINCOTTA

How does Sal Switch?

Sal Cincotta switches light inserts on his Rapid Box Switch
between studio strobe when he wants more power and
speedlites when on location.

The new Switch Series for Rapid Box and Beauty Dish offers
13 interchangeable light mount inserts for 9 versatile light
modifiers. Pair with new egg crate grids for total lighting
control like never before.

When will you make the Switch?

FJWESTCOTT.COM/SWITCH

Switch patent pending. ©F.J. Westcott Co. All rights reserved.
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Why the Westcott Flex Cine Lighting System?

Any color. Anywhere. Anytime.

The Flex Cine is one of the most portable and versatile lights on the market. The mats have been redesigned from
the ground up for the working professional. They are rugged and durable, and have an IP64 rating—they are

dust-tight and splash-resistant.
These are built to bring new life and creativity to your photo and video projects.
Details

- Available in RGBW, bi-color or daylight, with sizes ranging from 1' x 1' to 2' x 2', these compact LED mats offer

powerful, pristine and flicker-free lighting for any situation.

- When utilizing the dimmer's onboard controls, users have access to a dynamic range of tools that control color and
intensity, including 120+ pre-loaded color gel presets with daylight or tungsten backing, source-matching presets,

user-defined presets, CCT controls and more.

+ The Flex Cine Wireless DMX Dimmer is designed with a built-in V-Lock Mount to accept AC or DC power.
Pair with either the universal AC Adapter or 26V Lithium-Ion Battery to power Flex LED mats with more options
than ever before. Users can also power a 1' x 1' bi-color or daylight LED mat via any compatible 14.4-14.8V

V-mount battery.

LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

For more information, visit fjwestcott.com/flex
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Countless songs, poems and even novels have been written about the Mona Lisa. It is not only the technical
aspects that make this painting so alluring and timeless, it is the subject’s unknown story that has intrigued
us for over five centuries. The main tools we use as photographers to create our masterpieces are the camera
and the light. With these tools, we can manipulate light to add impact and tell the story behind the image.

A common industry practice today is to have a consultation with a client prior to photographing. Clothing
options, locations and interests are among the customary items discussed. And while there are countless

benefits from a consultation for both client and photographer, I want to understand a subject’s story.

The conversation initially begins with more generic topics like sports or interests, but my goal is to dig
deeper. Sometimes, the story is not one others will easily understand because it is softer, quieter and more
subtle. It might be incorporating the subject’s favorite color or capturing an expression the parent has seen
since they were little. Maybe the location reflects a love of nature, or maybe the subject is sitting on their
grandmother’s front steps, which are a sentimental place with family history. At other times, the story is
obvious and more overtly understood by all who view the image. The subject may want to incorporate their

athletic or academic interests, or another passion in their life.

Whether the story is very apparent visually or more subtle, I want to understand it so I am then able to start
designing a lighting plan to represent that story. Should the lighting be harsh and dramatic because it’s for
an athlete? Should the lighting be soft or natural to reflect the subject’s personality? Should the lighting
angle emulate the stage lights of a theater for the thespian? By starting with their stories, I am inspired to

visually tell a story with light.

As artists, we have the opportunity to explore various lighting styles and patterns. Here are four different

subjects with four very different stories and lighting approaches.

Image © Jessica Robertson Photographic Artistry

EXPOSURE: F3.2 @ 1/125, ISO 6400
LENS: 95MM

Sometimes, the story is not initiated by the vision of
the subject, but rather by the way their loved ones see
them—that is the true story. Saxon’s mom described her

as being “a light in people’s lives.”

With this description as inspiration, the concept we came
up with was to use battery-powered twinkle lights in
conjunction with white icicle lights and regular strands
of holiday lights. Because very little actual light comes
from this type of light source, we used a BUNCH, and
we layered them. We used a background stand to drape
the holiday lights and positioned them about six feet
behind her. We then positioned icicle lights below and
around her on a white, fluffy bean bag. The white fabric
helped to bounce the light back up and fill the shadow
areas. For the third layer of lights, we used the small
twinkle lights between the camera and the subject to
achieve the final bokeh.

Once we were all set up and ready to photograph,
we noticed the light was still insufficient and was
inconsistent across her face. To solve this last issue, we
added a small amount of fill light coming from the same
direction by using the modeling light in a 4x6 softbox.
Mom also helped out by holding an additional string of
lights close to Saxon’s face. And then we were able to

play with expression and different angles. So fun!
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EXPOSURE: F4.5 @1/100, ISO 320
LENS: 200MM

For many years, I could rarely achieve what I wanted
using only natural light. As an off-camera flash
photographer, I never felt I could achieve the control
over light that I wanted. While I still believe there
are limitations to only using natural light for all
situations, I do feel there are stories that are best told

using only natural or available light.

In 2011, I moved my studio. One of the renovations
to the building was putting in a floor-to-ceiling
glass-paneled garage door. It acts in a similar
fashion to a very large softbox and adds variety to

in-studio sessions.

When chatting with Brianna about her session, we
definitely wanted to highlight her beautiful eyes and
create a softer, more natural lighting environment.
The solid green shirt was perfect for bringing out her
eyes, and we balanced that with a background that

had warm tones and greens.

The garage door acted as the main light, and I used a
reflector to fill some of the shadows on the left side
of the frame. I placed her at the back edge of the
garage door to allow the light to hit the mask of her
face. I achieved additional backlighting by using a
window about ten feet behind her. The window light
flooded onto the background as well and acted as a

background light.
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SHADOW AREA

Brooke and her mother began planning her senior session when I photographed the first daughter in the
family three years prior. During Brooke’s consultation, I learned that she loves the color yellow and adores

flowers. They found the perfect location to photograph that had both day lilies and sunflowers.

Ideally, I like to work in areas where the client is in the shade, where there is light coming in from the sun
that is filtered either by trees or other objects. Obviously, this does not always happen. In this first image of

Brooke, we sought some reprieve from the blasting summer sun, filtering it through the trees nicely.

My goal was to create a soft light that simply filled her eye sockets to illuminate the color of her eyes, but
I did not want the image to appear overly flashed. I positioned the flash to camera right at about 60 degrees
and just above her head. I used a two-foot Profoto Octo Softbox to soften the Profoto B1X 500.

EXPOSURE: F5 @1/250, ISO 200
LENS: 144MM

DIREGT SUN

In contrast, the second image was in direct sunlight. The sun was virtually straight above her head but
slightly behind. The goal for this image was different. I didn’t want to just fill her eyes with light, I needed
to balance the harsh overhead lighting and the backlighting. However, I set up my lighting in a very similar
way, just with a larger amount of light from the fill flash. I also turned her face just enough to use the sun

as a rim light on her left cheek.

For the client, both setups tell her story. Ultimately, I created well-lit images in both lighting situations. I

believe that arming myself with lighting for all locations helps to differentiate our studio in our area.

EXPOSURE: F5 @1/400, ISO 100
LENS: 60MM

Image © Jessica Robertson Photographic Artistry
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EXPOSURE: F7.1 @1/160, ISO 100
LENS:125-200MM

From the moment in my first photography class in college when I was told that photography is drawing with
light, I have seen my lights as paintbrushes. Where do I want the light? Where do I want the shadows? What
is most flattering for the subject? What tells the story?

Sports images have always been some of my favorite studio images. I love having the control to illuminate
the shape of the triceps with just a small kiss of light while creating dimension across the abdomen with
light crossing over the body. It is empowering to create an image in my mind and then move the lights

around to “draw out” a subject’s physical attributes simply by knowing where to put the lights.

For Sawyer’s session, we knew we wanted to create images that were a celebration of the many hours she
has spent playing volleyball. She sacrificed “normal” teenage activities and dedicated many hours to her

travel team, so it was only appropriate to tell this story visually.

I used a 4x6 softbox as the main light but feathered it significantly, so it acted more like a strip box to create
a narrow light source. It scraped across her body to allow for shadows and it was positioned at about 80
degrees camera right. I illuminated the left side of her body from behind and to her leftusing a 14”x48”
kicker. I used an additional 10”x36” hair light from above to illuminate and separate her hair from the
background. I also created a focused lighting pattern on the background with a 10-degree grid, which also
helped to separate the subject from the background. Though the approach to the lighting was pragmatic, the

result is both dramatic and flattering to the subject and the story.

Each client has a unique story to tell, and I believe it is my responsibility to take the time and effort to
discover what it is. By using different lighting techniques, I express that narrative as an image. Alternative
lighting, natural lighting, on-location lighting and studio lighting are four different techniques that not only
help tell our client’s stories, but also help separate us from our competition. It is with light that we add

impact and storytelling; it is with light that we paint our Mona Lisa. ll

Jessica Robertson is an award-winning photographer, educator, and business coach. She owns
and operates Jessica Robertson Photographic Artistry in Ashland, Virginia. She started her
photography career professionally in 2000 after graduating Guilford College with a degree in
Art with a Concentration in Photography. She personally photographs over 200 seniors a year.
You can find out more about Jessica through her Facebook group, Shoot it Straight with Jessica
Robertson and her Instagram: JessicaRobertsonPhoto.

jessicarobertson.com
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Light is and has always been the most important aspect of a great photo. It can make, break, or even define
a photograph. Ideas on how one should and should not use lighting vary based on whomever you ask, and a
plethora of lighting tutorials exist on the web. There are rules in photography, and there are rules in lighting as a
part of photography. However, when you're photographing conceptual work or fine art, you are largely expected
to make your own rules. Only you know what is in your own head, and you have to bend any rules that stand
in the way of making that vision a reality. This is why conceptual work can be hit or miss. Those who dedicate
their time to perfecting their own rules can really wow us with their dramatic and impactful photos. To make a
photo interesting, you have to have a vision in mind and then bend the light to meet that vision. You should never
bend your vision to suit your situation. Great ideas can fail due to terrible execution, and that is why conceptual
photography can be so difficult to master. Practice truly makes perfect. Being more mindful of what you want to

capture and taking your time can make all the difference.

1. CREATE NEW THINGS AND TRY THEM

While popular lighting setups are safe options, how is one to stick out unless they get creative? Sometimes you
have to try something you visualize in your head and see what happens. The worst that could ever happen is you
set up your light and the image sucks. No big deal; nothing lost. With every test and trial, you will find things
you like and dislike. You may even stumble upon lighting setups that people charge to teach, or that your idols
are using. Nothing is cheaper than trial and error. Try mixing things up. Use one light when you usually use three,
use a mix of bounce and direct lighting, balance ambient light with a fill flash, use a ring flash as a kicker light

instead of a main light—whatever it is, just do something you wouldn't normally do.

Image © Wurmwood Photography
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2. SHOOT FOR TEXTURE

I love texture. Specifically, I love how texture adds something unique to a photograph. You can photograph red
on red on red, and what differentiates the various parts of the image? Differing textures. Such monochromatic
pictures are something I do a lot. Without differing textures, things could end up blending together leaving
nothing to catch the eye. One way I shoot for texture is to position my lights at an angle instead of head-on. Not
only is angled light more flattering to a face, but it allows the light to play off the texture, making it become
shadowy and defined. A great way to further accentuate those shadows is to forgo a fill light. So long as you're
exposing correctly, you don't always need to use a fill light. Don't be afraid of shadows. Texture gives your

photograph more depth and dimension, because there is just more to see and take in.

3. ACCENTUATE FACIAL FEATURES WITH LIGHT

Ideally, we would look great in every light all the time, but life hates us all and just doesn't work like that. We've
all seen ourselves in unflattering light, and many of us don't miss an opportunity to snag some selfies when we
come upon good lighting. Light can completely change how a person looks. For instance, a deeper shadow
typically indicates something is more debossed. If one has shadows just below their cheekbones, our eyes can
look at a 2D image and figure out that the cheeks are in farther than the cheekbones. There’s a darker shadow, and
the cheeks appear to go in even deeper. Shadows below the cheekbones, under the neck, on the sides of the nose,
and on the hairline can make a person appear thinner. Highlights have a similarly strong effect in the opposite
direction. A highlighted area appears closer to the lens. Even subtle highlights can completely change an image.
Highlights on the tip of the nose, the cheekbones, the shoulders, the clavicals, and the upper lip can make an
image appear much more dimensional. And while a highlight in the inner corner of your eyes doesn't necessarily

make that area look "closer" to the lens, it does brighten eyes and create a very beautiful look.

To control highlights and shadows, you need to place your lights appropriately. A favorite setup of mine is to
use a beauty dish and grid very close to a subject, about 45 degrees directly above them and angled down. This
adds highlights to the forehead, chin and nose and also adds some shadow to the cheeks and under the neck.
I sometimes also throw a reflector 45 degrees below them to get some nice specular lights in the eyes and to
soften shadows just slightly. The grid helps to keep the light narrow, which makes the shadows more prominent
and defined.

Another great tip for getting highlights is to use highlighter. No, not a Sharpie, but makeup. Highlighter is
essentially a shimmery powder or cream that people use as part of their makeup routine to give them highlighted
areas of skin. It reflects light and makes areas pop. These highlights aren't just captured by a flash; you can
see them on people as you walk around every day. You can make your face look completely different with
contouring and highlights using makeup alone. The same concept should be applied to lighting. Even if you are
shooting a model with absolutely zero makeup, having highlighter on hand can really help you capture an image
with more dimension. Highlight the upper cheekbones, the inner corners of the eyes, and the skin just above their
upper lip. Blend the highlighter so the light reflected is feathered. If you want to learn what light is flattering,
watch makeup tutorials. It may seem silly, but makeup is related to lighting because contouring and highlighting
changes how light reflects off skin. Learning about makeup can help you understand what should be darkened
and what should be lightened, and you can apply that knowledge to where you choose to place your lights or

even how you choose to dodge and burn in post.

I would be remiss if I didn't also mention the highlights created by moisture. Liquid is reflective, so while
sweat can make the wrong areas stick out, water can provide lots of dimensional artistic highlights, and baby
oil can make skin reflect enough light that all areas closest to the camera are highlighted. Experiment with these

things —you might find something you like.
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4. PLAY WITH COLOR

I'm sure we all know the joy of colored gels, though maybe some of us don't. Colored gels can create intense,
dramatic light with minimal effort. You can transform the entire mood of a location by changing the color of
the lights you use. This means you can throw color on your main lights, on your fill lights, or even on your

background. Colored light is extra fun to experiment with.

Colored light is great, but what about colored shadows? I love adding extra dimension in shadows by making
them project a color. One way that I typically do this is to bounce a colored flash or shoot it directly on a subject
with significantly lower power than my key light. If you let it just scatter over an entire image, it will show only
in the shadows and not in the highlights. It's a pretty cool effect and one that I stumbled upon when I was trying

new things one day.

I’ll say it again—try new things.

Image © Wurmwood Photography
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5. DON'T BE AFRAID TO GET WEIRD: REALLY WEIRD

I've mentioned trying new things with lighting, but there are still rules, yeah? We want our subject to look
flattering, we want our photos in focus, and we want our message to be easily conveyed. These things aren't all
necessarily true in the world of art. When you're shooting conceptual portraits or fine art, you are making your
own rules. It's okay to get weird with it, and it's okay to do something that a lot of people might not typically
like. The world isn't all daisies and cut abs; sometimes there's sweat, muck, and weirdos. I myself am a sweaty,
mucky weirdo. That weird idea you came up with one random Tuesday morning over coffee? Shoot it. That guy
with the crooked smile and weird tan lines? Take his photo. Let yourself try things that you want to try without
worrying about whether people will find it particularly beautiful. You may hate the outcome, but you very well

may not. Shoot simply for yourself sometimes, and see what you create.

6. TAKE A CLASSIC LIGHTING SETUP AND ADD SOMETHING TO
IT (OR DON'T)

Take one of your typical lighting setups and add something extra in it somewhere. Add a colored hair light or
some kicker lights in the back. Add just one or two more dimensional aspects to your portrait that you might
not usually think to add. Really take your time and focus on how you want the light to appear when you hit that
trigger. You can practice without feeling on-the-spot by photographing a teddy bear or your significant other's
terrifying mannequin. Place a light, test it, and move it if it needs to be moved. Don't get impatient or only stick

with the first thing you try. Move things around until they look like you want them to look.

Classical lighting doesn't absolutely need to be spiced up to be exciting. It's classic for a reason; it looks good.
Classical lighting setups can make images look historical, or vintage, or even romantic. Try photographing things
with classic lighting setups that wouldn't typically be shot in such a manner. For instance, light a little boy with
a setup you would use for a Wall Street tycoon and make him look powerful, or photograph something mundane

with theatrical lighting. Take a photo of an alien girl with Rembrandt lighting and tell me people don't react to it.

Images © Wurmwood Photography
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7. DON'T BE AFRAID TO TELL BOKEH TO GO TO HELL

Bokeh is great, I love it, but it shouldn't be utilized in every shot. It can be dramatic to show one scene in an
image, and it can be just as interesting to have an image with no focal point with a huge, scattered story. If you
want to get creative, you have to mix it up. Bump up that f-stop up until you can see every wrinkle on your
model's face. I would say 98 percent of my images are shot at f/4. I zoom in if I want to blur the background a
bit, or I shoot wide and capture the whole image. I really love having a lot of detail in an image. I want to see
the pattern in the eyes and the texture on the shirt sometimes, and will often go up to f/8 or /11 if I want. It's
certainly a different looking portrait than one taken at f/1.8, but it's only that: Different. Not less than, not more

than, just different.

Since aperture is part of what controls how the lighting appears in an image, try lighting something how you
would usually light it, but expose for that smaller aperture. Maybe separate your subject from the foreground
and the background by lighting the background with a solid color instead of using aperture to blur it. There are
endless options when it comes to producing a stunning photograph, and playing with your aperture in conjunction

with more light is one great way to shoot something different.

When it comes to creating dynamic, interesting conceptual portraits, you have to step outside of your comfort
zone time and time again. You have to try things that might fail, and you have to repeat winning setups over
and over to refine them. Work is the necessary evil of life, and without it you won't advance. Go do something

different, right now. l

Jess Hess is an internationally published fine art and conceptual portrait photographer in
southern Ohio. At her Wurmwood Photography studio, she blends vibrant colors and unusual
ideas with classic portraiture for her own unique take on portrait photography. She strives to
do something fresh and different in every session, constantly experimenting and pushing the
envelope to satisfy her love of art. In her spare time, she runs an underground art magazine
dedicated to promoting other artists around the world.

wurmwoodphotography.com

Wurmwood Photography

©
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HOW SAL CINCOTTA USES THE

SYSTEM
OF LIGHTS

It’s not just a light. It’s a lighting
system. This is the part people just don’t
understand. We make these investments
in different equipment without ever
wondering if or how it will work together.
As you grow your lighting kit, your lights
will need to work together. Not all jobs
are created equal. I don’t always need
huge, powerful lights. Sometimes, I need
a small kicker. Having a smaller light
work seamlessly with my studio strobes is
priceless. It’s about having the right tool at

the right time to create epic images.

Here are some thoughts and examples on
how I use the Profoto system to create epic

images.

The first thing you will notice is that all
of these lights are battery-powered. This
is a true gamechanger. In the past, I had
one set of strobes for in-studio and one set

for on-location. It was a giant pain in the

you-know-what. Today, that is no longer

an issue. I use the same lights no matter
where I am at. This gives me tremendous

flexibility.

Profoto has given photographers an
incredible arsenal of lights and light-
shaping tools to allow us to create
awe-inspiring images anywhere in the

world, making the world our studio.

Image © Salvatore Cincotta Photography

B10 Plus // 500Ws // 4.21bs // 200 Full Power Flashes

This is a workhorse of a light. With 500Ws of light and a fast recycle time, this gives me the power I need in most circumstances. I can

use this both indoors and on-location on bright sunny days.

If you plan on working in multiple locations and environments, this is the light I would recommend adding to your kit. It will give you
all the power and recycle time you need. Now, this is a little heavier to carry around with you, but trust me, when you need that extra

stop of light to overpower the sun, you will wish you had this in your bag.

In the studio, this is my go-to light. With 500 Ws, the B10Plus gives me all the power I could ever need on almost every studio shoot.

Pro Tip: Pick up a monopod for use on-location. I will typically have
this light mounted on a monopod, allowing my assistant to hold it at

a higher angle, mimicking that of the sun to create a more realistic

lighting pattern on my subject.

B10 // 250Ws // 3.31bs // 400 Full Power Flashes

Think of the B10 as the baby sister to the B10 Plus. Everything I said about the Plus holds true for the B10. The difference? You have

one stop less of power, but with that comes a more portable form factor.

Something we haven’t had a chance to talk about yet is recycle time. The B10 will give you a two-second recycle time at full power.
And the B10 Plus will give you two-and-a-half. This is extremely important when you are trying to make sure you don’t miss a shot.

No one has time to wait for a strobe to recycle. You are going to miss a lot of shots.

Pro Tip: Always order an extra battery for your lights. When you are shooting away, you will lose count of how many images you are

creating, and the last thing you want is a dead battery to abruptly end your fun.

A1X // 76Ws // 1.21bs // 450 Full Power Flashes

This is one of my favorite lights. These are with me at all times. I find the A1X to be the Swiss Army Knife of lights in the Profoto
lineup. Small, versatile and powerful. Don’t let the 76Ws fool you—this light offers more than enough power to get even the most epic
of shots on any wedding day. The A1X does an amazing job of balancing natural light and flash. This is the perfect fill light. However,

it can also be used to create some pretty dramatic results. Like I said, this is my go-to light in the field.

Pro Tip: Invest in the gels. Profoto offers a CTO gel kit that you will absolutely need if you are going to use the lights in a mixed
environment. If you are a wedding/portrait photographer, you will without a doubt find yourself in lighting situations where you need

to match the light in the room. The gel kit will do the trick.

| Advertisment






5 Tips For Mastering Portrait Lighting | Miguel Quiles

120 Shutter Magazine . August 2019

The single most important element of a photograph isn’t bokeh, or what kind of camera or lens was used to
take it—it’s light! Great lighting is what separates the good images from the bad, as well as the good from the
great. It’s literally and technically what your camera sensors capture every time you press your shutter. As a
photographer, our number-one goal should be to chase down great lighting, maybe even learn how to create it if
called for, and then place our subjects within that scene to bask in its brilliance. There are some useful strategies
that I’ve learned and implemented in the last few years that have dramatically improved my portrait-lighting

ability, and I believe these tips will help you as well!

TIP #1-BE AWARE OF “EVERY DAY LIGHT"

Before I became known for my lighting style, I was a curious hobbyist who studied beautiful images from all of

the big fashion magazines and books. I would pour over images and try to figure out some basic things:

* What was the light source?

* Where was the light coming from in relation to the subject?

* Was it being reflected or diffused?

* What was the color temperature (was it golden or cool in color)?

* Was it creating hard, defined shadows or softer ones?

As I began to wire my brain to identify and try to answer these questions, I started to try to become aware of
“Everyday Light,” meaning the light that we see all around us throughout any given day. So how exactly does

that work, and how do you utilize it?

One simple way of doing that is to pause at three or four moments throughout your day and answer those
questions above. If you’re at a coffee shop, sitting by a window, talking to a friend, pay close attention to how
they are being lit. Is it a combination of daylight mixed with some ambient light coming from within the shop? If
s0, do you see a different color of light on the store-lit side of the face versus the window side? Are items on the
table, like a napkin perhaps, reflecting any light back onto your subject in a flattering or unflattering way? It may
seem random, but in those situations, think of what it might take to get the everyday light that’s available around
you to look better. Then, when you’re in a situation where you’re attempting to capture a great image, you’ll start
to be aware of whether or not the spot that you’re in is the most conducive to taking a good shot, or if you might
need to look elsewhere or maybe even create your own light. It’s a fun exercise that will fundamentally change

how and when you take a photo.

Images © Miquel Quiles Photography
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TIP #2-TAKE PHOTOS AT DIFFERENT TIMES OF DAY

One of the most basic ideas that you’ll hear about is to take photos during “golden hour,” which generally occurs
an hour after sunrise or an hour before sunset. While it is a perfect time to try to capture a nice image, it’s what
I’ve come to learn as the “low-hanging fruit” of portrait photography. Nearly everyone can take a great image in
these conditions, and it makes a great photo taken in this time a bit more — generic, for lack of a better word. Look

through the portfolios of your favorite portrait photographers, and you’ll likely see this trend for yourself.

Rather than following the pack all the time, try breaking away from the commonly held times that one should take
a portrait and practice shooting at all hours of the day. It’ll make you far more versatile and better equipped to

handle anything that mother nature can throw at you lighting-wise.

Images © Miquel Quiles Photography
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TIP #3-NATURAL LIGHT CHALLENGE

The idea behind this tip is quite simple. If you’ve
taken some images using natural, available light,
try to replicate that lighting using artificial lighting
from speedlites, strobes and constant sources. You’ll
be shocked to find that you can easily recreate most
lighting scenarios relatively easily using lights that
you are fully in control of. To give you an example of
how I utilized this tip, I set up a black background in
a shaded area outside of my studio and took a portrait
of my subject for the day, Julie Dawson. After taking
a few images [ was happy with, I went into the studio
and attempted to create a similar look using my studio
strobes. I knew that the lighting that was illuminating
her outside wasn’t actually hitting her directly, so
I used that as a starting point for my lighting. I took
two strobes, one on either side of her, and instead of
pointing them directly at her, I bounced them forward
into a white wall in front of her. This light bounced
off the white wall and illuminated her in a way that
was similar to what I was seeing outside. While the
results you’re seeing here are from a few years ago,
the technique is pretty close to what I would do today

if faced with a similar exercise.
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TIP #4-LIGHT SHAPING ROUND ROBIN

Ever wonder what the differences are between, say, a beauty
dish and an umbrella? Or maybe a softbox and a Fresnel?
Every light-shaper out there will create a different type of light
effect on your subject, and it’s important to be able to identify
which ones you’ll need for your given application. It’s a light
study that will raise your IQ when it comes to identifying and
creating great lighting, and it’s crazy simple. To start, you can
use a simple five-in-one reflector. Try lighting a subject with
the silver side, white side, gold side, black side and diffusion
panel of your reflector! Perhaps try bending it in weird shapes
to see how that throws light onto your subject. If you have the
budget for it or own off-camera flashes, try using a variety
of modifiers during a single shoot so that you can recognize
quickly over time what each light is doing. For example, in my
case, I learned that I personally preferred the light that I would
get from a large octabox versus a similarly sized umbrella.

This exercise is a great way to fine-tune your lighting tastes.
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TIP #5-PRACTICE DAILY

My final tip is to practice shooting daily. On those days where I don’t have a portrait subject to photograph, I
would simply break out a soda bottle, place it on a counter, and snap away! Don’t ever make the excuse that you
don’t have models to help you practice. Make the best of what you have and try these tips out every single day.

Who knows, maybe you too will see yourself make huge strides in your mastery over lighting!

Miguel Quiles is a New Jersey-based portrait & headshot photographer. He's proud to be a
recognized as a Sony "Artisan of Imagery"” and Profoto "Legend Of Light”. Miguel has spoken on
plalorms around the world, including major conferences such as Shulerfest, WPPI, & Photo Plus.
You can catch Miguel teaching lighAng weekly on his YouTube channel along with other topics
aimed at helping photographers reach their goals.

miguelquiles.com
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Hi, I’'m Jay P. Morgan from The Slanted Lens, and today we are going to talk about every photographer’s worst

nightmare: shooting in direct sun.

Maybe there are a few other nightmares, like “I forgot by batteries,” or “I formatted the wrong card and lost
all my images,” or “I don’t have the correct cable for my strobe,” or “My camera sensor has dirt all over it in

every image” ...

OK, so there are a lot of nightmares when you shoot, but shooting in direct sun does not need to be one of them.
The craft of photography is the ability to shoot at any time of day and make incredible images. We can’t always
control where we shoot and the time of day. Let’s say someone has a wedding and they come out of the church
right at noon. We can’t just ask that they reschedule everything so that we can shoot them coming out of the
church during magic hour. We need to have the ability to shoot when and where things happen. This means you
will need to know how to handle direct sun. There is no reason to hide inside when the sun is high and harsh;

we are going to show you how to get out there and shoot successfully. So If you’re brave enough to get out there

1. DON’T RELY ON SHADE

One solution is to find shade, somewhere that will cover your subject so the light will be soft and more flattering.

Shooting in shade is ideal for wide-open, soft, reflected light that is very neutral-looking.

However, sometimes you don’t have much shade to choose from like in an open field. Or, you want to shoot in
the specific location, and moving into the shade would be pointless. If you have the option to use shade and it
doesn’t change the purpose of the shoot, definitely go for that, but when you don’t have the option to use shade,
then it’s time to fight the sun.

When you can’t hide from the sun then the best thing you can do is make it your key light. The sun is the biggest
key light there is! There won’t be anything around that is as bright as the sun. So why compete with it? Use
the sun as a key light. You do this by moving your subject until the sun lights their face in one of the 5 portrait
lighting positions. Have your subject look up toward the sun. This crates a nice butterfly. Maneuver your subject
until the sun on their face falls into a Rembrandt or split light. This can be hard because you can’t move the sun

so you have to move your subject. Use the sun as a key to light your subject’s face.

To make this really work, it’s good to use a reflector of some kind and bounce light back into your subject’s face.

This will open up the shadows and make the image much more appealing.

The huge advantage of this setup is minimal equipment. But you are at the mercy of where the sun is in the sky.
And it doesn’t give you much flexibility in terms of background choice. You can’t pick up the sun and move it

wherever you want it to be.

The problem is that this light is really harsh and will show every flaw on your subject’s skin. Because there’s

so much contrast, you might have to do a lot of retouching to correct all the blemishes in your subject’s face.

Its not ideal, but it is an option if you have to work in these conditions. Not my first option but I have seen some

amazing images using the sun as the key light.

Images © Jay P. Morgan, The Slanted Lens
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3. USE THE SUN AS A BACK/RIM LIGHT

This is my favorite and go-to option just about every time I shoot in direct sun. Having the sun behind the subject
will create a nice rim light on the subject’s hair, resulting in a natural-looking separation of the subject from the
background. Putting the sun behind your subject also gives you a darker background, because everything in your
background will also have the sun behind it. This gives you a dark background with a beautiful rim light on your

subject (for separation) and an open light on the face.

When the sun is high in the sky, this is an easy thing to pull off. Once the sun starts to get lower on the horizon,
now you’re competing with the direct sun, and it will create flares. Flares are good but change the look. You can’t
shoot everything with flares, unless you’re J.J Abrams. With this technique, you can just add a reflector from
the side to brighten your subject’s face. This works because the sun is hitting the reflector directly and bouncing
back into your subject’s face. A hard rim with a soft, reflected key light is a great combination. Get that reflector
up high so the light source is lighting your subject from slightly above eye level. If you put the reflector on the

ground, then it’s reflecting up and looks like horror light. Don’t be lazy — get that reflector above your subject.

In these images, we put the sun behind her to give us a nice, darker green background and then brought in a
reflector to give her just a small amount of softer light on her face. Our subject’s hair color is so light, it’s a little
difficult to make her face look bright enough to match her hair, whereas if we were shooting someone with dark
hair, it would match, no problem. Using the reflector gives us a nice, open, airy feeling, bouncing the light onto

her face.

You can also physically position yourself on the ground and put the sun directly behind the subject. The subject

blocks the sun from the camera and gives you a rim light around their whole body or head.

The upside to this technique is you get great images. But the downside is you need more equipment. A stand or
an assistant needs to hold the reflector. If you don’t have an assistant, use the groom’s parents or bring a stand. It

does slow the shooting process down, but the look is worth it.

Images © Jay P. Morgan, The Slanted Lens
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4. USE A TRANSLUCENT REFLECTOR

Putting a translucent overhead is a great way to control the light that falls on your subject. By doing this technique,
you can get softer shadows and have more of a softbox look. This is a cleaner look that works great, as you get a
beautiful, soft, controllable light. With this technique, you get almost halfway to shade, so it’s not quite as dark

and soft as if you were in actual shade, but more similar to a light cloud coverage.

For a full-body shot, this technique shows the shadow of your translucent on the ground, which means you’re
limiting your shot selection to waist-up or close-ups. If you want a full-body shot, try to hide the line of the

shadow with the edge of your frame. Or, get a huge reflector that will cover more area!

5. USE A STROBE AND TRANSLUCENT

In this setup, we will still be using the sun as a rim light and the translucent reflector to create a softbox, but now

we are adding a strobe to open up the shadows and have more control over the image.

With this setup, you have complete and total control for world domination! You’ll be able to control the amount
of shadow and the harshness of it on your subject’s face. In order for this to work, you really need a strobe that
has high-speed sync. Without one, you’ll have to compensate by lowering your aperture, since you’re in direct

sun. This might not be a look you’re going for, so it’s something to consider.

This setup needs the most equipment to shoot in direct light, but also gives the greats amount of control.

Images © Jay P. Morgan, The Slanted Lens
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We don’t need to fear shooting in direct light. There are so many ways around the harshness, and you really can
get some incredible shots when you embrace the light. We’ve got some really unique images shooting with all of
these different variations, and if we would have just stuck to the shade or waited till the sun was rising or setting,

we would have missed out on this completely different feeling.

So, do not fear. Venture out into that harsh sun, try out some of these techniques and just don’t forget sunscreen.

With more than two decades of experience Jay P. Morgan brings to his commercial studio
two special qualities: a keen appreciation of the bizarre and a knack for flawlessly executing
elaborate shots. As a result, the studio’s signature style- imaginative, highly staged “vignettes”
which typically flout every convention from gravity to propriety- has won national and
international recognition as well as a steady roster of major clients. The disarming freshness
and outlandish perspective make the work interesting and visually arresting. Morgan’s style is
very effective at commanding attention in advertising, sales and marketing.

theslantedlens.com
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The golden hour, in my opinion, is one of the great wonders of the world. The time of day just before sunrise
or sunset (I prefer sunset) when the light streams in with its red and orangey glow, warm and oh-so-satisfying
to bask in. As a photographer, there is literally nothing quite like shooting at this time of day. This particular
lighting creates an atmosphere that you just can’t manage to capture on a cloudy day. It is unique. Itis heavenly. Its
vibrancy can be playful, dramatic, and addicting. I cannot tell you how many times I have stopped what I was
doing just to stare in awe at the sky before me. How many nights there have been when I am not shooting and

wishing I were; craving it.

Does anyone else stop on the side of the road just to grab a cell phone shot of the sun and sky? I remember when
I first began photographing people—1I would pick any old time of day. I would be frustrated with my images,
because they didn’t evoke any emotion. They didn’t make me feel. Over time, I tried out this whole golden-hour
thing and fell in love with my work and photography again. The sun and the golden hour are what makes my
soul sing—they still get me excited to photograph my clients all these years later. Simply put, images turn into

magic, and I cannot wait to share with you how I capture the sun in all its golden-hour glory.

First things first: Settings and equipment. Settings are so incredibly important when photographing at the golden
hour. To get that dreamier, glowier imagery, you have to be bold. Shoot wide open. Don’t be scared —embrace
the lower aperture! Typically during my shoots, I am at f/1.8 with a lower ISO around 160/200 and then adjust
the shutter accordingly. I shoot in Kelvin, around 6200, and adjust as the evening goes on. Utilizing a lens hood
and a lens filter is also key; both play a huge role. A lens hood reminds me of a hat brim. Tilt your face up, and the
sun illuminates you. Tilt your head down, and it’ll filter out just the right amount. Same with your lens hood. You
can move your camera and tilt it just right to allow the rays to cast onto your subject in the most beautiful way.
I also love using a lens filter. Not only does it protect your glass (hello, mom of four here) but it also helps with
the flares. Lens filters allow the light to come into your camera the way it should, leaving you with a beautiful

haze and glow and no washed-out subjects.

behinatheshutter.com

143



How to Embrace the Magic of Golden Hour | Ashley Behrle

ine . August 2019

144 Shutter Magaz

Now that we’ve got settings out of the way, here’s an important list of things to remember when you’re

photographing for this kind of light.

MOVE

I think when people first begin shooting at this time of day, or photographing in general, they’re so afraid to move

to get the shot with the light. You are not a statue! You are in control. Let me give you a scenario:

You have your clients in a an open field and the sun is still fairly harsh—it doesn’t yet have that glow you desire.
Have them go toward the tree line, where the sun is setting. This will help filter out the harsh light while still
allowing the warmth to come through. Now, you will realize after about five minutes of shooting that the sun
is moving, and it’s moving fast! It looks completely different, requiring a change of location. The light moves
quickly and also disappears quickly during the golden hour. Be okay with moving your subjects to an ideal
pocket of light farther from the tree line. During this particular session, we began downhill and then went uphill
to the top by the end. The beginning was all about the sun-drenched images, with a ton of movement. By the end,
there was the last little bit of glow coming through the tree line, which created some really beautiful, even light
on their skin. You may not be in control of how long light is available, but you are in charge of maximizing the
time you have with it. Be okay with uprooting your subjects to a spot that lets in more light. Find the light, chase

the light, and embrace that glow.

BE INTENTIONAL

I do not go into my sessions crossing my fingers and toes, hoping and wishing to capture the sun in its eminence.
I know I will! I do not haphazardly go in and snap this and that and pray later when I sit down at my computer
that my clients aren’t all washed out. I am intentional with my placement; I am intentional with how I tilt my
camera to allow the right amount in; I am intentional about my angles. Specifically, during this session, there
were a ton of intentional actions on my part even though we were moving, playing and having fun. At one point,
I was photographing from above them while they were lower to the ground. I knew that I was allowing in just
a hint of sun around the top rim of my lens hood. I did this knowing that their coloring would be truer and less
hazy when I went back to edit later. There were times where I had the light to the right or left, making sure they
were the focus. There were times where I used the sun’s rays as backlighting directly behind them or (gasp) in
front of them. There were times during this session I took them by the hand and moved them ever so slightly,
because I could see the sun hitting their faces too harshly or not enough. There was a purpose in every shot I took,
and at the end of the day, I want them to look back on them and feel something. Feel the love between them, the

playfulness of their kids, and the warmth that surrounds them.

145 behindtheshutter.com



How to Embrace the Magic of Golden Hour | Ashley Behrle

146 Shutter Magazine . August 2019

CONSIDER THE SOURCE

You will find that often, where there is some seriously beautiful sun coming through (usually towards the end of
the golden hour), there is an equally beautiful sky happening in the opposite direction. Turn your subjects into

the light! Have the sun be a light source instead of backlighting.

During this session, I had the mom face me with the sun just behind me. It created even light across her and the
boys. Think of when you take a selfie: Facing a window will create evenness on your face. Same concept applies
here! There were also times I would have them face me with the light coming in from their left—this created
dynamic shadows on their faces and bodies. I also knew I would love these in black and white because of the
dynamic range in shadows and highlights. Shooting at golden hour doesn’t have to just be about the sun coming
through and behind your subjects. The sun can also be used as a giant light source. Don’t miss the opportunity of

having fun and creating unique imagery. Opportunity is all around you.

Image © Ashley Behrle
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PRACTICE

I remember years ago when my first sessions were just ferrible. I was fighting the sun, I didn’t have my settings

correct, my timing was off, the light was too harsh, and I was so afraid of speaking up and moving my families
to a better sun-kissed location or positioning them to get more even coverage. Over time, I have found my style
and I have found my voice. As silly as this sounds, I feel one with the sun! But this came with lots and lots of
practice—knowing my equipment, knowing what my lens can handle, and knowing what angles will be best for
sun. [ encourage you to go out and try some of these tips. Be in control and be confident. Try, try and try again!
Embrace the haze, embrace the warmth, and embrace the emotion that it will evoke. I promise, you will fall in

love—it’s truly magic. ll
For the past 10 years, creators like you have

helped Panasonic to design and build LUMIX G

mirrorless cameras. And now, we are Changing
Photography together. The ‘s massive
80mp RAW capture is ushering LUMIX toward a

My name is Ashley Behrle and | am the owner of A Family Affair Photography. | am a mom
of four and wife to my high school sweetheart. | have been a photographer for 16 years and
a full-time business owner for 10. | do not take this talent for granted—I| have been given the
opportunity to stop time for my clients and for my children. What a gift!

new era of image quality and creative control.

afamilyaffair.com

Photo Credit | Charles Maring
LUMIX G9, LUMIX G LEICA DG VARIO-ELMARIT 12-60mm, F2.8-4.0 ASPH. , POWER 0.1.S. (H-ES12060)
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One of my favorite things about portrait
photography is taking my lighting gear outside
the studio and photographing people in their
unique environments. Every location poses
different challenges, but the results can be
great when you get outside your comfort zone
and work with a purpose. In this article, I will
explain my creative thought process and cover
the technical details I encounter when creating

environmental portraits.

NIKON D850 WITH 24-70 AT 1/60TH, F18,
ISO 100. MAINLIGHT: PROFOTO B1X WITH
MAGNUM REFLECTOR CAMERA RIGHT UP
HIGH ON AN 18" STAND. FILL: AMBIENT
SUNLIGHT WHICH WAS OVERCAST FOR A
FEW MINUTES. MAIN LIGHT WAS 1 STOP OVER

AMBIENT, POSITIONED OVER THE CAMERA.

Images © Dan Brouillette
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One of the first things I think about before shooting
on location is what mood I'm going for with
the particular subject. If you have time, I would
recommend scouting the location, as it will help you
visualize your shot (but do not get too caught up in
envisioning a final image). In my opinion, it’s best
to let the shoot happen naturally and take what the
location and subject give you. These variables will
guide you, and the images will usually turn out more
interesting than if you try to control everything from
the start. Preparation is still a big factor in coming
away with great shots, but once you’re on the shoot,

just let it happen.

When it comes to photo gear, I use a Nikon D850 and
typically carry three lenses in my bag. These lenses
are the Nikon 70-200/2.8, 24-70/2.8 and 50/1.4. They
cover the full range and give me options during the
shoot. As for lighting, I use Profoto B10 strobes—I
love hard light, so the modifiers I carry are the Profoto
Magnum reflector, the 7” reflector with grids, the
collapsible beauty dish, and a few Photek Softlighter
umbrellas (36, 46” and 60”) that I use for fill light.
I keep my kit fairly simple and round it out with a
few Matthews C-stands and some white and silver fill

cards and flags to control light.

NIKON D850 WITH 24-70 AT 1/125TH, F/4.5 ISO 800

(TO ALLOW WARM AMBIENT FROM OVERHEAD

CHANDELIER). MAIN LIGHT: GRIDDED MAGNUM
OUTSIDE THE WINDOW. FILL: 46" SOFTLIGHTER

UMBRELLA DIRECTLY OVER THE CAMERA.
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All artists have different mindsets and goals within their work. For me, I want my work to ask questions
or force the viewer to raise their own. I don’t want to give away all of the information. That’s where the
cinematic qualities come in within the portraits. I strive for a sense of oddness and leave out context to let the
viewer fill in the blanks. To do this from a technical standpoint, I enjoy lighting in a way that is just beyond
what is natural without feeling over-lit and too perfect. I want a bit of grit. I will share a few techniques I use

to get these results.

The first thing I do when I am selecting lighting is decide how bright I want the overall image to be. This will
determine my level of fill light. To create this, I usually set up my Photek umbrellas and give the location
even light. When working outdoors, you can adjust the amount of ambient light into the camera by using your
shutter, aperture and ISO. If you are in a tight space, it is sometimes helpful to just bounce light into the far
corners and let it fill the room to the level you prefer. I tend to shoot tethered to a monitor, which helps me
adjust on the fly and get an idea of the overall image. Tethering during setup also gives me confidence so that
when I am finally focused in and working with the subject, I know that the technical details have been worked

out and I can give my full attention to the subject.

NIKON D850 WITH A 24-70 LENS AT 1/200TH, F/14, I1SO 100. MAIN LIGHT CAMERA LEFT - PROFOTO B1X WITH

7" REFLECTOR FROM THE SAME GENERALANGLE AS THE SUN. LIGHT WAS 1/3 STOP BRIGHTER THAN AMBIENT.

Images © Dan Brouillette
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Next, I select my main light source. I worked with Dan Winters a couple years ago and he used the phrase,
“style vs. sensibility.” As a photographer, you have your own style. It might be your color grading, editing,
lens choice, etc. This is how you generate your look. Sensibility, on the other hand, is how you adapt your
vision to any situation. When selecting a main light, I consider the subject (age, gender, activity, clothing,
etc.) and let that guide me. For example, if I am photographing an athlete, I might mimic stadium lighting,
which would call for hard light that is placed far from the subject. If I am photographing an older woman
in her kitchen, I might mimic sunlight peeking in through the window and place a magnum reflector out in

the yard. These are just a couple examples of my thought process.

The most important pieces of my lighting are not the lights or the modifiers I use, but how I use them.1 have
been using studio strobes for over 15 years, and while I used to just blast the light directly at the subject, I
now use a much more nuanced approach. I tend to consider where I don’t want light as much as where I do.
I rarely aim my lights directly at the subject but rather feather lighting up or away so they are just getting
brushed with it in more subtle ways. I also place my lights far away from the subject. This helps prevent the

light from falling off too quickly and provides more even lighting.

When it comes to lighting on location, the basic things to remember are: Slow down, allow your resources
(subject, location, etc.) to guide you, and have a Plan A, but block yourself from letting Plan B happen, as

that is where you’ll find the best photos. Hl

Dan Brouillette is a commercial and editorial photographer based out of Omaha, Nebraska. He
specializes in environmental portraiture capturing everyday people in their natural surroundings.
Utilizing unigue lighting techniques, his images evoke a cinematic feel in a still image. Recently,
Dan has worked with clients such as Chevy, Dell, ESPN Magazine, TIME, Men’s Health and
many more.

danbrouillette.com
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INSPIRATIONS

Image © Pamela Dutton Photography

Inspiration can come when you least expect
it. As photographers, we are visual artists.
We express ourselves through our camera
and the images we create. Inspirations
represents a sampling of our industry and the
vision of professional photographers from
around the world.

Congratulations to all our featured artists. Be
inspired and create something that is you.

Sal Cincotta, pPublisher

BEST LIGHTING IMAGE
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Why Bay Photo Deckle Edge Framed Prints & Float Frames?

Are you looking for something new to wow your clients with? Bay Photo Lab has their new Deckle Edge Framed
Prints, and they are amazing.

They feature your choice of fine art papers with optional borders and hand-torn edges. Each print is beautifully
finished with a wood or metal frame and acrylic to protect the surface of the print. These are erfect for wedding and
portrait photographers who are looking to add a soft, fine-art aesthetic to their images.

The Float Frames, in nine colors and moldings, are an ultra-elegant way to present your deckle-edge fine art print
with a next-level luxury feel.

The ultimate finishing touches for your fine art print—hand-torn deckle edge and handcrafted frames add a refined
elegance to your presentation.

Details

e Sizes: From 8"x8" to 30"x40” (40"x60" for Float Frames)
* Papers: Light, Medium, or Heavy Texture Fine Art

* Frames: 23 Moulding Colors & Profiles

* Reveal Mats: 12 Colors

e Reveal Widths: 1/2,1,1.5,2,2.5, or 3 Inches

* Float Frame Reveal: 1/4" with NO Acrylic or Mat

¢ Borders: None, or Your Choice of 1/4 to 3 Inches

* How to Order: Bay ROES/Framed Prints Catalog

* Production Time: 2-4 Business Days (5 Business Days for Float Frames)

LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

For more information, visit bit.ly/2wA34d1

193 behindtheshutter.com
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6 Ways to Make Your Bride Look Like a Total Knockout | Vanessa Joy

WAYS TO MAKE YOUR BRIDE LOOE LIEE A
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Unless you are in a different business than I am, most of your bridal photography clients aren't going to be
supermodels. They won't have years of experience giving the camera what it wants. However, every single one
of them wants to look like the best version of herself on her wedding day and in all those gorgeous photos you
are taking of her. Here are some of the best ways I've found to help your bride look like a total knockout in her

wedding pictures.

1 GET HER TO BREATHE DURING SERIOUS POSES

Working through facial expressions with brides is hard. There are only so many ways to say "smile" or "look
serious," and some of them just... don't yield the best pictures. Through trial and error, I've discovered that
there is an excellent, super simple way to get a bride to make their best, most angelic or seductive or most them

non-smiling face.
Get them to breathe.

Yeah, tell her to take a breath in through her mouth, lips slightly parted, and just as she is at the fullest part of the
breath, snap that photo. It takes practice, clearly, to time it to the right part of the breath, but when it works, you'll
capture that look she wants so badly to have in her gallery without her just looking like she was trying way too hard
to look serious (Too serious doesn't work on weddings if it ends up looking sad or mad! see also: "resting bitch
face"). Something about loose lips, open eyes, all sultry-like... tres magnifique! Add to that the breath itself does
some important work away from the face: there's tension in the shoulders and the chest is puffed out, which ends

up being a flattering shot on a lot of brides.

197 behindtheshutter.com
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Image © Vanessa Joy

) AIM FOR AN S-CURVE

"The camera adds 10 pounds," they say. Well, I say no, the photograph can add 10 pounds by making people stand
in fairly regular, straight-up-and-down, flat-footed poses that look stiff. It's also not accentuating the womanly
curves that so many bridal gowns are trying to show off. Rather than having your brides stand straight up, try to get
them to relax into a hip and trace a curve like an S from head to legs. No straight arms in this pose (that makes them
look stiff again); aim for arms that have a bend to them, but at obtuse angles (right angles and acute angles aren't

what you want if your goal is to be graceful and elongating).

behindtheshutter.com
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3 CHIN OUT, NOT UP OR DOWN

Keep an eye on the chin, since no one likes a double-chin in a photo, but too much over-correcting can angle a
bride's face up in an odd unnatural way. With the chin out, the shoulders naturally go back, the chest comes up
and out, and the neck is toward the camera. You want this pose to emphasize a natural silhouette on any bride,
and as long as she's not overdoing any one element of it, this will give her shape and a natural look. For more on
this technique and to see how it drastically changes a person's appearance, check out the video that accompanies

this article.

behindtheshutter.com
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/1 CHECK THOSE PHOTOS

It's always good to look back at your own photo decks or the bridal photography of those you most admire to
critique what you're doing and find new inspiration: Start to evaluate what has worked for you in particular, bits
of posing guidance and instruction that you gave a bride, and evaluate what very small details make or break a

particular portrait. Compare photos to see what worked out and what didn't. Here are some things to look for:

* Even a gorgeous smile may not overcome a stiff arm that is a focal point of a picture. Look at a comparable
picture with those obtuse-angle arms - they look great, right? Obtuse angles on arms appear more relaxed and make

the whole photo feel more graceful.

* Arms pushed forward in the forefront of the picture, in general, aren't going to look as good as arms and elbows
pulled back and away from the bride's waist. Doing this will show that the bride has a waist and slim arms and will
emphasize the gown and the bride inside it. They make brides look bigger than they actually are and cover up that

great curvy silhouette.

* Notice pictures where there's an S-curve to the bride's body versus straight, stiff posture. What did you say to the

bride that helped her get there? Remember those cues for future brides who need to loosen up a little bit.

* Here's an extra tip for free: have the bride lean back on her back leg. It shifts her posture in a way that is often very

flattering and can sometimes loosen up a stiff posture just by asking her to shift her weight back and forth.

* When you see a photo that you don't instantly love, try to diagnose what the bride did in the pose and what you'd
tell her if you were able to correct it. Practicing with your past photographs can help you to develop that in-the-

moment intuition for what will help her give you her best look and will help you capture it at just the right instant.
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) NEVER FORGET THE DETAILS

The bride is all caught up trying to do all the things you've told her to do, plus trying to stick with whatever pose
you've just come up with. Still, you should be the one who notices the details in the moment. Is there a bunch
of unflattering wrinkles in the front of her dress? Has her hair gotten out of place? Is the train awkward or not
perfectly fluffed? Either get in there or get a bridesmaid, mom, or assistant in there to make sure that each detail is
absolutely crisp. That's less to handle later in post production (and who wants to sit behind a computer anyway?),
and your bride will look like a million bucks! I woke up like this... (Except none of us woke up like this, which is

why someone has to notice when a flower is out of place in that bouquet!)

Vanessa Joy

©

©

Image
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( USE A NICE LONG LENS

For almost any photo I take, I try and use a long lens - even for full-body shots. For photographing a bride, I use
my Canon 135mm 2.0, 85mm 1.4 and sometimes the 50mm 1.2 depending on the amount of room I have to move
around. Brides look amazing at that compression and your portraits come out like magic - your bride looks like a
total knockout! Carry the lenses you need to get all the kinds of shots you want, but aim for longer lenses when

you're photographing portraits. Plus, then you can tell her, "yes, I did use my skinny lens."

Every little thing carries you toward better and better photographs: accept the things you cannot change, like how
nervous your bride is, and change the things you can, by doing things like getting her to take a breath. You have
the tools you need to create a wide variety of stunning photographs that will make your bride glad she opted for

you as a photographer.

I have so much helpful stuff for you all as you continue your journey toward taking the world's best bridal
photographs... My posing guide, available free at www.Breathe YourPassion.com/poses, will come in handy when
you are running out of ideas on a shoot and need a quick jolt of inspiration (like coffee, but for your inventive

photographer brain!). Have questions? DM me @ VanessaJoy on Instagram and I'll be happy to answer them! ll

LEARN MORE.

Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

Vanessa Joy has been a professional wedding photographer in New Jersey since 2002, and an
influencer in the photographic community for years. Since starting VanessaJoy.com in 2008,
she has taught photographers around the globe at almost every major platform in the industry
(LearnPhotoVideo.com). Vanessa has been recognized for her talent and business sense at the
renowned industry events CreativelIVE, Clickin® Moms, WPPI and ShutterFest. Her peers love
her informative, open-book style of teaching.

vanessajoy.com

Image © Vanessa Joy
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jason keeven | jasonkeevenphoto.com

Sallaalaalels

f5.6 @ 1/100, ISO 100

profoto blx, silver beauty dish and 20° grid
profoto blx, reflector with lee orange gel

2 profoto bl10, profoto deep small umbrellas
and lee teal gels

the workshop | saint louis, mo

canon eos 5dsr
canon ef TOOmMmm 2.8L macro




The power of small

Size matters. That’s why we made our latest off-camera flash as
small as a camera lens, yet more powerful than five speedlights.
It's also a video light, a smartphone light and it's compatible with
more than 120 light shaping tools - so it delivers beautiful light.
The Profoto B10; this is light unleashed - you unleashed.

Discover the B10 at profoto.com

O Profoto

The light shaping company™
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