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Shutter Magazine's focus is on photography education.
Our goal is to provide current

insightful and in-depth educational content

for today’s professional wedding

and portrait photographer.

Shutter uses the latest technologies to deliver
information in a way that is relevant to our audience.

Our experienced contributors help us
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and have established the magazine as one of

the leading photography publications in the world.
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Light comes in all shapes and sizes, from natural light,
continuous, strobes, reflective, speedlites, and more.

In the creative process, there is no right or wrong type of light. It
is up to you to use light to illuminate and shape your subject to
drive the viewer’s eye through the image, creating the perfect
blend of light and shadow detail.

- Sal Cincotta
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THE COVER

TITLE: women are from venus
PHOTOGRAPHER: kate woodman
WEBSITE: katewoodman.com
CAMERA: canon 5d miv

LENS: sigma 24-70

EXPOSURE: f.8 @ 1/125 iso 200
LIGHTING: 2 elinchrom elc500s
(beauty dish for key, bounced into
ceiling for fill--both with half ctb
gels), 2 elinchrom elc125s in strip
softboxes with cto gels for rim light.
MODEL: amanda withrow
MAKEUP/HAIR: amy gillespie

ABOUT THE IMAGE: This image is from a series entitled “Women Are From Venus.”

Inspired by retro sci-fi pulp fiction magazine art, this series tells a story of a space traveller unexpectedly meeting
her alien doppleganger on another planet.
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What happens when you have 14 models and two
completely different studio locations while trying
to put together a consistent campaign? That was the
challenge presented to us during our princess project,
aimed at redefining and reimagining the traditional
princess with a dash of style and culture. Spearheaded
by our hairstylist, LaChanda Gatson, we collaborated
to recreate iconic princesses so that young black girls

could see themselves as royalty.

The idea was developed from the consistent lack
of representation of black and brown children in the
media and the fairytales we had grown to love. We
often hear stories of black kids who ask their parents
why they can’t have long blonde hair like Elsa, or skin
like Cinderella. While this may seem like innocent
child play, it can definitely play a part in developing a

child’s self-esteem at an early age.

As photographers, we recognize that we have a unique
opportunity as storytellers to show the world as we
see it. We love that we get to shatter existing negative
stereotypes, and we love the positive energy that kids

get from being part of this experience.

We are inspired by many things around us: hairstyles,
cultural traditions, fashion, as well as our own
childhoods and upbringings. We merge all of those

things together to create unique portraits.

From a technical standpoint we knew that keeping
things consistent would be a challenge since we wanted
each princess to have her own look and feel. Also, since
some of the photos were being photographed in Los
Angeles and some in Atlanta, we knew that we would
have different resources available to us. We decided to
forgo keeping the backgrounds the same so that each
princess had her own feel, but kept a consistent lighting

style that gave a cohesive look to the campaign.

Images © CreativeSoul Photography
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When traveling, it is essential to keep our setup simple, as we don’t like to travel with a ton of equipment. Our
Profoto B10 Plus lights are key as they provide all the power we need and can fit into a small backpack. Since
the Profoto B10 Plus is lightweight, we can move fast without sacrificing power. Also, having a continuous light

that allows you to change the temperature of the light is a real advantage as well.

We often work with gels to add color to our backgrounds and add a little drama to the overall image, which has
become our signature style. It also allows us to travel without having to worry about background colors that may

not be available to us when we travel to various locations.

When we photograph kids, we love creating a feeling of power and strength. This was definitely the case in our
Princess Series as we wanted the girls to be able to look back on the photos and see themselves as royalty. We
love to embrace shadows (in the right places, of course) to give our subjects a more powerful presence. Our
typical starting place for lighting is a basic butterfly lighting setup for most of our photos. For this project, we
decided to use a simple two-light setup. We used a Profoto B10 Plus with a 3-foot Octa Softbox modifier placed
on a c-stand directly above our subject as the main light to give us the butterfly shadowing. Instead of having the
light directly pointed at our subject, we used feathered light to create flattering light on the model, so we placed

our subject under the rim of where the octobox begins.

We also used a Profoto B10 Plus light with gels that ranged from color gels to color correction gels placed directly
behind our subject and pointed at the background. This allowed us to create different colored backgrounds to

coordinate with each princess’s look.

When working with gels, it is important to think about how colors play a part in the overall image. Think about
how the colors coordinate with the overall mood of the image, the clothing, and the subject’s skin tone. You
should also think about color in terms of the color wheel and how the colors coordinate with each other. This
can be important in setting the right tone and mood to your image and creating an image that is aesthetically

pleasing to the eye.

We like to keep our light minimal when working with our subjects because we want the subject to stand out more
than the backgrounds. Keeping it simple allows our subjects to become the highlight of our photos. Since we
rarely travel with more than two lights, we often use an eyelighter reflector underneath the subject. If that isn’t
available, we use a reflector that is placed directly under the fill light to add a little fill under the harsh shadow

areas of the subject’s chin.

Studio lighting doesn’t have to be complicated, whether you’re at your own studio or on location. Here are three

final tips for keeping your setup simple.

17 behindtheshutter.com
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Think about the overall feeling or mood you’re trying
to convey in your photos and start there. Are you going
for a softer, more subtle look or something bold and
vibrant? This will determine your starting place for
lighting. If you’re going for a softer look, you’ll want to
use large modifiers that can create really soft, flattering
light on your subject. If you’d like your image to be
more bold and powerful you may want to use modifiers

that create more contrast and drama on your subject.

Images © CreativeSoul Photography
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When we first started out in photography, we’d often think that we couldn’t pull off certain looks because
we didn’t have a lot of studio equipment. It wasn’t until we started watching tutorials of photographers using
one-light setups when we realized that we were only limited by our imaginations. Don’t feel limited by
equipment or lack thereof. Use what you have and start from there. We found that working with a single light
in the beginning allowed us to challenge ourselves to get much more creative at lighting. It also prepared us for
traveling in a variety of different settings and being able to adjust to almost any lighting scenario. Being able to

adjust in any location is a huge advantage to any photographer and will allow you to pull off a variety of looks.

Image © CreativeSoul Photography
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Images © CreativeSoul Photography

Once you’ve nailed your main shots, start to think outside of the box and think of other things you can do to add
impact. Perhaps it’s playing with gels, adding another modifier or simply adjusting your angles. Sometimes the

best shots are unexpected and we often grow by experimenting and stretching ourselves creatively.

Challenge yourself to step outside of the box and do things your own way. Learn the rules, then experiment with
breaking them to develop your own unique style. Think about lighting in relation to storytelling and how you
want your story told. As photographers, we have the unique opportunity not only to document the here and now,

but to reimagine and redefine old narratives and stories in our own way. Il

Regis and Kahran Bethencourt are a husband-and-wife duo and the imaginative forces behind
CreativeSoul Photography. With over 10 years of experience working with hundreds of children,
families and brands, they specialize in authentic, visual storytelling. Their holistic approach to
capturing one-of-a-kind moments has allowed their work to be featured on BBC News, CNN, CBS
National News, Teen Vogue, Glamour Brazil, BET and more. The pair gained global recognition
last year with their AfroArt series. The collection, which showcases the beauty and versatility of
afro hair, was conceived as a way to empower kids of color around the world. The images went
viral after celebrities like Will Smith, Jada Pinkett, Taraji P. Henson, Alicia Keys, Common and
more praised the collection on social media.

website: creativesoulphoto.com instagram: @creativesoulphoto
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Over the last couple of months, we’ve picked out and set up a WordPress theme, then used a page builder to
create the pages and blog posts on our site. Now all the pages are designed and the site is live, but there is still

more to be done.
BACKUPS

Website backups are something that a lot of people ignore until it’s too late. (But that’s not going to be you,
because you're reading this!) No website is immune from things that can break your site, and if you find yourself

without a backup, you’re looking at a lot of work while your site sits broken.

Basically, a backup is a snapshot of your website from a certain point in time. If a change is made on your site
that breaks something, you (read: your host) can simply swap out the broken site with the files from your backup,
and you get back to business like nothing ever happened. Two important principles here are to take backups as
often as it makes sense (so that you lose as little data as possible if you have to restore a backup) and store them

in as many places as possible (just like you should be doing with your images).

First, you’re going to have to do some research on what kind of backups your web host does. Good hosts will
back up your site at minimum once a week. If you’re on a dedicated server, you can most likely control this

schedule and how many backups are retained.

Your host is your first line of defense, but you don’t have to rely on them completely. I use a plugin called

UpdraftPlus on all our sites, and the backups are saved to our Dropbox Business account.

UpdraftPlus is a free plugin and can be installed from the Plugins menu in your WordPress dashboard. Once it’s
installed, you can find the plugin settings under Settings > UpdraftPlus Backups. Go to the settings tab at the top
of the page to set up a backup schedule and place for them to be stored. Ideally, you want them stored remotely

so that if something were to happen to your server, you have an off-site backup.

For the schedule, this can depend on how often you are making changes and posting to your site. There are two
things to set: files and database. The files are things like your plugins and themes. The database is the actual
content of the site, such as blog posts. For most sites, I back up the database daily and the files weekly, because
I am not typically adding new plugins often, but blog posts do get published and updated pretty frequently. You

can also choose how many backups to retain. The default is two, which is fine.

Backup Schedule

Next, you can choose from a variety of remote storage options. This is where your backup files will be sent. After
you select the option (we use Dropbox), some additional settings will appear below to hook up the site to your

remote storage. Save the changes, and you’re all set.

Remote Backups

You can also take a backup of your site any time by going to Settings > UpdraftPlus Backups, and hitting the big

blue “Backup Now” button and following the on-screen instructions.

Making a Backup

Making a Backup ] ]
- On Screen Updraft Premium
Instructions Automatic Backups

Pro Tip: The free version should suit most people just fine, but one feature I love in the Premium version of
Updraft is the ability to take automatic backups before updating a theme or plugin. This has saved my ass
on more than one occasion where a plugin update didn’t work like it was supposed to or broke part of the

site completely!

27 behindtheshutter.com
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ANALYTICS

I like the PixelYourSite plugin because you can
use it to add Google Analytics and the Facebook
Pixel to your site in one place instead of needing

multiple plugins.

PixelYourSite Settings

PixelYourSite

Once again, this is a free plugin, and once
it’s activated you’ll see a new option on the
left-hand menu in your WordPress dashboard
called Pixel YourSite. Setup could literally not be
simpler. All you need to do is find your Facebook
Pixel ID in the code that Facebook gives you and
paste it in. You don’t even need the full code, just
the ID. You can add your Google Analytics ID
right below it.

Example Pixel Code

Eventually you will want to fire events on certain
pages, such as a Lead event on a thank you page.
To do this, go to the Events tab of the plugin and
click on “Add” under the Events List. Give your
event a name (the name doesn’t matter, you are
the only one who will see it). Then, in the Event
Trigger settings, choose to fire the event on a page

visit and paste the URL of your thank you page.

Add Custom Event

Custom Event Name

Custom Event Trigger

Pay close attention to whether you have selected “URL contains” or “URL matches.” “URL contains” means that
if the URL contains the text you pasted in, it will fire the event. For example, if I say my event will fire when the
page link contains “http://shutterscp.local/thank-you/” and I create a second page down the line called “http://
shutterscp.local/thank-you-2,” the same lead event will fire on the second page because it also contains the same

text as the first thank you page link. URL matching is usually the way to go.

29 behindtheshutter.com
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In the Search Appearance > General settings, you’ll probably want to fill out the Knowledge Graph settings to
tell Google more about your business. Yoast also offers a paid add-on for local SEO so you can fill out your

business hours, location, etc.

Finally, you need to enable the event on Facebook and
select the type of event to fire. There are a lot of options,
so just pick the one that suits your campaign best. As
long as you remember what event you’re tracking, it
doesn’t really matter. Then, save your event and you're
done. You can verify that the pixel is working correctly
by using the Google Chrome Pixel Helper browser
extension. Here you can see that when I visit my thank

you page directly, the lead event is firing.

Custom Event Type

- Available Options

Yoast Knowledge Graph Settings

In Search Appearance > Content Types,
you can get more control over the SEO
settings for pages, posts and more, with
the ability to customize meta descriptions,
title formatting, and even hide content types
from search results altogether. For instance,
if you have Elementor installed, you’ll
see a content type called My Templates
(elementor_library). These are templates
SEO (SEARCH ENGINE OPTIMIZATION) for pages, sections, etc. that you create in
the page builder, and you probably don’t
The (yep, free again) Yoast plugin is what we use for want them to show up in your search results

SEO. Like the other plugins, it can be installed from the because they’re not content relevant to your

business. So, I always set this (and any

- other content type listed that I don’t want to
Yoast Content Type Settings . .
see in search results) to be hidden.

Plugins menu of WordPress.

In Yoast’s general settings, there is a webmaster tools
tab you can use to track your site’s performance in

Google Search Console. You’ll just need to paste in your

. . Yoast General Settings
verification code. .

30 Shutter Magazine . August 2020
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Under Social > Accounts, enter all
the social media links you can. In the
Social > Facebook tab, make sure the
“Add Open Graph meta data” setting
is enabled, and choose a default image
for your site. This will be used when
someone shares a page on your site on
social media (not just Facebook) that
doesn’t have a featured image set, so
make it something generic that could
work anywhere. It will be cropped to
a 1.91:1 aspect ratio, which works out
to 1200px x 628px, so make sure you

Yoast Social Settings aren’t cutting off anyone’s face as well.

Yoast Facebook Settings

One thing I want to note about using Yoast’s content analysis tool is that it doesn’t perfectly integrate with
Elementor, and sometimes you’ll see Yoast dinging you for things that you’ve done. If these things really are
present in your content, Google will see them, even if Yoast can’t—it’s just not able to read the content properly.

Just make sure that you’re implementing Yoast’s suggestions even if you never get that green dot.

SITE SPEED

Finally, let’s get our site loading as quickly as possible by installing a caching plugin. This should be the very
last thing you do; installing a caching plugin while you’re still designing will only serve to frustrate you, because
some straight-up weird shit can happen. Your changes won’t look like they’re taking effect no matter how much

you refresh, styling will go out the window for no reason... so just save this for last.

This is the one and only plugin in this article you should definitely buy: WP Rocket. There are some free plugins
out there that do different bits and pieces of caching for you, but it’s truly a headache to get them all to work

together. WP Rocket does pretty much everything you need for caching and more importantly, it does them well.

To check site speed, I use these tools: tools.pingdom.com, gtmetrix.com and Google Page Speed Insights. I'm
happy if I can get a decent loading time and score on Pingdom and GTMetrix. I find that Page Speed Insights

gives a lot of technical advice that’s not always realistic or easy to implement in WordPress.

The things I focus on when looking at speed test results are overall page size (how big the files on your site are),

HTTP requests (how many files your website has to load) and total load time.

Simply activating the plugin should help your load time a little. You can find the plugin settings on the left-hand
sidebar under Settings > WP Rocket. To further optimize your site, first go to Media and turn on lazy loading.
This prevents your site from loading every single image before the page shows up, decreasing HTTP requests

and page size.

WP Rocket Lazy Loading

33 behindtheshutter.com



How to Build Your Photography Website With WordPress in 2020: Part 3 | Alicia Simpson

34 Shutter Magazine . August 2020

WP Rocket File

Optimization Settings

Next, go to File Optimization. There are quite a few items we can turn on in this section, but we will have to do
them one by one to make sure nothing is going wrong on the site. To do that, check one box at a time, save your
settings, then open your site in an incognito window or different browser and verify that it still looks normal. If

it starts to look off, go back to the WP Rocket settings, uncheck the setting and re-save.

Here are the items you should check if you can: Minify HTML, Remove query strings from static resources,
Minify CSS files, Combine CSS files, Remove jQuery Migrate, Minify Javascript files, and Combine

Javascript files.

Now that you’ve activated site caching, one thing you’ll need to remember is to deactivate the WP Rocket plugin
before making design changes to your site. This will ensure that the changes you make take effect for everyone

and nobody is seeing a cached (old) version of your site when you don’t want them to.

GTMetrix Report before turning on caching

GTMetrix Report after turning on caching

35 behindtheshutter.com
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Pro Tips: If you’re an advanced user and find that you need to deactivate particular files, try the free plugin Asset
Cleanup. This allows you to prevent individual files from loading per page, which is super powerful.

If you are using the OceanWP theme, check out the Theme Panel > Scripts & Styles section as well. This allows
you to deactivate CSS and JS files for certain theme options, like full screen menus, sidebars, etc. You just have
to carefully read through the options to make sure you don’t turn off something you’re using—if in doubt, leave

it on.

OceanWP Scripts & Styles

YOU’RE DONE!

Congratulations! That’s really all there is to setting up a WordPress site for your photography business. I hope
you found this series helpful (if you missed part one or part two, check them out in the May and June 2020 issues

of Shutter Magazine), and use it to build something cool. If you do, be sure to tag us! Hl

If you've ever emailed support@behindtheshutter.com, you've probably talked to Alicia Simpson.
In addition to part time tech support, Alicia is a Senior Graphic Designer at Cincotta & Co,
and has worked for Sal for the past four years. She designs marketing materials and websites
for Behind the Shutter, Evolve, ShutterFest, Level Up and any other brands Sal can come up
with. She is also heavily involved in the graphic, trade show and website designs for Creative
Cinc clients.

website: behindtheshutter.com instagram: @btshutter
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Product Spotlight | Profoto B10 Plus & OCF Il Light Shaping Tools

product spotlight

Why the Profoto B10 Plus & OCF Il Light
Shaping Tools?

In my opinion, Profoto has created one of the most powerful lighting

ecosystems out there!

Big lights, small lights, portable lights, fast lights—check, check, check
and check.

And while known for its lighting, there is more to creating a great image.

Without light shaping tools, we have no control over light.

I am excited to announce the new Profoto OCF light shaping tools. Barn
doors, grids, gels and snoots made with magnetic attachments are now
available for your Profoto B10 lighting system. Now you have the flexibility

to expand your lighting system—and your creativity.

What would you create? Check out my results in the video below.

o LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
- t h youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

The light shaping company™
For more information, visit bit.ly/2ZWz3m3
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When you are photographing a couple, you want to make sure you have a great tonal range. This really helps
as we convert to black & white later while editing. Many of us look for contrast and texture while shooting for
black & white and enhance these elements in post-production. Of course, there are multiple ways to get your

Raw images converted, and in this article I have 5 tips for better black & white edits in Lightroom Classic.

Tip #1 is conversion. I highly recommend converting to monochrome using Lightroom’s Black & White Mix
tool. This gives you a lot of flexibility and control for tonal range. Tip #2 is using Tone Curve to dial in contrast.
Tip #3 is creating punch with the presence tools like texture, clarity and dehaze. Utilizing these sliders can really
make your edit stand out. Tip #4 is dodge and burn. This is one of the most important tips as this will direct your
viewer to the couple. This is my favorite part of editing to see everything come together. Tip #5 is push your
creativity, create multiple copies, and do not stick with a single look. Add in some warm or cool toning to push

your black & white images.

1. CONVERT WITH BLACK & WHITE MIX

This is the simplest tip but crucial for converting your images to black
& white. Strike the “v” key in Library or Develop mode and your image
is instantly changed to monochrome. (Fig. 1) Another popular method
is dropping the Saturation slider to -100, however, this is a bad practice
and here’s why. (Fig. 2) Once you drop Saturation you lose all ability
to adjust HSL to dial in the luminance of each color. Remember, you
just cut all color out of the image so there is nothing for HSL to grab
onto. This is why converting to monochrome with Black & White Mix

is better for control. (Fig. 3ab)

fig 1 fig 2

After our image is converted we can navigate to the Black & White panel to adjust the color mix. What I love
about Lightroom Classic is the ability to use a target adjustment tool to help control this as well. In the upper left
corner of the Black & White panel I can choose the target tool and begin altering my image. (Fig. 4) Simply click
anywhere in the image and drag the cursor down to decrease luminance or darken based on colors represented.
I like to darken the blues in the sky, so starting there I can click and drag down to darken all the blue and aqua
colors of the image. (Fig. 5) We can also quickly brighten skin tones by clicking and dragging upward. Keep in
mind this will alter orange and red color across the entire image. We might want to save this for dodging and

burning later, but you can see how simple and powerful Black & White Mix can be. (Fig. 6ab)

o)
o

fig4 fig

Keep in mind this only works if you have a color image to start with. If you shot with a black & white effect
baked on the Raw image, you can’t do this either. So in this case, shoot in color so you have options later to

convert! Let’s move on to Tone Curve to expand our range of tones.

Image © Dustin Lucas
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2. CONTROL CONTRAST WITH TONE CURVE

Curves is a heavily utilized tool for most editors and if you have been using the contrast slider for toning, it’s
time to convert to Tone Curve. You can work more simply from the sliders or create your own custom curve
with points. (Fig. 7ab) Another simple way to tone is by using the target adjustment tool to click and drag
upward to increase or click and drag downward to decrease specific areas of the tonal range. My preference is
to use the point curves to flatten or matte the blacks and subtly darken the brighter tones in the image. (Fig. 8)
Using Tone Curve lets me achieve this look much better than lifting the blacks slider or lowering contrast in the
Basic Panel. (Fig. 9)

Using the point curve and the target adjustment
tool I can really isolate specific tonal ranges
and recover muddy skin tones, for instance.
This image is almost done with these two
adjustments alone, however, I may want to
add some more creative effects in the next tips.
(Fig. 10) Let’s move to the presence sliders to

add some punch to this image.

3. CREATE PUNCH WITH PRESENCE

I really like adding impact to my images with the presence sliders
like texture, clarity and dehaze. (Fig. 11) There is a level of intensity
I like to create, especially with black & white images. Starting with
texture, you can immediately see the edges are sharpened while the
tonality is not altered. (Fig. 12) This does a much better job for skin
tones than clarity. You can now quickly soften skin by dropping
clarity below zero and increasing texture as a sort of softening and
re-sharpening technique. (Fig. 13ab) You can take this a step further
and apply these same effects with local adjustments so we don’t
sacrifice the background while softening skin. We will cover more

on that next.
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Clarity has always been the go-to tool for adding intensity to skies and architectural elements. (Fig. 14) Let’s save
the softening technique for later and move into dehaze. Dehaze is a unique tool that shifts the mid-tones, shadows
and blacks in unison to add a deeper tonal range for the left half of the histogram. It really adds dimension to
the sky that we were lacking before using only the Black & White Mix panel. Keep in mind this will greatly
affect our subjects as well, so you want to be subtle on the global changes and save the fine-tuning for local

adjustments. (Fig. 15)

Let’s dive into using the radial and adjustment tool to really take this image to the next level.

=

°)
~
(9

4. DIRECT VIEWER WITH DODGE AND BURN

Dodge and burn is the key element to direct your viewer and keep focus
on the couple. In Lightroom I want to work fast and the radial filter is the
right tool for the job. In Develop you can hold shift and strike the “m”
key to turn this on. (Fig. 16) Then we need to click and drag an oval to
lightly surround the couple to get started. (Fig. 17) You can toggle the
“0” key to see where the filter will be applied, which is where the color
overlay appears. (Fig. 18) This is the opposite of Photoshop where the
color overlay would be the masked-out area. You will notice the couple is
highlighted here as the invert option is checked. If you want to apply an
effect to everything but the couple, you can uncheck invert. Keep this in
mind for later. (Fig. 19ab)

Image © Dustin Lucas
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I would generally lighten them by lifting exposure, shadows and
adding some texture. (Fig. 20) Pretty simple application. To reverse
this effect, I can add another effect by right-clicking the pin and
choosing duplicate. (Fig. 21) Remember, these are right over top of
each other so we would need to move it slightly. (Fig. 22) Then,
uncheck the invert option and drop exposure, lift clarity and dehaze
to activate the intensity of those presence sliders. (Fig. 23) This is a
really simple dodge and burn technique and it’s a really good base
to start from. Next, we can add or remove areas from the radial filter
by using the brush tool. (Fig. 24ab) It would be necessary to darken
between their legs so the background is synonymous. Definitely
leave the auto mask option checked as this works well here. (Fig.
25abc)

Additional changes would include using the adjustment brush for
softening skin as well as slightly lightening their faces. Overall,

I’'m pretty happy with how this image is turning out. Let’s push the
creativity of this edit further with the next tip.

5. PUSH YOUR CREATIVITY

This next tip is geared towards adding a subtle color grade or temp to the black & white. This is where we can
flex some creativity using the Tone Curve. Using the point curves you can choose specific RGB channels: Red
for adding cyan or red, Green for adding magenta or green, and Blue for adding yellow or blue. (Fig. 26) I like to
use the blue channel to add some warm tones to the shadows. We can click the lower-left point and drag right to
achieve this look quite quickly. (Fig. 27) If you don’t like the color grade effect but want to keep your previous
tone curve changes, right-click on the curve and choose flatten. This will only affect the specific channel curve you
adjusted. (Fig. 28)

Image © Dustin Lucas
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Jig 29

Split toning allows you to do this as well from a more limited range of adjusting highlights or shadows. You can
also quickly choose which color you’d like to shift the shadows to much more effectively than the Tone Curve.
(Fig. 29) This also makes it fast to toggle this on or off versus having to flatten the channels individually. Now
we are done! (Fig. 30before, Fig. 30after)

THE RESULTS

These are the 5 tips to better black & white in Lightroom Classic. Start by converting to black & white the proper
way to maintain control of your edit with the Black & White Mix tool. Use the Tone Curve and presence tools
to push the tonal range and intensity of your edit. When it comes to dodging and burning images in Lightroom, I
usually start with radial filter to work fast. If I have to refine a mask I can, but I ultimately prefer efficiency over
perfection in this case. Duplicating and inverting custom masks can really cut down my time! At the end of the

day you should push your creativity and make virtual copies of an edit. Don’t be afraid to explore! Il

LEARN MORE.

Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

Dustin Lucas is a full-time photographer and educator focused on the wedding industry and the
academic world. After achieving his Master of Fine Arts degree, a career opportunity opened
once he began working with Evolve Edits. Through teaching photography classes and writing
about photography, Dustin continues to expand his influence on art and business throughout
the industry.

website: evolveedits.com instagram: @evolveimaging

Image © Dustin Lucas
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For years, I’ve been trying to stay on top. On top of business, on top of serving my customers, on top of my
creative growth, on top of the quality of my work and on top of the Google search rankings. The latter has proven
to be probably the most difficult. For a creative-minded person such as myself, understanding SEO rankings and
keyword tagging has been one of the dimmer moments in my professional career. When you consider the art of
photography and filmmaking, little changes in the way of fundamentals. You can spend years mastering your
craft and know that if you apply one proven technique to create a desired result and repeat that technique, you
will achieve a similar if not an almost exact result. The same can most definitely not be said for understanding
and executing effective SEO practices. Google, at the time of writing this article, owns what can be considered
a monopoly on SEO search engine rankings and the ability to be prominently seen in an internet search. What’s
more is that every few months or so the algorithm that determines which pages, content and keywords get ranked
higher in search results seems to shift. The methods that once worked to gain higher visibility in search become
less effective. This requires a retooling or updating of internet SEO implementation more often than a business

owner or marketing person would like to admit.

So, two questions are at the front of my mind at all times when trying to ensure my business gets seen in a search

engine return:

1. What SEO practices can I implement to ensure my business or body of work gets seen now, in this
moment? And...

2. What can I do to ensure my content continues to be seen in perpetuity in the future?

SEO sort of works like the scrolling of a social media feed. What is relevant and fresh now gets seen and what is
no longer relevant will only get seen if it has continued engagement, meaning that people are actively searching

out the content and reacting to it over time.

Consider a video. Say I post a video online on my webpage. The video is all about apple growing. I apply no
image tags or keyword tags to the video nor do I write any description for the video. I title it “All About Growing
Apples.” The odds of this video getting ranked high in a Google search are slim to none. Why? Because there
is nothing for Google to grab when queried to go out and find videos or information about growing apples. My
website is likely not professionally optimized to be found in a Google search about growing apples. The content
on my website is probably only seen when someone directly searches the name of my business or the address of

my URL, so the chances of my video being seen are very small.

Now, let’s take that same video and upload it to YouTube. YouTube is owned by Google and is the second most
powerful internet search engine in existence. Google has made YouTube the de facto video search tool on the
internet and its power to categorize and serve up video content is second-to-none. By placing the video on
YouTube —even without utilizing keyword tags or a well-written, optimized title and description—the video is
much more likely to rank higher in general internet searches for “apple growing” and is far more likely to be seen

in video-specific searches about apple growing.

But as powerful as a simple placement on YouTube is, the only way to truly maximize your potential to have your
content or business seen in higher-ranking search results is to use keyword tags and other keyword techniques to
get the attention of Google’s search algorithm. Let’s talk about each one individually and the reasons why they

are so powerful at the current time.

1.04
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KEYWORD TAGS

Almost every video- or photo-hosting service on the internet these days allows the ability to assign keyword tags
to your content. But not just any old words will do. Google and other search engines are going to match not only
the content of what you say your video or photo is about, but also the most relevant or most searched keywords
about your content. For example, keywording my video with the words “apples” and “growing” are likely far
too vague for my video to appear in a specific search about apple growing because there are likely thousands, if
not millions of other items on the internet about this broad topic. But what if I keyword tag my video with these
keywords:apples/growing/farming/howto/growapples/growingapples/applefarming/applefarmingtutorials/
applegrowingmethods/growing/methods/appleseeds/howtogrowapples/growingapplesinnewjersey/

newjerseyapples/NJapples

These are far more specific search terms and are likely to get grabbed by Google’s algorithm when someone is
searching for something like “growing apples in NJ.” So, you want to make sure that your keyword tags span a
wide range of possible search criteria. You want to be very specific about who you want to see your video and

break those criteria down into both compound and singular keyword tags.

One thing you can do to help choose the right keywords for your content is to search for other videos on the
same topic as your video. If your video is about growing apples in New Jersey, search for other similar videos on
YouTube or Google and use a browser extension like VidIQ to show you which tags are used in the most popular
videos. Then you can emulate those tags for your content. Now, chances are your video won’t get ranked as high
straight out of the shoot, even if you copied the exact keyword tags as a highly-viewed video. This is because
the highly-viewed video has been seen so many times that the volume of views helps it to rank higher in search

engine results.

But, if you have content that is fresh, such as a gear video about a brand new piece of camera equipment, and
you can get your video out early and assign the most relevant tags, you’ll likely be out in the forefront of internet
searches about that piece of gear. If your view count is high enough and your total minutes of watch time is high
as calculated by YouTube, you’ll likely remain highly ranked whenever someone searches for that topic. Your
best bet is to try and tailor your content to a niche audience and have the content be dynamic enough that people

stick around to watch once they’ve found it.

You will want to utilize every opportunity to keyword tag your content. Use image tags, keyword tag fields and

keyword location tags when available.

TITLE AND DESCRIPTION

Your video’s title and short description about the content of your image or video are just as important, if not more
important than your keyword tags because they serve as your headline. When you browse the news, what grabs
your attention? The headline. Nine times out of 10 the headline is what makes you decide straight away whether
you are going to click on and read a news story. Same thing for when Google is searching for specific content.
Your headline must be optimized to make Google want to grab it. Good titles often have direct but unique
language with keyword tags in them. Think in terms of clickbait articles. They always seem to have headlines
that make it hard to resist clicking on them. A video titled “Apple Growing in NJ” is far less appealing than a
video titled “5 Mistakes Farmers Make Growing Apples in New Jersey.”

The possibilities here are endless. You have to learn to write effective, attention-grabbing headlines while
keeping the keywords relevant to the actual content of the video. The description of your video also serves this
purpose. It gives the search engine the validation it needs when it sees a title that may be relevant to the search.
The description can be short, but the more keywords included, the better. It’s also important to include the exact
verbiage used in your title at the top of your description. Keeping your main keyword as close to the beginning

as possible helps to validate the content and improves SEO.
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BACKLINKS

Getting your content to rank higher in search results is also affected by how many other places the content is
referenced on the internet. If lots of other websites, blogs and articles link back to your video, this can really
help to validate your content and drive more traffic to your video, hence increasing Google’s chances of seeing
it and using the keyword tags to make a relevant search match. If you have a video you want people to see,
get it out there. It’s advertising your business. A video about “growing apples” should be on farmers’ blogs, in
Reddit forums, on Facebook and Instagram, and on other websites about growing apples. Spreading the seed of
your content increases visibility, which increases interaction, which increases engagement, which increases the
chances of that video ranking higher. As a wedding professional, I try to get my content everywhere, including

Vimeo, WeddingWire, TheKnot, LoveStories.tv, various wedding and wedding video related blogs, and featured

in articles about wedding videos, etc.

LIVE PREMIERES AND LIVE VIDEO PROMOTION

One often-overlooked element of SEO enhancement is live video. Live video is all the rage right now. If you’re
not leveraging it, you’re missing out. It doesn’t have to be a full-scale, fancy live production. Something as
simple as premiering your video in real-time in a Facebook watch party or utilizing YouTube’s premiere live
feature gets great engagement, even among small followings. Since today’s search engines are optimized to
favor live content higher up in social media feeds, this can only mean higher placement of live content. Use live
video to drive viewers to your content by premiering the video and having people comment on it, or just talk
about the making of it or explain to people that you’ve created a resource that they can now search about a topic.
These methods create backlinks to your video, which stimulates traffic. It’s also not just YouTube that’s leading
the charge on video engagement. Facebook and TikTok are becoming massive video search engines in the sense
that content on these social platforms gets much more return engagement. If content does well and garners good
engagement upon its release, it can go viral quickly and continue to appear in feeds for some time. Use Facebook,
Instagram and TikTok profiles to create another backlink to your static video somewhere else. The power of

social media to drive views to your YouTube videos is impressive.

behindtheshutter.com
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Overall, you must employ a multitude of these techniques to build SEO. You also want to make sure that if
you are privately hosting your videos on your own site as opposed to using a YouTube embed code to place the
video on your webpage, that your website itself is optimized for SEO. There are many services that exist to help

with SEO optimization, but ideally, you will want to mirror all of your content on multiple platforms to become

highly visible. Il
LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

Rob Adams is a veteran wedding filmmaker and educator. During his 22 years filming weddings
he has helped to define modern wedding storytelling with his blending of visuals and spoken
dialogue. He has been a frequent contributor to Shutter Magazine and has spoken at various
photo and video conferences around the globe.

website: robadamsfilms.com instagram: @robadamsfilms
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Product Spotlight | Tamron 70-180mm F/2.8 Di lll VXD

product spotlignt

Why the Tamron 70-180mm F/2.8 Di Ill VXD?

The Tamron 70-180mm F/2.8 lens is the third member in Tamron’s trio of fast F/2.8 zoom lenses for

full-frame mirrorless cameras.

This lens is small, but mighty! It is lightweight and extremely compact for a zoom lens (especially at a focal
length up to 180mm). The speed of this lens is impressive at all distances and the sharpness and speed at F/2.8

throughout the entire zoom range is unbeatable, whether your subject is up close or far away.

The Tamron 70-180mm F/2.8 lens delivers impeccable quality. With the BBAR-G2 (Broad-Band
Anti-Reflection Generation 2) Coating, this lens is able to suppress ghosting and flare and will render subjects

in exacting, full-contrast detail even under backlit conditions.
The newly developed VXD (Voice-coil eXtreme-torque Drive), a linear motor focus mechanism that delivers
excellent quietness and agile performance, produces the highest level of autofocusing speed and precision in

Tamron’s history.

This is not a lens you want to leave out of your must-have lineup!

LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

For more information, visit bit.ly/2VPWIZx
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Lighting is one of those things that can really make a difference in your work and overall portfolio. For beginners,
it's very easy to get trapped into the world of "natural light,” but that is just the beginning. We all start with
natural light, but we need to learn how to use light to shape our images—and that will ultimately shape your
style. Even if you remain a natural light photographer, that doesn’t change my point. You must learn how to use

light to create a look that is uniquely yours. This is how your customers will identify your work.

Photography is something that seems so simple that anyone can do it. However, we all know that mastering
this craft takes years of practice and experience. So, the question is, what are you doing to stand out from the
beginners? What are you doing to stand out and elevate your business from the pack? Buying a new lens won’t
change anything. Buying a new camera won’t change anything. A photographer that understands how to use light

and shadow will outperform you using a mobile phone.

Over my career, I have come to realize how important lighting is to my shots. Granted, I can’t stage every
moment, nor do I try. When the bride is coming down the aisle, she is coming down the aisle. There is no time
for "lighting" other than what is already naturally there. However, there will come a point in the day where it
is your time to shine, where you will create those epic images that should adorn your website. This is what you
should be doing to stand out. And by the way, I don’t care what kind of light you use, as long as you try to use

it in a unique way.

For me, I am a dramatic portrait guy. I love creating something that feels surreal for my couples, but still
represents the actual scene. Using off-camera light allows me to accomplish this. On the next few pages are

several images I have created for my couples that hang proudly in their homes today.

When you are done reading this, I hope I have inspired you to find your style and maximize your potential with
it. Use it on your website, at bridal shows, and in your advertising. This will ensure you attract the right clients

who love your work and are willing to spend more for it.

FINAL MOMENTS

This shot was taken moments before the bride walked down the aisle. I didn’t have a lot of time to goof around
with lighting or posing. I had about 120 seconds. I had never been in this room before and saw it as I was talking
to my bride about walking down the aisle. I knew I had to move quick to take advantage of the scene. Normally,
I might opt for a gorgeous silhouette but I felt like that really wouldn’t tell the story. So, I wanted a little pop of
light to fill the shadow side. I quickly grabbed the mirror asked her sister to hold it, posed them both and fired it
into the ceiling behind me to soften the light. The result is a beautifully lit and edited shot.

Image © Salvatore Cincotta Photography
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A KISS GOODNIGHT

This is not a Photoshop composite or trick; this was taken at the reception hall through a frosted window. The
lighting on the inside of the room was tied to uplighting at the reception hall. What you can't see is what's going

on around me. Pure chaos. I'm standing in the middle of the dance floor.

Meanwhile, I'm yelling instruction to my assistant who is relaying it through a door to the couple on the other

side. Once the pose was perfected, I focused on the light, but again, this is a real wedding—1I had to move quickly.

We used a Profoto A1 with a CTO (color temperature orange) gel to turn the wall orange and give it the perfect
color harmony and really allow the couple’s body shapes to be more visible. Had I tried to shoot this with

available light, the final shot would have looked nothing like this. In fact, it would have looked amateur at best.
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BOSS LADY

This is a location in St. Louis that countless
photographers have shot in, and guess what? They
more or less all look the same. This is an old, ugly
school bus with green seats, a blue ceiling and
disgusting floor. Here is a perfect example of where
we use light to shape our shot and create something

truly unique.

I used a B10 with red gel on the back to fill the bus
with red light and wash out all the ugly, distracting
colors. Then I used another B10 and OCF Beauty
Dish to illuminate her face and body. The results

are stunning.

And just by turning off the key light, we were able
to create another unique image using light and
shadows. Again, had I not used light to create this

image, the results would have been average at best.
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I hope my use of light to create unique images has inspired you to try something new. Push yourself and
experiment with light in new and creative ways. I promise you, your work will improve dramatically and your

clients will be willing to pay for the uniqueness that is solely yours. ll

Sal Cincotta is an international award-winning photographer, educator, author, Canon Explorer
Of Light and the publisher of Shutter Magazine. Sal's success is directly tied to the education
he received in business school. He graduated from Binghamton University, a Top 20 business
school, and has worked for Fortune 50 companies like Procter & Gamble and Microsoft. After
spending 10 years in corporate America, Sal left to pursue a career in photography and has
never looked back.

website: salcincotta.com instagram: @salcincotta
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Lighting is essentially the love language of photography! It has the power to transcend a normal moment into
pure magic and turn a simple photograph into art. Lighting creates a mood, captures a feeling, and communicates

an idea.

CONSIDER YOUR VISION FIRST, THEN CHOOSE THE LIGHTING

Before I plan how to light a particular photograph, I always consider my client’s vision first. This could be for
a campaign or commercial production where I am being hired to capture their concept. If the project is editorial
in nature or personal work, I come up with my vision first before anything else. There is no right or wrong way
to light! Yes, there are lighting ratios and various techniques, but the truth is there is no universal template to
lighting a photograph. There are a million different ways to light an image, and the way you choose all depends

on your style and vision.

What mood are you trying to convey? If you or your client is after a light, airy, effortless vibe, you might opt for
natural light with lens flare. If your client is looking for a dark, ominous vibe, you might try more moody lighting

such as utilizing constant lights to spotlight your subject, leaving the background dim.

In fashion, consider the feeling that goes along with wearing the garments. For instance, when photographing
lingerie, there is a softness to the fashion, so you might want to opt for soft lighting and bounce a strobe off of a

white wall and back onto your subject to create a beautiful, soft effect.

Where is your final image going to be used? If you are shooting a cover, you might check out past covers the
magazine has run and find that a lot of times the lighting is glossy and bright. Then you might use high-key

lighting. Be sure to only overexpose your white background by about 1/2 a stop so you don’t get lens flare.

Think about your subject matter. If you are shooting a portrait of a heavy metal band, then you might try lighting
that is more harsh, such as side lighting. If you are shooting a hair campaign, you might want to choose lighting

that brings out the texture of the hair and utilize a parabolic reflector to create nice specular highlights.

What are you selling in the photograph? If a client is selling a product, you want to be sure to light the product
as well as the model in the image to look their best. When I shoot jewelry campaigns, I usually will shoot at F16
so that the model and the jewelry is in focus; the best way to accomplish that is shooting strobe. I prefer to use
the Profoto line of strobes and modifiers because I love their light shaping tools and they are the most reliable

on set during big productions.
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BEGINNINGS

Every single situation, location, and subject is different so lighting is always going to vary. The key is to have
experimented so much with different lighting styles that when given a particular assignment or vision, you have
an idea of where to start and what lighting style will work best. And just because something you do lighting-wise
goes against the grain or the “rules of lighting” doesn’t mean it doesn’t look good. Many photographs you see in
high-end fashion magazines break all the rules. So learn the rules and then break them creatively. Ultimately you
have to go with what you love and what looks beautiful to you. Learn the basic principles of lighting, experiment

with them, and use the types of lighting that speak to your soul!

Here is a list of my favorite gear to create gorgeous light. Keep in mind that you can rent these for your shoot

before you purchase them to see what you like best.

- Nikon Z 7 + Nikkor prime lenses 35, 58, 85, 105, 200
- Silver reflector or insulation board

« Profoto D2 Kit for in studio

- Profoto B1x Kit for on-location lighting

- Beauty dish with white interior

- Parabolic reflector

- Deep white umbrella

Image © Dixie Dixon
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THE EASIEST WAY TO LEARN LIGHTING

This is key: Start with one light at a time! I personally started with the sun and mastered natural light, then I

worked with constant light, and then I moved inside to learn studio/strobe lighting.

Here are my favorite types of lighting for editorial and fashion work:

NATURAL LIGHT

Possibly my favorite type of light that I use is natural light—the sun, the light that was made for us. It can be soft

and beautiful or hard and edgy depending on how you use it!

DIRECT LIGHT

This is the easiest style of lighting that works best during the first and last hours of daylight. Direct light is when
the sun shines directly on your subject and the sun is at your back. It is clean, crisp and warm, which enhances
all colors. You will always get the most beautiful images during the first and last hours of the day. That’s why

they call it the “magic hour.”

Images © Dixie Dixon

BACKLIGHT

Backlight is basically placing the
sun at your subject’s back and then
shooting towards the sun. You can use
a reflector in front to fill in their faces
if you’d like. You can also capture
some nice lens flare which gives your

photograph a natural mood.

During most productions, my team
uses insulation board from the
hardware store which has a silver
side and a white side to bounce light.
The insulation board is easier to keep
consistent on windy days instead of
the flimsy reflectors. Use the white
side to create a softer fill and the

silver side to create more punch.
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MIDDAY LIGHT

We don’t always have the luxury of shooting during magic hour. So in order to make great images when times

are not ideal, we can find shade, use reflectors, or try different posing.

When shooting in midday sun, I first always try to find shade or create it. Try putting your subject in the shade
and then have your assistant stand in the sun and bounce light back into your subject using a reflector. You can

also angle your model’s face up towards the sun.

Image © Dixie Dixon

Images © Dixie Dixon

OVERCAST LIGHT

Overcast light is beautiful for soft portraits as the sun and clouds give you a natural softbox. This type of lighting

is ideal for video since it stays consistent throughout the day. Sometimes we will pop in a strobe as a hair light

to add more punch on overcast days.

WINDOW LIGHT

Window light is quite gorgeous for fashion
because it wraps around your subject beautifully!
Stand with your back to the window and have
your subject face the window, shooting in.
This gives you such a flattering look. If you’re
photographing men, try shooting parallel to the
window to give it some shadows and a more
masculine look. And finally, if you want to
capture streams of sunlight coming through the
window, try using a fog machine to bring out
the beams of light. We use them often to create a

high fashion, moody feel.
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CONSTANT LIGHT

Constant light, or video light, is a great tool if
you are learning lighting. The big advantage
over strobes is that you get to see where the
lightis falling. Like natural light, what you see
is what you get. If you’re looking to recreate
daylight in a studio there is nothing better
than an HMI light like ARRI M18s. If you are
not familiar with HMIs, just think about any
movie like “Pirates of the Caribbean” that
takes place outside, but you know was filmed

in a studio. They are using HMIs.

If you are looking for a smaller type of
constant lighting, the Stella Pros are great
tools as they are lightweight and powerful.
You can also use the modeling lamp of your
Profoto strobes. You may just need to bump

up your ISO a bit to expose properly.

Images © Dixie Dixon

STROBE

Strobe is one of the most important kinds of light
in fashion and editorial work! I like to pair the
Nikon Z 7 mirrorless camera with the Profoto
remote because you can instantly see what the
image will look like on the back of the camera.
This is the huge advantage of shooting mirrorless
with strobes. The easiest way to learn strobe is
to work with one light at a time. Try using it at
different heights and distances and find what you
like best. Then try different modifiers on that one
light to give you different looks.

When I was starting out, I rented a studio near my
house once a week and would bring in a fashion ad
and ask the studio manager—who is an awesome
photographer, Kauwuane Burton—to help me
light the same way as the ad. This time in studio
practicing on friends and local models was the way
Ilearned. And once you have a good understanding
of one light and modifiers, add in another light,
maybe a hair light, and do the same thing with a
third light. The more hands-on practice you do, the
better you'll get.

Here are my basic go-to strobe settings:

- Shutter speed 1/250 OR use High Speed Sync for
faster shutter speeds to overpower the sun outside.
- Choose your aperture based on how much depth
of field you want. For portraits, I prefer to shoot
pretty wide open at F 2.8 so the eyes are sharp and
the background falls out of focus nicely. If I am
photographing a group or a model wearing jewelry
where I need more of the photograph in focus, I
will shoot at a higher f-stop.

- Low ISO. Go as low as possible to create the

cleanest images.

Some of my favorite modifiers for strobes are
the beauty dish, parabolic reflector, and the
deep white umbrella. These tools are stellar for

fashion imagery.
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STROBE MIXED WITH AMBIENT

Much of the time when shooting outside we will mix daylight and strobe. I prefer the image to still look quite
natural, so we will match the strobe and daylight pretty close by just overexposing the hair light by about a half
stop. This creates a sunlight type of look. Other times we just want to add a kiss of light to the face at the end of
the day, such as in this car image, to where it still looks natural. In these cases we either go with a bare bulb or

use the beauty dish modifier.

When utilizing strobe inside a location that has some nice window light, we love to bounce the bare strobe off of

walls and back into the subject to create a natural, soft look.

EXPERIMENTAL

One of the best ways to create unique fashion images is through experimental lighting. I often love to shoot
through crystals and work with star filters on certain editorial projects. We even cut out shapes in foam core and

shine a light through to make interesting shadows and create a unique mood.

Ultimately, the lighting you choose to go with creates the mood of your photograph and showcases your style
and vision. The more you experiment and add new techniques to your lighting toolbox, the more stunning your
lighting will be! ll

As one of the sixteen original Nikon Ambassadors in the United States, Dixie Dixon has spent
the last decade bringing creative visions to life for brands, ad agencies, fashion/commercial
clients as well as educating others about the latest cutting-edge photography techniques
and technology. Dixie brings a wildly positive energy to the set that creates a one-of-a-kind
experience for her clients, inspires her dream team of colleagues, and earns the business of
some of the most exclusive brands in the world.

website: dixiedixon.com instagram: @iamdixiedixon

Images © Dixie Dixon
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Lighting is easily the prime component to creating an interesting image. Lighting, when coupled with color, is what

draws a viewer in to look at the subject in an image.

Lighting is the foundation of a photographic composition. Photographers who are skilled in lighting can offer
their clients flattering portraits no matter what environment they are working in. In the old days, lighting was
just something that photographers understood. However, during the digital revolution, as cameras became
more intuitive, people were able to obtain exposures much more easily by utilizing the automatic functions in

their cameras.

Therefore, over the last 10 years we have seen many photographers who have never really learned how to use light. I
cannot entirely blame them, because many of them have turned natural lighting into a brand, and coincidentally, many

clients prefer that type of look.

But no matter what your style is you can create even better images by utilizing good light. In this article, I'm going to show

you five of my favorite lighting tricks that can instantly transform a boring image into something much more interesting.

TIP 1. CREATE SUN FLARE UTILIZING FLASH

I originally wrote about this tip exactly five years ago in the
August 2015 edition of Shutter Magazine. But since it has been
five years since I have touched on it, we can get a little more

advanced now.

Placing a CTO gel on your flash can create the right color light.
But the goal when creating fake sun flare is to mimic the look
of natural light. Therefore, positioning is incredibly important.
When positioning a “sun flash” make sure that you place it in
the same direction of the strongest natural light source in the
frame. When shooting with natural light, the sun will typically
be your strongest light source, so by utilizing your flash in the
same direction, you are ensuring consistency throughout the

scene even if your light spill is not perfect.

Once you have your positioning down, now it is time to worry
about the shape. I highly recommend using either a round flash
head like a Profoto B10 or utilizing a speedlight modified with a
MagSphere. This will help spread the light out in a better pattern
that is more consistent with the natural look of the sun. When
you position the light high from the brightest direction of natural
light in the scene and use a round light head, the sunlight that

you are creating is indistinguishable from real sunlight.

Lastly, let’s talk about when to do this. You have a noticeably short period of time in the day that you’re able to
take advantage of this technique. Once the sun gets too low in the sky, utilizing fake sun flare will look out of
place. Therefore, it's best to use this technique right as the sun disappears at sunset, or in open shade where you

can craft all of the light spill yourself.

Image © Michael Anthony Photography
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TIP 2. UTILIZE BOUNCE FLASH WHENEVER YOU CAN

I talk about this technique often because it really is a life saver. I'm a location-based photographer, and the last
thing I want to do is lug around heavy equipment in the city. This can draw unwanted attention to me, and it can

just slow down the entire process of shooting.

Fortunately, in most locations that you shoot, you will have access to a much larger modifier than you could ever

bring with you. When utilizing bounce flash, everything is a modifier.

The way this works is that you first have to use a high-powered light source. You want to be able to spread that
light source out using a sphere or a round head. Then you can place that light toward a flat surface. You will

ideally look for something that is brighter in nature, like a white wall.

Then you can bounce the flash off that light source and create a softbox just about anywhere. This is probably
my most used technique to create soft light. Oftentimes you might not even need a flash to do this. All you must

do is find a bright wall where the sun is bouncing off.

Bounce flash can give you beautiful soft portraits at just about any time of day. You can also use this technique
with on-camera flash by turning your light 90 degrees to the left or right. I often use this during grand entrances

or when photographing dancing on a wedding day.

Another way you can lighten your load is to just use a reflector to bounce the light off. This would require an

assistant, but it works perfectly well if you have a stand to hold your light.

Bounce flash is entirely underused because many photographers look at it as a considerably basic lighting
technique. However, like most skills in our industry, photographers typically don't master it before moving on to
the next skill. On your next shoot, make it a point to look around for places to bounce your light off and I promise

you will find a place to create flattering portraits.

Image © Michael Anthony Photography
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TIP 3. CONTROL YOUR LIGHT SPILL

One skill set that can distinguish a skilled strobist from a beginner is the way that they control

light. Now this tip has a couple of complex layers, but let's get into the basic one first.

Controlling your light simply means making sure that your light is falling on your subject without
affecting too much of the background. In practice, this seems like it could be amazingly simple to
accomplish, however, in practicality it is quite difficult to do. Our eyes are typically attracted to
the brightest parts of an image, so if a subject is lit at the same luminance levels as a background,

it can detract our eyes from what is important in a composition.

There are two techniques that I primarily use to control light. The first is to feather my light
source. Those of you who have seen me work know that I like to travel as light as possible. I do

not like to carry extra equipment and I often lose accessories that go along with my modifiers.

Feathering a light source can help you to control your light spill and create a much better quality
of light in the process. Typically, if we are utilizing a speedlight or a large softbox, we want to
light the subject with the edges of that light. Doing so will allow us to avoid any major hotspots
that will cause uneven light distribution on our subject’s skin. This may seem like it is going to
diminish returns in terms of image quality, however, I can assure you it is not. I want you to test
this on your next shoot. Take a close portrait and light your subject with the center of the softbox,
and take another image with the power of the flash turned up slightly, but lighting them with just
the edge of your softbox. You are going to notice that the second image has much better highlight
to shadow transition, and it is not going to reflect imperfections or shine in your subject’s skin.

An added benefit is that it is going to allow you to control the light spill.

Feathering your light source correctly typically means that your softbox is going to be pointed
about a foot above your subject’s head. This will avoid light spill on the ground and will allow

for much better highlight to shadow transition on your subject.

The second technique that I use to control my light is to utilize a grid. I typically will use this
technique when I'm working in very tight spaces. By utilizing a grid, I can make sure that my

light is pointed directly at my subject without having to worry about it spilling onto a background.

When I'm working in a bridal prep room, if there is not beautiful light to work with then I will
usually photograph the room a bit darker to hide distractions. This is where grids come in handy.
The MagMod or Profoto grid system allows us to control light spill by stacking the grids to get
the correct spread of light.
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TIP 4. USE LIGHT TO CREATE SEPARATION AND DIMENSION

While this tip may seem a little harder to visualize, I can assure you this is the easiest one to follow. Some of
the best images will typically have multiple light sources. The reason for this is because as photographers have
become better and better over the years, an image that has multiple light sources on the subject will tend to look

different and more impactful to viewers.

Now, we do not want to utilize a secondary light just to
utilize a secondary light. We want to do it with purpose
and intent. By adding separation between your subject and
your background, you inherently make your background
look three-dimensional. There are a couple of ways to
accomplish this. The simplest one is to just add a light onto
your subject’s hair from behind. This will separate them
from the background and when balanced properly with your
key light will give your subject that three-dimensionality.
But let’s take this a step further. What if we were to add an
additional light onto our background? Now you are going

to have three layers of depth in an image.

The beautiful part about this is that you can set up these
three light diagrams just about anywhere. All you need is a

wall, a subject, and three lights.

Now let’s take this even a step further. What if we were to add a gel onto that background light? This will
allow us to control the scene by utilizing complementary colors that match our subject’s clothing, skin tone, or

hair color.
Now, you can light a foreground in addition to a background or in lieu of. Oftentimes by lighting the foreground
and then lighting your subject in the background just a tad brighter, we can create an interesting composition

from simple elements like a chain-link fence or the back of an iron chair.

When utilizing lighting, the possibilities are endless.

com
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TIP 5. UTILIZE COLOR SHIFTING WHEN APPROPRIATE

I first introduced the concept of color shifting in 2015 as well. Color shifting just means utilizing a cooler or a

warmer white balance and then offsetting the color by utilizing gels on your subjects.

In practicality, the way this works is you would set your white balance to 3200 Kelvin, and then utilize CTO gel

on your subject. This will turn your background blue and keep white light on your subject.

This works very well when photographing at dusk, and it also works well in reverse when photographing

at sunrise.

I often utilize this technique when I want to create a unique image that might be printed by my clients. The goal

is to make something that they do not expect.

As a more advanced way of doing this, you can utilize a gray card to set a custom white balance. This works
best when working with CTB gels. To do this correctly, you would take two full CTB gels and place them on a
flash. Then you would obtain a custom white balance by allowing that flash to light a gray card. Set the custom
white balance in your camera, then photograph your scene. This will turn the ambient light to a bright shade of

red while leaving your subject with genuinely nice light on them.

This technique works very well when photographing in open fields around sunset. But be sure not to overuse it

because it could take quite a bit of time to set up, and you do not want to detract from the client’s experience.

So, there you have it, my five tricks for creating better images utilizing creative lighting in 2020. If you have any

questions, feel free to reach out to me at mike@elevateyourphotography.com and I will catch you next month

LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

in Shutter Magazine. B

Michael Anthony is the owner of Michael Anthony Studios, a wedding photography studio based
in Los Angeles. He has won multiple awards in international image competition for his creative
use of light, storytelling and environmental portraiture. The five-member team at Michael
Anthony Studios photographs around 60 weddings and over 200 portrait sessions a year.

website: michaelanthonyphotography.com instagram: @michaelanthonyphotography
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When I first started out in photography, I was trying to learn ALL the things at once. The best gear, the right way
to use it. What the hell is a lighting ratio and this rule of thirds? Wait, I have to MATH to be an artist?!

The madness didn’t stop at cameras. I had to learn what to do with those images once I was through capturing
them. Then I had to learn how to sell them. Suffice to say, those first steps into the photography world were
incredibly daunting and I struggled constantly.

Thankfully, early in the experience I heard a wise person offer this sage advice: “What are you consistently
struggling with? Identify that and focus on it until you have a grasp on it.” (That wise person, by the way, was

me. Give me a second to pat myself on the back.)

This profound wisdom of mine (insert sarcasm here) gave me a chance to relax and focus and provided a
systematic approach to solving my struggles. I started to focus on lighting and posing. I memorized basic poses
that made sense for men and for women, then quickly attached the lighting patterns that worked with them.
After a few sessions, I saw way better results in my images than I had when I just went feral photographer on
my clients. Soon after that checkbox was marked, I moved on to Photoshop and began learning how to retouch
and apply some early sense of artistic style to my digital images. The sales part of my journey? Let’s just not talk

about those early days of CDs and “Sure, you can have all of the images!”

So, I had a handle on things. Each facet of the photography experience was being addressed with what I felt was
passing grace and dignity. My clients found ways to give me cash (no thanks to the inverse square law) and I

could proceed.

INNOVATE OR DIE

Then, I watched Sal Cincotta boldly state, “Innovate or die.” I believed him because the clients walking through
my door were telling me the very same thing: “Yeah, that other photographer in town that’s been here for years?
They are so boring and don’t do anything new.” So, I went back to the drawing board and started looking at each
semi-shiny facet of my photography business gem and suddenly began to notice the tarnish. The tarnish looked
an awful lot like the “other photographer in town’s” tarnish. The same poses, the same lighting, the same simple

Photoshop gimmicks, and the sales room—we aren’t going there, remember?

So, I attempted to innovate. I learned more poses and more lighting patterns, and tried to mash them together but
they sort of looked the same. I tried to do new things in Photoshop and it made no sense and the artwork looked
silly. I couldn’t find more templates to follow. I couldn’t see my way forward unless someone showed me how

to do it.

Then, one day I just decided to make my own rules and see what happened. I set my camera on a new group of
settings simply to see what I could do with it. I took the lighting pattern that made the most sense and moved it
around a little bit so shadows became more powerful. I didn’t care about the vanilla poses everyone else did; I
tried something new. I gave myself a catchphrase, and it’s one I constantly teach today: “You have to learn why

things work in Photoshop.”

All of that combined produced NEW artwork that was vastly different from the other photographer in town. And

that, with a little bit of marketing, got my studio noticed and the rest (including the sales room) is history.
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LIGHT IN ACTION

It has been many years since those days of discovery and the facets of my photography career have constantly
been polished up over the years. Innovate or die, indeed. So, I want to show you a lighting pattern that you
probably already know and how it can be tweaked into something you don’t know. Then, we’ll do the rest of the

work in Photoshop.

In this first image you can see a typical three-light setup that is indicative of high-key dramatic imagery. It
includes one main light with a decent-sized light modifier (in this case a 47-inch octabox) with two lights on
either side of the camera, featuring strip boxes to shape the light into an even column that cuts the subject. The
main light’s power setting is metered to be at an aperture of F-8, ISO 400 and a shutter speed of 1/160 of a
second. The side lights are metered to be the same. All three lights have the same power, so they illuminate the

subject evenly and sculpt their body with light. (Fig. 1)

Now for experimentation. What if the main light is lifted above the subject and brought down at a very strong
angle? What if the two side lights are metered to now read at F11 and therefore let the main light have a little
more impact? (Fig.2) Innovation: What if I put gel material on each light with a complimentary color pattern?
(Fig. 3)

One of the constant compliments that I get (which I am thankful for) is that the viewer loves the lighting in an
image. More often than not, that lighting pattern is brought about by experimentation on set, all centered on the
feeling that I’m trying to create with the image. That was the idea that heralded my transition to innovation. I paid
attention to the story of the image series and created lighting that matched it. The high-school senior wants to
wear a light and airy outfit in a field of flowers? Wide open shallow depth of field with one main light as a gentle
fill photographed with high-speed sync. The student wants an image that “I dunno, makes me look cool”? Then
I put them against a wall in the studio, use one light at a high angle and set a Rembrandt lighting pattern. The
gentleman in this image wanted the colors of the light to sculpt his body and let him show his range of emotions.

I set up the lighting pattern that you see on the next page..

Image © Reality Reimagined
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NOW IT'S TIME FOR THE PHOTOSHOP

There are so many ways to add or take away light in an image. [ want to show you an easy one that can not only
be a starting point, but also a finishing move for your image... because just like a video game, you need one final
move. (Can you hear the voice? FINISH. THAT. IMAGE!)

Use Adobe Camera Raw as a filter and let’s visit the White/Highlights slider and the Black/Shadow slider.
Each can let Photoshop reevaluate the available data based on a new black or white point in the image and then

increase the intensity of it.

Let’s also drift down to the Color Mixer (if you are using the June 2020 Photoshop update) or the fourth tab in
ACR, the HSL tab. Here we can access each color that Photoshop is able to render and adjust the luminosity of
each. Every human being has the color orange in their skin tone, so that’s a great place to start. We can brighten
that color within their skin, change its hue slightly to color correct the image or desaturate it to accompany
the visual style we may be trying to create. In the case of gelled photographys, this area is your greatest ally in

saturating the colors in your image and increasing their luminosity.

fig4

To put the finishing touches on your artwork, I highly recommend
a new and very powerful plugin on the Photoshop scene: Oniric by
Composite Nation. This plugin (available only for Photoshop 2018
or later) creates beautiful non-destructive glow and light streaks to
your image. It utilizes a unique algorithm and the tools available in
Photoshop to produce these results. The interface itself gives you a
lot of creative options in how you create the light elements—their
colors, intensity, and range. (Fig. 4) You can learn more about Oniric
by visiting the Composite Nation website and see the tutorial and
testimonials there. Below are some of the images that I have produced

using Oniric as a final touch to the art.

Images © Reality Reimagined
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final image

HOW WILL YOU INNOVATE?

Sal said it best and it is the mantra that I have tried to live my young photography life by: “Innovate or die.” Innovation
can always come from seeking education from others in our industry, but it must begin with you. Ask yourself a simple

question: “What am I consistently struggling with?” Focus on that until you have a grasp on it. ll

David Byrd has an overactive imagination and has used that gift in his art. He has a degree in
theater, and worked as an actor and director before turning his attention to photography and
Photoshop. It was through those collective disciplines that he realized he could tell stories from
his imagination through photography, similarly to how he once did it in the theater.

website: realityreimagined.com instagram: @realityreimagined
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CAN YOU YELL US ABOUT YOUR BACKGROUND?
I’'m a 47-year-old graphic designer, photographer, digital artist and miniature artist. I’'m a husband and father
of two, living in Cancun, Mexico. I manage my Photo Studio: Hernandez Dreamphography, where I create

high-impact images for the advertising industry and branded content for digital media by mixing photography,

digital art and crafts to bring my ideas to life.

WHAT DOES PHOTOGRAPHY MEANTO YOU?

For me, photography is the means by which I can portray all the ideas that arise from my mind.
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WHAT IS YOUR SPECIALTY?

My specialty is “creative photography.” Normally I’'m working in the studio with scale models and dioramas,

doing practical effects and practical lighting mixed with digital manipulation.

§S YHERE A NICHE IN COMMERCIAL PHOTOGRAPHY FOR YOUR WORK?

Of course there is... [ have done projects for different brands around the world, such as Audi, Volkswagen, BBC’s
Top Gear magazine, Mattel, Cadbury, The Red Cross, BMW, Adobe, and more. Also, a lot of the images of my

personal projects have been licensed to different brands and are sold in fine art galleries such as YellowKorner.

WHERE DO YOU FIND INSPIRATION?

I literally use my dreams as a source of inspiration. Also, I can be inspired by music, movies, books, and by the

work of other artists, normally illustrators.

Image © Felix Hernandez Dreamphography
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CAN YOU TELL US WHICH KIND OF LIGHT YOU USE IN YOUR 5TUDI0?

In my studio I usually use flashes, but there are also occasions where I use continuous light or I combine flashes

with continuous light to achieve certain effects on camera.

I also use the light painting technique a lot. For this, I use small LED light sources that allow me to put the light
exactly where I want it. This gives me a lot of control over the scenarios and models. For this technique the shots

have to be long exposure and the space where I am doing the production has to be totally dark.

For some of my images I have even combined these three lighting sources or techniques: flashes, continuous

light and light painting.

HOW DO YOU LIGHT YOUR SCENES?

The lighting in my scenes is very varied and depends on the idea or vision for creating that image.

I choose what type of lighting I will use for the production depending on the mood I want to achieve; whether it

will be with flashes, with continuous light, light painting, or the combination of all or some of them.

The type of lighting I use also depends on whether you are going to do some kind of effect on camera (practical
effects). There are effects that require freezing the action, and for this you need to use studio flashes that have
a “short flash duration.” There are other effects that require some movement or “sweep” in the shot, and for
that I use continuous light that allows me to take long exposure shots. But there are also effects that require the

combination of both light sources.

First, I decide the mood for a scene and what kind of practical effects I want to perform. Then I make a lighting
scheme or lighting design diagram; here I decide what type of light source I will use, how many light sources I

will need, the light modifiers, and the position of each light source.

There are shots where I can be using up to six light sources and there are others where I only use one light source.
This does not mean that the image that was created with six light sources is better than the other. Simply, the

lighting design is at the service of the story you want to tell with that image.

HOW DO YOU CHOOSE WHICH LIGHY MODIFIERS TO USE?

The light modifiers I choose for a scene depend on the story I want to tell and the mood I want to convey with
the image. Depending on the modifier I use, I can achieve very soft light or harsh light. This is important if you
want to emulate the light that enters through a window and give a feeling of nostalgia, or if you want to emulate
a cloudy day and achieve a feeling of sadness. If you want to represent a scene in the desert, you would use a

harsh light that produces well-defined shadows and the sensation of heat.

The position and angle of the light sources combined with the type of modifier you choose is key to telling the
story. Normally the large modifiers at a short distance from our scene will give us a soft light and we can emulate
a cloudy day. On the other hand, a small modifier placed remote from our scene will give us a harsh light to

represent a sunny day.

Image © Felix Hernandez Dreamphography
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DO YOU HAVE ANY LIGHTING TIPS AND TRICKS?

The first thing you have to ask yourself is what kind of story do you want to tell. Once you know this, then
analyze what mood can represent that story well. Once you determine the mood for your scene, then translate

it into light.

Here are seven lighting tips:

1. To represent a sad or reflective state of mind, use a soft light with a cool temperature.
- Big modifiers, placed near your scene.

- Cool tones via white balance, gels, or in post.

2. To represent an uncomfortable state of mind or dynamic scene, use harsh light and a warm temperature.
- Small modifiers, placed far from your scene.

- Warm tones via white balance, gels, or in post.

3. To represent action scenes, you could use a mix of soft and harsh light as well as a mix in light temperatures.
- Small and big modifiers.
+ Warm tones for the shadows and cool tones for the highlights.

- Light painting can be really helpful.

4. To represent mystery, you could use a dim light and backlight the scene.
- Small or big modifiers.
- Cool tones.

- Backlit or lateral lit, bouncing the light just to fill a little bit of the shadows on your main character.

5. To achieve texture on your scene and characters, use harsh light and place it lateral coming from behind.
- Small modifiers.
- Lateral and behind lit. Bounce light to fill shadows.
- Light painting with a small LED light is great to create texture.

6. To freeze action, like smoke or explosions, liquid splashes, flying objects, etc., use flashes. Use studio flashes
with short flash duration or speedlights. You could use a continuous light source as well, but it would have to be

powerful enough to work at high-speed camera shutter durations (at least 1/1000).

7. Last but not least, remember that an image is telling a story, and that light is key to telling that story. Always
look for these three light characteristics:
+ Quality of light (not to be confused with quantity of light or power): Soft light or harsh light (soft or
harsh shadows).
- Angle of light: Is it coming from top, ground level, lateral, backlit, etc.

« Temperature of light: Cool or warm.

Managing these main characteristics of light will help you to tell better stories and create better images.

Image © Felix Hernandez Dreamphography

125 behindtheshutter.com



126 Shutter Magazine . August 2020

Image © Felix Hernandez Dreamphography

Images © Felix Hernandez Dreamphography

WHAT IS THE BIGGESYT MISTAKE YOU EVER MADE WITH PHOTOGRAPHY?

I don’t remember a particular one, because I have made them all! For example, erasing all the files from the

camera before downloading them and losing the photoshoot!

HOW DO YOU SEE YHE FUTURE OF PHOTOGRAPHY?

I'think we are living in exciting times for photography. There are a lot of amazing developments in the photography
field. Some of them will help us to do our job easier, but also can transform us into lazy photographers.
Competition as pro photographers is going to be bigger and harder. Now more than ever photographers have to

be really well-prepared and develop their unique style. ll

Felix Hernandez is a photographer, digital and miniature artist based in Cancun, Mexico. He
directs his Photography Studio “Hernandez Dreamphography,” where he develops creative
projects and high impact images for advertising campaigns and branded content for
international brands such as: BMW Motorrad, Audi, Volkswagen, Nickelodeon, Wilson, Mattel,
The Red Cross, TopGear Magazine, Cadbury, among others.

website: hernandezdreamphography.com instagram: @hernandez_dreamphography

Images © Felix Hernandez Dreamphography
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The details of a wedding reception are often the touches that distinguish a wedding and show the unique
personality of the bride. From the flowers harvested from her sister's personal greenhouse to the heirloom
mismatched china to the handmade, DIY, clock-themed centerpieces... this is her chance to show off her creative

side and make the reception unique to her, her family and friends, and her relationship with the groom.

Each detail represents a decision or a way of communicating for that bride, so you want to capture
high-quality, well-lit shots of everything she's worked hard to curate. You develop an eye for what may “fade
into the background” for the guests, but which was lovingly selected by the bride. Part of wowing her when you
return her photographs is capturing all the effort and love she put into the reception, bringing her back to the day
of the wedding through thoughtfully-identified details.

It's also a wonderful place to capture photographs that allow you to place your work in excellent magazines
and blogs. When a magazine publishes weddings, a key component they're looking for is the “it factor” of that

particular wedding: the details and elements that make it a variation on the common themes for weddings.

Making those detail shots count can make your photographs stand out to a publication editor and help you get
that valuable exposure. Often, the challenge is getting everything photographed quickly and with the perfect
lighting, even as “the show must go on.” Here are some key tips for shooting great reception details with

off-camera flash.

Exposure: 2.5 @ 1/125 ISO 1250

Exposure: 2.2 @ 1/125 ISO 640

HOW TO PICK THE PERFECT LENS

When photographing details at a reception, I'm using either my Canon EF 50mm 1.2 L or my Canon EF 85mm
/1.4 IS lens. The compression works well for this kind of photography, and it helps me focus on an area of
detail. Another helpful choice is with my depth of field, which I set at 2.2 to 3.5. Choosing a shallow depth of
field brings the viewer’s attention to the subject of the photograph while letting everything else be the canvas on

which the detail is set. We’ll get more into that later.

I opt for the S0mm for the closest details, especially small items or elements. I keep the 85mm handy because
it works well for cake shots and full centerpieces, capturing even intricate displays well. If you’re grabbing a

full-room shot, a wider lens will likely need to be used.

Exposure: 2.2 @ 1/125 ISO 640

Images © Vanessa Joy
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DRAWING ATTENTION TO A DETAIL

One way to bring the detail element of the scene to the forefront is to focus on the main object you want to
photograph and increase the bokeh and softness of everything in the background. This can give a dreamlike style
to the photo and draw the viewer into the item you most want them to see. This technique is highlighted by the

light and exposure for the detail photos, which we’ll get into next.

Exposure: 2.2 @ 1/160 ISO 500

Exposure: 2.2 @ 1/160 ISO 500

EXPOSURE GUIDELINES TO GET GREAT BACKGROUNDS

No matter how beautiful the details are, a greater distance from the background will enhance the overall feel of
the image and make the subject stand out more. We don't want dark, unclear backgrounds, even if we're aiming
for softness there. I specifically choose my background to have more light or candles so it creates a beautiful

bokeh whenever possible.

I start by exposing for the ambient. For instance, in a dark hall, I might let my ISO go up to 1600 or 2000. Your
ISO choice will depend on your camera’s high ISO capabilities. For me, with my Canon 1DXIII, I try not to

let it go up over 5000, because I find that there's too much noise in the image, and that's not what I like to see.

I'll set aperture to /2.2 to /3.5, adjusting it based on the subject of my photograph and how much of it I'd like
to have in focus. Based on this process, I'll then set my shutter speed to what I need to get a proper exposure,
sometimes one or two steps darker. Because my subjects aren’t moving, I have no problem going a little bit lower

on my shutter speed than I normally would.

Image © Vanessa Joy
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THE MIRACLE OF OFF-CAMERA FLASH

My off-camera flash of choice is the Profoto B10, starting with the "through the lens,” or TTL mode, which
offers an automatic calculation of how much light to put out based on my distance to the subject and my camera's
exposure metering system. Starting with this gets me the approximate exposure for the correct amount of power
from the light, so I understand the ballpark of what I'm looking at before I flip over to manual. With Profoto
lights, when you flip your flash setting from TTL to Manual, it locks in the flash power setting and then you can

manually go brighter or darker from there.

Exposure: f2.2 @ 1/160 1SO 500

The room I'm photographing has an impact on how I position my lights, so I'll sometimes use one light at a
45-degree angle toward the detail I'm trying to capture, or two lights on either side of the detail. I also prefer to
use a grid light shaper, focusing the beam of light because I don't want a lot of spill-off. Light spilling off onto

often white-colored tablecloths can create a quick overexposure, which will be distracting for the viewer.

Exposure: f2.5 @ 1/125 ISO 1250

Image © Vanessa Joy
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Exposure: 2.2 @ 1/160 1SO 500

OFF-CAMERA FLASH HELPS YOU QUICKLY SHOOT MULTIPLE ITEMS

Because I've set my camera and aligned my off-camera flash, I can actually photograph a whole table, both
the larger tablescape look and then close-ups of individual details and angles, all without having to make a
lot of time-consuming adjustments. This is very helpful if, and when, you don't have much time to get those

detail shots.

I've had those wedding days when I had to capture the whole reception room in only five minutes. When you
know what you're going to do ahead of time and use this method, it works great! You'll be amazed at how quickly
you can take in everything about the design and decor. If you do have more time, this just opens up your options
to photograph items that are subtly mismatched or elements of the room that otherwise wouldn't get to be center

stage. You never know what might turn out to be your best photograph of the night, or your client’s favorite.

Exposure: 2.2 @ 1/160 I1SO 500 Exposure: 2.2 @ 1/160 ISO 500

Images © Vanessa Joy
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Exposure: 2.5 @ 1/125 ISO 1250

Exposure: 2.5 @ 1/125 1SO 1250

THINK THE WAY A MAGAZINE EDITOR THINKS

Alongside getting as many of these details as you can, try to put yourself in the mind of the magazine editor or
publisher who you'd like to feature your wedding photography. For instance, getting a horizontal and a vertical
shot of the items you think are most likely to appeal to them may already be part of your shot list, but doing it

with all of your favorite details helps your work fit into a publication's layout that much more easily.

Keep your ears open whenever you're talking with the bride or hearing her describe elements of the reception to
someone. This could yield a great short note to add to a photo, making it publication-worthy. Some details, after

all, have a real story behind them, elevating their appeal, and editors love when you write the story for them a bit.
Once you’ve mastered off-camera flash in your wedding reception details, the same techniques are easily applied

to your wedding couples and work throughout the day. It’s a great way to break into off-camera flash (OCF) if

you’re just learning how it all works. Hll

LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

Vanessa Joy has been a professional wedding photographer in New Jersey since 2002, and an
influencer in the photographic community for years. Since starting VanessaJoy.com in 2008,
she has taught photographers around the globe at almost every major platform in the industry
(LearnPhotoVideo.com). Vanessa has been recognized for her talent and business sense at the
renowned industry events CreativelIVE, Clickin’® Moms, WPPI and ShutterFest. Her peers love
her informative, open-book style of teaching.

website: vanessajoy.com instagram: @vanessajoy

Images © Vanessa Joy
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One of the most common questions asked of professional photographers is, “What was your lighting setup?” I
am sure we all have heard that question or wondered it ourselves when looking at an image. It’s a genuine and

very important question.

As photographers in today’s world, we have so many options. We have strobes, natural light, constant light,
reflectors. We have differing modifiers like octaboxes, softboxes, beauty dishes, strip boxes, umbrellas, gels and
so on. There are lighting setups with five, six, seven, eight or more lights. The subject of lighting is endless. With

so many possibilities, it can be overwhelming.

In my own personal business, I actually only use one light the majority of the time, both indoor and out. Yep,
that’s right. ONE LIGHT! How does that work? Well, let’s break it down so we have a better understanding of
our light source regardless of where it comes from, helping us know what we need to do when working with

one light.

Let’s briefly go back to basics. You have and will continue to hear me say, “Become the best and master what you
have right now, and imagine what you will be capable of with better (or more) gear later.” This can apply to all
gear, but for this article let’s apply it to lighting. What would you do with one light if that is all you have access

to? How do you become a “one-light wonder”?

shuttercom

os

behindthe

1432



WILL BE

To start and have cur mindset right let’s talk about the basic mles we car use to our advantage when using

one light.
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. THE DISTANCE OF THE LIGHT
PRAYS A HUGE PART

I

thinking... Inverse square law? Too much math for me!

the inverse square law. I already know what you are

hile there is a lot of math to this equation, it can be
understood in simple terms. To put it easily, the closer the
light source is to the subject, the quicker the light will fall off
the subject.

This would be a good time for an in-home
experiment. Try this by using a standard
beauty dish and any subject (even if
the object is not living, like a can
f Coke). Photograph someone or
something on a white background,
placing your subject 5 feet or so away from
your background with your beauty dish about 2 feet from
your subject. Notice your background is probably not very
white at all, but most likely gray. That is because the light fell
very quickly off your subject, not lighting much more than
what is right in front of the light. Now, try moving that
same light source back 3 feet or so from your subject
(keeping your subject in the same place), and bump
up the power of your light source so you can keep
he same f-stop on your camera. The light should fall
lower (or continue lighting just past your subject) this
ime and lead to a whiter background. This means you
an get very creative with just one backdrop, depending

n where your subject and light source is.

com

147 behindtheshutter:



One-Light Wonder: Making the Most With What You Have | Karen Bagley

148 Shutter Magazine . August 2020

Image © Significant Moments Photography

Images © Significant Moments Photography

3. THE ANGLE FROM WHERE YOUR LIGHT SOURCE IS PLACED CAN
GIVE YOU VARIOUS LOOKS

Not to get too technical, but to name a few, you have split light, which is where your light source is angled
almost completely to the side of your subject, giving you a very edgy look. Then you have Rembrandt lighting,
where your main light source is around 45 degrees to either side of your subject and about 2 feet above eye
level. Rembrandt leaves that famous “triangle” under the eye that we all know about. Then you have Paramount
lighting, where your one light source is directly in front of your subject, leaving a very even and filling light on

your subject. This type of lighting is known more for the typical beauty shot because the light is very flattering.

4. USE ONE LIGHT TO OVERPOWER THE SUN WHEN OUTSIDE

It is near impossible to perfectly light your subject and get a gorgeous vibrant sky without a light source to
combat the sun’s strong light. I do not have the ability to only shoot at “the golden hour” of the day. I shoot in full
sun all the time, and without my light I would be unable to produce professional portraits because the shadows
would be so bad. Depending on the type of day we are shooting on, sometimes I use a modifier, sometimes I do
not. For example, I had a sunrise session in Miami. The sky had not one single cloud in the sky and that light was

harsh. So, off my modifier went, and BAM! My subject and the sky were perfectly lit.

All of these laws and tips can be much deeper and more complicated than this, but now that you understand them
in a more simplified way you can go out and rock your sessions! If we get the basic ideas, we can use it to our
advantage and master using only one light. The goal as a professional photographer is to be able to understand

any light source you have and know how to use it to create exactly what you want.

As creatives, we tend to overcomplicate when it isn’t necessary. Especially when it comes to our gear, and even
when it comes to our lighting. More important than the amount of gear you have is understanding how to use it
and being knowledgeable of all its capabilities. This does not mean you should only ever use just one light. Using
more than one light can be amazing! Again though, you do not have to have more than one light to produce a true
work of art. Always keep in mind my motto: “Become the best with what you have. Master it. Then imagine what

you will do when you are able to use more gear.” Here’s to you becoming a one-light wonder! ll

Karen Bagley is a Fine Art Maternity and Underwater Portrait Photographer right outside of
Atlanta, Georgia. Her dramatic, almost whimsical underwater portraits are creating quite the
splash in the photography world. While photographing her clients will always be a strong love
of hers, she also loves teaching! She speaks nationally on her underwater craft, and absolutely
loves the idea that she may have helped someone come one step closer to living their dreams.

website: significantmomentsphotography.com instagram: @significant_moments

Significant Moments Photography

©

Image

149 behindtheshutter.com



6 Essential Lighting Tips For Wedding & Event Photography | Kesha Lambert

MR Kesha Lambert

behindtheshutter.com

151



6 Essential Lighting Tips For Wedding & Event Photography | Kesha Lambert

152 Shutter Magazine . August 2020

As a wedding photographer, I often work weddings
with large guest counts and wedding parties north of
20 people, at venues throughout the New York City
Tri-State area. One of the very first things that I
observed on this journey was that lighting for weddings

and events presents a unique set of challenges.

Wedding and event photographers encounter a broad
spectrum of lighting situations all within a single day.
The soft diffused light of a windowed bridal suite, the
hard shadowy light of a midday outdoor ceremony, the
dark warm hues of a speakeasy room during cocktail
hour, the ambient uplighting in a reception space, and
strobing colorful DJ lights on the dance floor. Cityscape
night portrait and wedding photographers need to know
how to light it all.

I have had the honor of photographing hundreds
of weddings across the globe, and along the way
learned invaluable lessons about how to approach and
prepare for event lighting. Take the pressure out of the
fast-paced and ever-changing lighting conditions of the

wedding day with these six tips.

1. PERFECT BOUNCE FLASH FIRST

One of the best foundations for event lighting
is understanding how to perfect bounce flash
techniques. This is the part where you learn about
flash power and direction of light. You can produce
beautiful directional light based on the position and
power of your on-camera flash and the surfaces you
use to bounce the light. Ultimately taking your light
off camera will open up a world of possibilities.
Perfecting your knowledge and skill with on-camera

lighting is your starting point and foundation.
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2. BRING YOUR BAG OF TRICKS

Events typically flow through different spaces within the same day, so preparation is key to a favorable outcome.
On a wedding day, we may start outdoors, then move to a separate offsite shaded park for formal portraits,
then finally to an indoor reception space. These shifts and changes in the environment often mean switching up
approach and lighting setup, sometimes on the spot and in the moment. One of the worst feelings for an event
photographer is seeing something amazing in the moment that you want to make and not having the tools you
need to execute your idea. Wishing that you “brought a <fill in the blank>" (aka gear regrets) are completely
avoidable. Just bring your bag of tricks; bring all of the things that you might need or artistically want to use even
if you ultimately don’t use them. Have them on hand just in case. Here is a list of some of the things I may have

packed and accessible on the wedding day:

- Steel wool - Grids

- Strobes: Profoto B10 and A1 - Barn doors

- Continuous Lights: Stella pro lights clx10 and 2000 - Monopods

- Monopods and Tripods - 12ft Light stands

- 7ft White umbrella and diffusion sock « Transmitters

- 3-in-1 Reflector - Tree lights

+ Magmod modifiers - Atmosphere aerosol

- Gels « 6ft or 7ft umbrellas
- Softboxes

Image © Kesha Lambert Photography
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3. MULTIPLE LIGHTS = LESS MISSED MOMENTS

With the fast-moving parts of a wedding day, the simplicity, efficiency, and ease of working with one light is a
lure. I am a found light enthusiast and love to find ways to make dynamic images by pairing the light that I find
in the environment with one on-camera or off-camera light. My love of the one-light setup notwithstanding,
there are instances where the use of multiple lights becomes necessary. For challenging event spaces, like spaces
with dark walls or cathedral ceilings, setting up multiple strategically placed lights throughout the space is a
great solution. Most importantly, the use of a multi-light setup in an event space allows you, the photographer,
to follow the moment and be confident that you are fully prepared to capture and beautifully light the magic,
wherever and whenever it unfolds. When deciding where to place off-camera lighting, I narrow it down to the
areas where the action is most likely to happen. This means lighting the dance floor and sweetheart tables, and

also the parent tables and tables where the most emotional or lively guests are seated.

4. DON’T CREATE AN EYESORE

When a couple has poured a lot of preparation into the look and vibe of their wedding space, the last thing I want
to do is set up gear that poses an eyesore. The goal is to light the space without an imposing setup. So leave the
large umbrellas and softboxes in the car. Use small, unobtrusive modifiers when setting up off-camera lights; this
becomes even more important when using multiple lights. I love to use modifiers like the MagSphere and the

MagBeam because they are small and lightweight.
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TAKE A RISK, EXPERIMENT, AND PLAY

With weddings in particular, some rituals repeat across all weddings. It is so easy to slide into creative autopilot
doing the safe thing. So after your safe shots have been squared away, remember to spend some time pushing
the envelope. If there is a lighting technique that you’ve been testing or something that you’ve always wanted to

try, take a moment to do just that. Il

Kesha Lambert is an international wedding and portrait photographer, speaker, and Sony Artisan
based in New York. A Fordham Law School graduate and Lawyer admitted to practice in New
York, Kesha’s fascination with visual storytelling and love inspired a career change and a focus
in weddings. Her work, a reflection of her affinity for taking chances and pushing limits, has
appeared on the pages and covers of leading publications including /nside Weddings, Brides
Magazine, Munaluchi Bride, The New York Times, People Magazine and The Knot. Genuinely
curious about life and the people she encounters, Kesha has had the honor of personally
documenting hundreds of weddings for couples from all over the globe.

website: keshalambert.com instagram: @keshalambert

Image © Jai Mayhew
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In many circles throughout the world,
people debate about what kind of
lighting makes the best photographs.
Hard light, soft light, natural light,
strobes, LEDs... I remember hearing
a conversation long before I became
a photographer. Someone said that
you were not a REAL photographer
if you didn’t shoot with strobes, and
not just that, but you needed to have a
particular brand of strobes. LOL. But
the truth is, light is light. It’s all about
how you see it and what you do with
it to create the art that is representative

of your style.

Thinking that I wasn’t a “real
photographer” if 1 didn’t shoot with
strobes, 1 started my photography
journey shooting everything with
strobes. Sometimes I used an actual
studio strobe with a power pack and
portable battery, and later on I utilized
speedlights. It was flash, pop, beep —
everywhere I went. I lugged around
multiple lights, stands and modifiers
so that I could be prepared for any
scenario. The worst part about that
time is that I didn’t have an assistant,
nor were there a plethora of portable
options like there are today. So, I spent
half of the day walking around looking
like Inspector Gadget. As you can
imagine, that gets old after a time, so [
gladly traded my “real photographer”
badge for the convenience of carrying
less gear and began to fall in love with

the idea of finding good light.
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Although LED bricks are convenient and natural light makes life super simple, they still have their limitations. If
you follow my work, you know that I am a huge fan of environmental portraits. In the beginning, there was a heavy
influence of environmental and architectural structure in my work, but I’d gotten away from that just a bit while
shooting natural light. Exposing for my couple would leave me with blown-out skies. At times I would capture
multiple exposures and merge them together in Photoshop or just replace the sky altogether, which adds more time
in post production. Using the LEDs was hit or miss. To catch those dramatic skies that we all love so much, they just
didn’t put out enough power in most occasions. Not to mention the batteries can run down pretty fast. I was able to

get the job done, but they too increased post production time.

A little over a year ago, I made my way back to strobes. Truthfully, I found my inspiration again at ShutterFest
2019. I was teaching a few classes and found time to pop in on a few of my fellow instructors’ classes. Since I'd
begun with speedlights, many companies had introduced much more powerful, yet still portable and affordable

monolights to their product lines that seemed to make life much easier.

I’ve used many brands from Godox to Profoto but I try to use the Profoto lights as often as possible. Light modifiers
have become extremely compact and easy to break down as well. It’s much easier for me to move around and
capture the images that my clients have come to expect from me, even when I don’t have a lighting assistant. Not to

mention traveling for shoots, especially internationally, has been a breeze and doesn’t require any additional bags.
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As you can see, my lighting journey has brought me full circle. Although I’ve changed my methods, I'm still able
to get to the same results. Through it all I’ve learned to become diverse in my use of light and I don’t prefer any one
type of light over another. In fact, I still carry at least one of each of the lights I’ve mentioned so I can use whatever
type of light I feel is the most effective in the situation I am in. I’ve won awards with photos with the slightest of
directional natural light and I’ve won awards by using multiple light sources to create the light I wanted. The bottom

line is, light is light and REAL photographers know how to get amazing results using any of them. i

Andre Brown is an award-winning wedding photographer based in Atlanta, Georgia. As a former
music manager, his passion for creative processes transformed into his love for photography.
He is now the lead photographer of Andre Brown Photography, a boutique photography
studio specializing in wedding and portrait photography and wedding videography. His work
has been featured in several notable publications and has won several awards from prestigious
organizations including WPPI.

website: andrebrown.com instagram: @andrebrownphoto
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INSPIRATIONS

BEST LIGHTING IMAGE

174 Shutter Magazine . August 2020

Inspiration can come when you least expect
it. As photographers, we are visual artists.
We express ourselves through our camera
and the images we create. Inspirations
represents a sampling of our industry and the
vision of professional photographers from
around the world.

Congratulations to all our featured artists. Be
inspired and create something that is you.

Sal Cincotta, Publisher

Image © Douglas James Studio
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DO DETAIL SHOTS MAKE YOU GROAN?

In the days of Pinterest, Instagram, wedding magazines and wedding blogs, creating beautiful images of wedding

details has never been more important.

Yes, we know that the wedding day is about the beautiful union of a unique couple. But in all honesty, couples
don’t spend an entire year planning just their wedding vows. Instead, they’re choosing centerpieces, gowns,
shoes, flowers, linens, venues... It’s the visual details of the wedding that the couple spends the most time

planning and researching. And they are doing that research online using image search media.

If you’re not taking your time to preserve the details they’ve worked so hard on, you’re missing out on a huge
marketing opportunity! If you’re only sharing your couple creatives, you’re not being found when they search
for something like “Moroccan wedding decor.” And of course, capturing images of these details is a great way

to earn referrals from your fellow wedding vendors.

If you’re ready to up your detail game, check out our 17 actionable tips that will turn you into a detail ninja, from

getting ready through reception.

Pro Tip: Photograph each partner’s details on a different surface to provide a clear distinction

in the album.

1. SIMPLIFY YOUR BACKDROP

When photographing the bride’s or groom’s personal details, start by looking for a simple, clean (not busy)
backdrop. Polished fine-grain wood, glass, linen, or suede will allow your details to take center-stage. Avoid busy
patterns, loud colors, heavy wood grain or granite, and dirty or cheap surfaces. You may even consider carrying

a details styling mat in case the prep venue doesn’t have the perfect backdrop.

2. DIRECT THE LIGHT

Bring your surface near a window and shoot alongside the window so that the details are lit from the side. If
window light is unavailable, bounce your flash to the side. When an object is lit from the side, it enhances the
texture of the item and makes it more three-dimensional. Want to bring out the lace in the dress? The petals in

the bouquet? The rhinestones in the hairpiece? Directional lighting is your friend.

3. “POSE” THE DETAILS

For the best detail shots, you can’t just toss the item up on the table and shoot it. Take careful consideration to
showcase each item. For example, guide the necklace into a pretty shape. Stack the rings so that they interact

with one another. Do something interesting with the shoes besides setting them flat.

Image © Indigosilver Studio

Images © Indigosilver Studio
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4. SHOOT MACRO AT F/11 OR HIGHER

When getting super close up photos of the smaller details, it is important to stop down your aperture to maintain
depth of field. A ring photographed close up at f/2.8 may have only one prong in focus and everything else

extremely soft! You’ll definitely want to at least keep the whole center stone in focus.

200 Shutter Magazine . August 2020
Images © Indigosilver Studio

5. WORK ON YOUR FLAT LAY GAME

Flat lay images are extremely on trend right now! A flat lay is essentially a bird’s-eye-view of your details, shot
straight down with your camera angle parallel to the surface. A successful flat lay will have a strong composition

of the items and a consistent color palette.

Pro Tip: Don't feel obligated to include every detail in the flat lay. Instead, choose the items with

the strongest composition and color affinity.

6. SHOW HIGH-END BRANDS WHEN APPLICABLE

Your bride found the perfect bejeweled Badgley Mischka shoes to go with her Hayley Paige gown. Her earrings
are Harry Winston. The bracelet came from Brilliant Earth. You have a label-conscious bride! Where possible

and appropriate, work those labels into the photographs.

Image © Indigosilver Studio
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7. GET A CEREMONY PULL-BACK BEFORE GUESTS ARRIVE

Show the aisle, the décor, the scene, and the altar or chuppah in one grand photo. This makes a great full-page
spread in the album to transition from prep to ceremony. You’re also capturing the handiwork of multiple vendors

in one clean photo!

8. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF REPEATING
AISLE ELEMENTS

Whether the aisle is a sandy path lined with seashells,
shepherd’s hooks with hanging topiaries, or oak pews
adorned with floral bouquets, the concept is the same!
The couple has chosen to adorn the aisle as a symbol
of their path to unity. Take advantage of the repeating
decorative elements by shooting down the aisle, with
the first or second decoration in focus and the others
falling into soft bokeh. This will yield a better result
than photographing each decoration straight on, as it

better tells the “story” of the aisle path.

Image © Indigosilver Studio

9. GET EYE LEVEL WITH THE TABLE

At the reception, the vast majority of the details are
below eye level, which means you’re shooting down
at them. This is often an uninteresting angle, and also
brings more attention to the less photogenic details
like chairs and busy ballroom carpet. Instead, kneel
down and get eye level with the table. The image
will instantly have more depth, as you can now
include other centerpieces, candles, and chandeliers

in the distance.

Pro Tip: Remove any chairs, glassware, or condiments that are directly between you and the

centerpiece to avoid unnecessary foreground distraction.

10. ISOLATE DETAILS

As you are now eye level with the centerpiece, use a shallow depth of field to ensure that the viewer’s attention

doesn’t wander. Showcase each detail in its own photo.

1. USE TELEPHOTO COMPRESSION TO YOUR ADVANTAGE

Using a telephoto lens to shoot reception details offers two strong advantages: 1. A narrower field of view and
shallower depth of field helps hide busy ballroom carpet and other undesirable elements, and 2. Compression
makes desirable elements like chandeliers or other centerpieces larger in the background. These two advantages

really help you control the scene by keeping the background simple and soft, yet with depth and dimension.
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12. ADD DIRECTIONAL LIGHTING (AGAIN)

As with the pre-ceremony details, directional lighting is your friend with the reception details. Use off-camera
flash or a video-style LED to side-light your detail. This makes the one detail you are focusing on brighter than
the rest of the scene, and adds texture, which directs your viewer’s eye right to that detail. An off-camera lighting
solution will yield the best results here for a spotlight effect; whereas bouncing your on-camera flash will light

the whole room and crush any ambience from candles, chandeliers, or uplighting.

13. SHOOT INTO THE ROOM, RATHER THAN TOWARD A WALL

The best way to showcase the ambience of the room in the background of your detail photo is to choose a detail
near the edge of the room and shoot inward. This allows you to show additional tables, centerpieces, candles,
uplighting, gobos, and chandeliers in your background. Consider how you are helping the venue sell their best

features by showcasing beautiful light fixtures and architecture and minimizing the focus on chairs and carpet.

14. WATCH YOUR BACKGROUND

All this telephoto shooting with the whole room in the background has a caveat. It’s easy to have unwanted
elements in the background. Keep an eye out for trash cans, large DJ speakers, exit signs, doors, and catering
staff that will add unwanted distraction. Thinking forward to album design, be mindful of the overall color
palette of your background. For instance, if you’ve mostly been shooting toward the center of the room with
beige walls and warm uplighting in the background, you wouldn’t want to suddenly change directions so that
you now have giant dark mahogany doors in your background. Keeping a consistent background color palette

will make for a more cohesive album design.

Image © Indigosilver Studio

15. CHANNEL YOUR INNER OCD

I once proudly showed a tablescape photo on the
back of my camera to the wedding coordinator, and
she said, “It’s pretty, but I would never show that
in my portfolio.” Before I had the chance to get
offended, she quickly added, “The chairs on the
banquet table aren’t all set the same distance from
the table, so the line is crooked. And same goes
for the charger plates.” In that instant, I learned a
quick lesson: The best detail shots are the ones that
make ALL the vendors shine to their own highest
standards, and those standards are not always
aligned. While the wedding coordinator wanted
perfectly aligned chairs, flatware, and chargers,
the catering staff simply needed to get everything
out on time. So now, I will check a tablescape for
alignment and symmetry before taking a photo.
My networking opportunity is lost if the vendor is
displeased with something in the image. Take the
time to ask your fellow vendors what they want to

see in photos for their own portfolio.

16. REMEMBER THE DJ

Most vendors are pretty easy to represent photographically: Floral bouquets and centerpieces, cake, invitations,
gown. But how can you represent the DJ, whose product is sound? Well, some of the DJ’s offerings might actually
be visual. For instance, an uplighting package or dance floor lighting. And a DJ creates an experience, which
can be photographed. High-energy guests shaking their booties on the dance floor, hands in the air, exaggerated
(tipsy) expressions, and that one groomsman with his tie around his forehead... But how about showing the DJ?
Hands on the mixing tools, leaning into the headphones, dance floor lighting all around. Make the DJ shine, and

you’ll be one of the few photographers that remembers this important vendor!
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17. KEEP YOURSELF IN MIND!

Your wedding clients have likely already purchased things from you that will be on display at the wedding: A
bridal portrait, engagement photos, a guest signature book. If so, go ahead and photograph them! First of all,
from your clients’ perspective, those items are a part of their wedding details (and will probably include them in
an extra spread in their wedding album). Secondly, you can use the images in your own portfolio and marketing

pieces, showing how clients enjoy their printed products. All the vendor love comes full circle!

READY, SET, GO

These are our favorite strategies for photographing wedding details that wow your clients and earn referrals from

your fellow vendors. Which tip was your favorite? We’d love to hear what’s working for you! W

LEARN MORE.
Click here or check us out at
youtube.com/btsShutterMagazine

Just a few years after Jeff and Lori found themselves struggling to survive while living in the
basement of their studio back in 2012, they are the proud owners of a brand-new home on the
coast of North Carolina. The owners of Wilmington'’s Indigosilver Studio offer boutique boudoir
portraiture and wedding photography. They are also the founders of The Shoot Space, their
educational resource for photographers. Their Shutter Magazine column, The Business Corner,
is dedicated to helping you grow your photography business.

website: indigosilverstudio.com instagram: @indigosilver
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dixie dixon
molly overton
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eric jang
susie jasper
doug voisin

privy campaign
www.dixiedixon.com

f/2.8 @ 1/250 iso 1250
constant light setup

key light: 1k octobank (daylight)
background: 1k par (tungsten)
fill light: 4ft tube lights

the statler hotel

nikon d850
nikkor 105mm 1.4
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Future Ready

Profoto announces a major milestone by bringing the Profoto B10 flash
series to mobile photography. With AirX technology you can now use your
smartphone to capture images using studio quality flash. This allows
professional photographers, for the first time in history, to use the full power
of their flashes no matter the capturing device.

In a rapidly changing industry with smartphone image creators and more
progressive professionals approaching photography in radically

different ways, this innovation brings opportunities to all. It means that new
types of image creators can start shaping the light in their images, but also
makes the smartphone an exciting addition to any photographer’s toolbox.

Discover more at profoto.com
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